English Language Arts Diocesan Learning Standards

ENGLISH II (10" Grade)
ELA Standard Categories:
Research (R) Informational Text (IT) Speaking & Listening (SL)
Literary Text (LT) Writing (W) Language (L)
Literary Text Types:
e Stories (adventure stories, historical fiction, mysteries, myths, Informational Text Types:
science fiction, realistic fiction, allegories, parodies, satire, and .. . .
graphic novels) e Exposition, argument, and functional text in the form of
ersonal essays, speeches, opinion pieces
® Drama (one-act and multi-act plays, both in written form and P VS 5P . P P
on film) e [Essays about art or literature
® Poetry (narrative poems, lyrical poems, free verse poems, * Biographies, memoirs, journalism

10* Grade

sonnets, odes, ballads, and epics)

e Historical, scientific, technical, or economic accounts
(including digital sources) written for a broad audience

Scripture

The Book of Ruth:

o

@)

Literary Focus: Setting as a character, cultural customs in storytelling, and the "outsider" perspective.

Why it fits: As a piece of ancient Near Eastern literature, it pairs perfectly with world classics (like Antigone or The Epic of
Gilgamesh) to explore how ancient cultures treated the migrant, the widow, and the concept of social loyalty.

Matthew 5:1-12 (The Beatitudes / Sermon on the Mount):

o

@)

Literary Focus: Paradox, subversion of expectations, and structural anaphora (repetition of "Blessed are...").

Why it fits: Explores how a revolutionary text completely flips a culture's understanding of power, weakness, and success.

Daniel 3 & 6 (The Fiery Furnace and Daniel in the Lions' Den):

O

o

Literary Focus: Court tales, conflict against Tyranny, and dramatic tension.

Why it fits: Pairs exceptionally well with dystopian world literature or historic literature tracking individuals standing up against unjust
states.
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Saints

e St. Maximilian Kolbe (1894—1941)
o Literary Application: Historical Non-Fiction & Character Foil.
o Why it fits: Studying Father Kolbe's choice to take the place of a stranger in the starvation bunker at Auschwitz acts as a profound
literary and moral foil to the absolute dehumanization of the concentration camp narrative.
o St. Kateri Tekakwitha (1656—1680)
o Literary Application: Cultural Narrative & Imagery.
o Why it fits: As the first Native American saint, her biographies bridge indigenous American traditions and Catholic spirituality. It pairs
beautifully with world indigenous narratives, exploring themes of cultural isolation, environmental stewardship as an expression of
faith, and internal spiritual resilience.
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ACT ENGLISH SECTION OVERVIEW ACT READING SECTION OVERVIEW

College & Career
Standard Categories

Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and Focus
Organization, Unity and Cohesion

Knowledge of Language

Sentence Structure and Formation

Usage Conventions

Punctuation Conventions

College & Career
Standard Categories

Test Structure

75 Questions
45 Minutes
Passages, Multiple Choice with Four Answer Choices

Close Reading

Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Relationships

Word Meanings and Word Choice

Text Structure

Purpose and Point of View

Arguments

Multiple Texts

Test Structure

Question Formats

Format 1: Tests Usage and Grammar
e Correctly forming and joining sentences
e Correct use of commas, dashes, and colons
o  Correctly using nonessential clauses and
relative pronouns
o Correct verb tense and form
Format 2: Tests Rhetorical Skills
e Logical transitions
¢ Adding information
o Conciseness
e Replacing and re-wording information

40 Questions
35 Minutes
Multiple Choice with Four Answer Choices
Four Subsections (One Long Passage or Two Shorter,
Paired Passages):
e  Prose Fiction/Literary Narrative
e Social Science
¢ Humanities
o Natural Science

Question Formats

College & Career
Standard Categories

ACT WRITING SECTION OVERVIEW (OPTIONAL)

Ideas and Analysis
Development and Support
Organization

Language Use and Conventions

Test Structure

1 Question
40 Minutes
Essay Prompt

Question Format

Provided with three diverse perspectives on a particular
issue. After reading these perspectives, students are
asked to develop their own take on the topic and explain
the relationships between the original perspectives.

e Take a position on a topic and defend it

e Address all the diverse perspectives presented to
you

e Explain the relationships between those three
perspectives

Format 1: Big Picture
¢ Main point of the passage or the narrator's
overall point of view
Format 2: Little Detail
o A small piece of factual information in a passage
Format 3: Vocabulary in Context
¢ Meaning of a word in the context of the passage
Format 4: Development and Function
e How a certain paragraph, sentence, or phrase
functions in the context of the passage
e How the argument in the passage was
developed
o How the author structured the passage.
Format 5: Inference
o Make inferences based on a logical extension of
information found in a passage.
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https://blog.prepscholar.com/run-on-sentences-fragments-act-english-grammar-rule
https://blog.prepscholar.com/punctuation-on-act-english-apostrophes-colons-and-more
https://blog.prepscholar.com/relative-pronouns-on-act-english-tips-and-practice
https://blog.prepscholar.com/relative-pronouns-on-act-english-tips-and-practice
https://blog.prepscholar.com/verb-tenses-and-forms-on-act-english-grammar-rule-strategy
https://blog.prepscholar.com/transition-questions-on-act-english-strategies-and-practice
https://blog.prepscholar.com/add-delete-questions-act-english-strategies
https://blog.prepscholar.com/wordiness-and-redundancy-in-act-english-tips-and-practice
https://blog.prepscholar.com/act-grammar-rules-full-analysis-which-are-most-important
https://blog.prepscholar.com/the-4-types-of-act-reading-passages-you-should-know#ProseFiction
https://blog.prepscholar.com/the-4-types-of-act-reading-passages-you-should-know#SocialScience
https://blog.prepscholar.com/the-4-types-of-act-reading-passages-you-should-know#Humanities
https://blog.prepscholar.com/the-4-types-of-act-reading-passages-you-should-know#NaturalScience

CODE

These standards establish high expectations for language usage, fostering the precision, clarity, and grammatical mastery necessary for effective communication.
By cultivating these essential skills, students learn to articulate the Truth with integrity, reflecting the order and beauty inherent in our Catholic intellectual

CATEGORY

STANDARD
Language

ACT ALIGNMENT

tradition.
10.L.1 Language 1. Review parts of speech. College & Career Standards Category:
Knowledge of Language
10.L.2 Language 2. Review and identify parts of sentences. College & Career Standards Category:
Sentence Structure and Formation
10.L.3 Language 3. Review frequently confused word pairs. College & Career Standards Category:
Knowledge of Language
Language Use and Conventions
Word Meanings and Word Choice
10.L.4 Language 4. Introduce and identify verbal phrases and different types of College & Career Standards Category:
clauses (noun, adjective, adverb, relative, etc.). Sentence Structure and Formation
10.L.5 Language 5. Introduce and recognize the elements of parallelism in context | College & Career Standards Category:
of sentence structure. Sentence Structure and Formation
10.L.6 Language 6. Use/employ various sentence types in context of their own College & Career Standards Category:
writing. Sentence Structure and Formation
Knowledge of Language
10.L.7 Language 7. Use correct grammar/usage in the context of their own writing. | College & Career Standards Category:
Usage Conventions
Punctuation Conventions
Language Use and Conventions
10.L.8 Language 8. Apply the rules of mechanics and spelling in their own writing. | College & Career Standards Category:
Usage Conventions
Language Use and Conventions
10.L.9 Language 9. Use subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement in context | College & Career Standards Category:
of their own writing. Sentence Structure and Formation
10.L.10 Language 10. Practice proofreading for grammar, usage, mechanics, etc.. College & Career Standards Category:
Sentence Structure and Formation
Usage Conventions
Punctuation Conventions
Language Use and Conventions
10.L.11 Language 11. Complete timed ACT English practice passages/tests. College & Career Standards Category:

Not Applicable
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Research

Rooted in the Catholic tradition of seeking ultimate truth, the Research curriculum equips students with the academic rigor and moral discernment needed to
navigate complex information with ethical integrity. By mastering the tools of scholarly inquiry, students learn to distinguish fact from bias, transforming their
insights into a clear, charitable voice that serves both the common good and the public square.

10.R.1 Research 1. Identify the components to writing an informative research College & Career Standards Category:
paper (topic, preliminary thesis, bibliography cards, working Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
works cited page, preliminary outline, notecards, final Focus
thesis/outline, paper). Organization, Unity and Cohesion

10.R.2 Research 2. Generate a list of key words and sources for an informative College & Career Standards Category:
research topic. Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and

Focus
Ideas and Analysis

10.R.3 Research 3. Write a thesis statement using the chosen topic. College & Career Standards Category:
Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
Focus
Ideas and Analysis

10.R.4 Research 4. Create a working bibliography (cards or list) to develop works | College & Career Standards Category:
cited page. Not Applicable

10.R.5 Research 5. Narrow the list of key words to a topic. College & Career Standards Category:

Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
Focus
Ideas and Analysis

10.R.6 Research 6. Use skills such as note-taking, skimming, paraphrasing, and College & Career Standards Category:
summarizing to create source notes (cards). Not Applicable

10.R.7 Research 7. Conduct searches using a variety of technologies and College & Career Standards Category:
academic/community resources. Ideas and Analysis

Development and Support

10.R.8 Research 8. Research materials from a variety of sources. College & Career Standards Category:
Ideas and Analysis
Development and Support

10.R.9 Research 9. Analyze sources for reliability. College & Career Standards Category:
Ideas and Analysis
Development and Support

10.R.10 Research 10. Synthesize multiple sources on the subject. College & Career Standards Category:

Ideas and Analysis
Development and Support
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10.R.11 Research 11. Write an informative research paper using MLA format. College & Career Standards Category:
Not Applicable

10.R.12 Research 12. Create a preliminary and final thesis statement and outline. College & Career Standards Category:
Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
Focus
Ideas and Analysis

10.R.13 Research 13. Employ proper parenthetical citation to avoid ethical College & Career Standards Category:

problems such as plagiarizing. Development and Support
10.R.14 Research 14. Recognize plagiarism and understand the ethical importance | College & Career Standards Category:

of proper source documentation.

Development and Support

Literary Text/ Informational Text

Students will analyze both literary and informational texts through a lens of faith, drawing upon the diverse traditions of Catholic thought to deepen their
understanding of both narrative artistry and factual inquiry.

10.IT.1 Informational | 1. Determine connotative and denotative meanings of words or College & Career Standards Category:
Text phrases using context clues. Word Meanings and Word Choice
10.IT.2 Informational | 2. Determine meaning of words or phrases using context clues. College & Career Standards Category:
Text Word Meanings and Word Choice
10.IT.3 Informational | 3. Determine meaning of words or phrases using context clues. College & Career Standards Category:
Text Word Meanings and Word Choice
10.IT .4 Informational | 4. Analyze and interpret various accounts of the subject told in College & Career Standards Category:
Text different mediumes. Close Reading
10.IT4.A A. Evaluate how they address different themes and concepts. | Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
10.IT.5 Informational | 5. Identify and cite characteristics of informational text including: | College & Career Standards Category:
Text e Topic Close Reading
e Main ideas Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
e Supporting details
e Theme
10.IT.6 Informational | 6. Understand the purpose of typographic clues. College & Career Standards Category:
10.IT.6.A Text A. Use such features to locate information in and to gain Close Reading
meaning from appropriate-level texts. Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Text Structure
10.IT.7 Informational | 7. Uses prior knowledge, content, and typographical clues: College & Career Standards Category:
10.IT.7.A Text A. to make, to revise, and to confirm predictions. Close Reading
10.IT.7.B B. to make inferences. Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
10.IT.7.C C. to draw conclusions. Relationships
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10.IT.8 Informational | 8. Generate and respond logically to inferential, literal, College & Career Standards Category:
Text evaluative, and critical thinking questions before, during, and Close Reading
after reading the text.
10.IT.9 Informational | 9. Recognize, explain, and analyze how authors use text structure | College & Career Standards Category:
Text (e.g., sequence, problem-solution, comparison-contrast, Text Structure
description, cause-effect) to help achieve their purposes.
10.IT.10 Informational | 10. Identify how an author’s style and literary devices (irony, College & Career Standards Category:
Text symbolism, tone, mood, point of view, allusion, hyperbole) work | Text Structure
together to achieve his or her purpose. Purpose and Point of View
Word Meanings and Word Choice
10.LT.1 Literary Text | 1. Identify and recognize a basic plot diagram (exposition, rising | College & Career Standards Category:
action, climax, falling action, resolution/denouement) to advance | Close Reading
the plot and make connections between events.
10.LT.2 Literary Text | 2. Locate and interpret basic facts and draw logical conclusions College & Career Standards Category:
through a close reading of the text. Close Reading
10.LT.3 Literary Text | 3. Locate important details at the sentence and paragraph level. College & Career Standards Category:
Close Reading
10.LT.4 Literary Text | 4. Distinguish between paraphrase and summary as a way to College & Career Standards Category:
draw logical conclusions from a passage. Close Reading
Text Structure
10.LT.5 Literary Text | 5. Identify central ideas and themes in World Literature and College & Career Standards Category:
religious texts. Close Reading
Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Multiple Texts
10.LT.6 Literary Text | 6. Identify and infer central ideas in literary passages. College & Career Standards Category:
Close Reading
Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Multiple Texts
10.LT.7 Literary Text | 7. Recognize that there can be multiple themes in one piece of College & Career Standards Category:
literature. Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
10.LT.8 Literary Text | 8. Identify complex characters and their development over the College & Career Standards Category:
course of a text. Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Relationships
10.LT.9 Literary Text | 9. Identify and describe different types of characters (protagonist, | College & Career Standards Category:
antagonist, static, dynamic). Relationships
10.LT.10 | Literary Text | 10. Recognize that a sequence of events may create conflict (a College & Career Standards Category:

cause and effect relationship) between characters.

Relationships
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10.LT.11 | Literary Text | 11. Identify the motivation behind a character's actions as it College & Career Standards Category:
advances the plot and develops the theme. Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
10.LT.12 | Literary Text | 12. Analyze how the choice of a specific word or phrase shapes College & Career Standards Category:
meaning or tone. Word Meanings and Word Choice
10.LT.13 | Literary Text | 13. Interpret the use of figurative language. College & Career Standards Category:
Word Meanings and Word Choice
10.LT.14 | Literary Text | 14. Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure | College & Career Standards Category:
a text, order events within it, and manipulate time, create an Text Structure
overall effect or mood.
10.LT.15 | Literary Text | 15. Recognize flashback and foreshadowing to manipulate time. | College & Career Standards Category:
Text Structure
10.LT.16 | Literary Text | 16. Recognize point of view and purpose. College & Career Standards Category:
Purpose and Point of View
10.LT.17 | Literary Text | 17. Identify a clear purpose and how that purpose shapes content | College & Career Standards Category:
and style. Purpose and Point of View
10.LT.18 | Literary Text | 18. Recognize the various points of view (first person and third College & Career Standards Category:
person limited and omniscient). Purpose and Point of View
10.LT.19 | Literary Text | 19. Generate and respond logically to inferential, literal, and College & Career Standards Category:
critical thinking questions before, during, and after reading. Close Reading
10.LT.20 | Literary Text | 20. Analyze historical, societal, and cultural influences on College & Career Standards Category:
characters and events in the literary work.
10.LT.21 | Literary Text | 21. Recognize ways that literature from different cultures College & Career Standards Category:
presents similar themes across genres. Multiple Texts
Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
10.LT.22 | Literary Text | 22. Compare and contrast works of literature that deal with College & Career Standards Category:

similar topics and problems as well as life experiences.

Multiple Texts

Rooted in the belief that truth is discovered through encounter, our speaking and listening curriculum emphasizes the importance of active engagement. Students
develop the skills to weigh complex ideas thoughtfully and respond with grace, honoring the dignity of others through intentional, clear, and faith-informed

Speaking and Listening

communication.
10.SL.1 Speaking & | 1. Speak with clarity (including correct grammar and sentence College & Career Standards Category:
Listening structure), employ vocalization techniques, use visual aids and Not Applicable
technology that enhance presentation, and read audience clues.
10.SL.2 Speaking & | 2. Prepare, organize, and deliver various types of oral College & Career Standards Category:
Listening presentations (e.g., impromptu, informative, dramatic). Not Applicable
10.SL.2.A A. Develop an awareness of personal speech behaviors in

formal and informal use.
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10.SL.2.B B. Actively engage in academic discussions.
10.SL.3 Speaking & | 3. Actively listen for enjoyment, for information, and for College & Career Standards Category:
Listening directions and critically listen to summarize and evaluate Not Applicable
communications that inform, persuade and entertain.
10.SL.3.A A. Listen to evaluate effectiveness in presentations and
group discussions, using provided criteria.
10.SL.3.B B. Listen to evaluate the validity and reliability of the

speaker’s message.

Writing

In the pursuit of Truth, our writing standards empowers students to express their thoughts with clarity and purpose. By mastering the craft of composition,
students learn to articulate the movements of the mind and heart, using their rhetorical skills to bear witness to the Good, the True, and the Beautiful within the

Catholic intellectual tradition.

10.W.1 Writing 1. Identify the components of writing in a variety of formats: College & Career Standards Category:
e Comparison and contrast Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
e Creative Focus
e Informative Organization, Unity and Cohesion
10.W.2 Writing 2. Identify and use basic paragraph structures: College & Career Standards Category:
e Controlling statement Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
e Topic sentences Focus
e Support sentences Organization, Unity and Cohesion
e Logical arrangement Ideas and Analysis
e Hook Development and Support
Organization
10.W.3 Writing 3. Brainstorm to generate ideas by using visual media, College & Career Standards Category:
discussion, free writing, and graphic organizing. Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
Focus
Ideas and Analysis
10.W.4 Writing 4. Prewrite, draft, respond, and edit written work. College & Career Standards Category:

Organization, Unity and Cohesion
Development and Support
Organization

Language Use and Conventions
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10.W.5 Writing 5. Write an effective thesis statement with a knowledge of College & Career Standards Category:

audience, purpose, and consistent point of view. Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
Focus
Ideas and Analysis
10.W.6 Writing 6. Re-write. College & Career Standards Category:
10.W.6.A A. Employ clear, concise, and grade-appropriate language, Knowledge of Language
limiting conversational language. Language Use and Conventions
10.W.6.B B. Prepare a final draft of written work
10.W.7 Writing 7. Use a variety of literal and interpretive responses to understand | College & Career Standards Category:
and respond to literature. Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
Focus
Ideas and Analysis

Organization, Unity and Cohesion
Development and Support

Organization
Language Use and Conventions
10.W.8 Writing 8. Use technology to produce, publish, and update individual or College & Career Standards Category:
shared writing. Not Applicable
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