English Language Arts Diocesan Learning Standards

ENGLISH III (11" Grade)
ELA Standard Categories:

Research (R) Informational Text (IT) Speaking & Listening (SL)

Literary Text (LT) Writing (W) Language (L)

Literary Text Types: Informational Text Types:

e Saint Stories ® Bible

® Stories (adventure stories, historical fiction, mysteries, myths,

science fiction, realistic fiction, allegories, parodies, satire, and
graphic novels)

Drama (one-act and multi-act plays, both in written form and
on film)

Poetry (Psalms, narrative poems, lyrical poems, free verse
poems, sonnets, odes, ballads, and epics)

Exposition, argument, and functional text in the form of
personal essays, speeches, opinion pieces

Essays about art or literature

Biographies, memoirs, journalism

Historical, scientific, technical, or economic accounts
(including digital sources) written for a broad audience

Scripture

e The Letter of James:
e Literary Focus: Pragmatic rhetoric, vivid analogies (the tongue as a rudder/fire), and concise argumentation.
o Why it fits: James reads like a brilliant editorial. It is highly applicable to 11th-grade rhetorical analysis, showing how an author builds
urgency around the thesis that "faith without works is dead."

¢ Philippians 4:4-9 and Galatians 5:13-26 (The Freedom of Virtue):
e Literary Focus: Epistolary structure, antithesis (flesh vs. spirit), and cumulative syntax.
e Why it fits: Pairs with early American literature (Puritan texts, transcendentalists, and early foundational documents) to analyze how the
concepts of freedom, conscience, and virtue evolved in Western and American thought.

11t Grade Coding Standards: Grade Level Number. Category Abbreviation. Standard Number. Underlying Standard Capital Letter. Exemplar: K.OA.1.A
Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, June 2026



e Exodus 1-15 (The Liberation from Egypt):
e Literary Focus: The rhetoric of liberation, symbolic imagery (the wilderness, the sea), and epic poetry (The Song of Moses).
e Why it fits: Crucial for understanding American rhetoric, specifically the literature of the Abolitionist movement, Negro Spirituals, and Civil
Rights speeches (such as Dr. King’s "I've Been to the Mountaintop"), which borrow heavily from Exodus imagery.

Saints

o St. Frances Xavier Cabrini (1850-1917)
o Literary Application: Epistolary Writing (Letters) & Historical Travelogues.
o Why it fits: The first American citizen to be canonized. Mother Cabrini’s extensive letters written during her travels establishing
schools and hospitals offer a vivid, firsthand look at the Gilded Age immigrant experience in America. Students can analyze her letters
for tone, organizational leadership, and grit.
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ACT ENGLISH SECTION OVERVIEW ACT READING SECTION OVERVIEW

College & Career
Standard Categories

Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and Focus
Organization, Unity and Cohesion

Knowledge of Language

Sentence Structure and Formation

Usage Conventions

Punctuation Conventions

Test Structure

75 Questions

College & Career
Standard Categories

Close Reading

Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Relationships

Word Meanings and Word Choice
Text Structure

Purpose and Point of View

College & Career
Standard Categories

e Correct use of commas, dashes, and colons

e Correctly using nonessential clauses and
relative pronouns

e Correct verb tense and form

Format 2: Tests Rhetorical Skills

Logical transitions

Adding information

Conciseness

Replacing and re-wording information

ACT WRITING SECTION OVERVIEW (OPTIONAL)

Ideas and Analysis
Development and Support
Organization

Language Use and Conventions

45 Minutes Arguments
Passages, Multiple Choice with Four Answer Choices Multiple Texts
Question Formats Format 1: Tests Usage and Grammar Test Structure 40 Questions
e Correctly forming and joining sentences 35 Minutes

Multiple Choice with Four Answer Choices
Four Subsections (One Long Passage or Two
Shorter, Paired Passages):

e Prose Fiction/Literary Narrative
Social Science
Humanities
Natural Science

Test Structure

1 Question
40 Minutes
Essay Prompt

Question Format

Provided with three diverse perspectives on a particular
issue. After reading these perspectives, students are
asked to develop their own take on the topic and
explain the relationships between the original
perspectives.

e Take a position on a topic (and defend it

e Address all the diverse perspectives presented to
you

e Explain the relationships between those three
perspectives

Question Formats

Format 1: Big Picture
e Main point of the passage or the narrator's
overall point of view
Format 2: Little Detail
e A small piece of factual information in a
passage
Format 3: Vocabulary in Context
e Meaning of a word in the context of the
passage
Format 4: Development and Function
e How a certain paragraph, sentence, or
phrase functions in the context of the
passage
o How the argument in the passage was
developed
e How the author structured the passage.
Format 5: Inference
e Make inferences based on a logical
extension of information found in a
passage.
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https://blog.prepscholar.com/run-on-sentences-fragments-act-english-grammar-rule
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https://blog.prepscholar.com/add-delete-questions-act-english-strategies
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https://blog.prepscholar.com/act-grammar-rules-full-analysis-which-are-most-important
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https://blog.prepscholar.com/the-4-types-of-act-reading-passages-you-should-know#Humanities
https://blog.prepscholar.com/the-4-types-of-act-reading-passages-you-should-know#NaturalScience

CODE  CATEGORY

Catholic intellectual tradition.

STANDARD
Language

ACT ALIGNMENT

These standards establish high expectations for language usage, fostering the precision, clarity, and grammatical mastery necessary for effective
communication. By cultivating these essential skills, students learn to articulate the Truth with integrity, reflecting the order and beauty inherent in our

11.L.1 Language 1. Recognize the elements of parallelism in context of their own writing. College & Career Standards Category:
Knowledge of Language
Organization, Unity and Cohesion
11.L.2 Language 2. Recognize/correct inconsistent shifts in verb tense and pronoun- College & Career Standards Category:
antecedent agreement in sentence flow and structure. Sentence Structure and Formation
11.L.3 Language 3. Recognize non-restrictive and parenthetical elements. College & Career Standards Category:
Knowledge of Language
11.L.4 Language 4. Consistently apply the rules of grammar and usage in their own writing College & Career Standards Category:
and when proofreading. Usage Conventions
Punctuation Conventions
Language Use and Conventions
11.L.5 Language 5. Consistently apply the rules of mechanics/spelling in their own writing College & Career Standards Category:
and when proofreading. Usage Conventions
Language Use and Conventions
11.L.6 Language 6. Continue practice with timed ACT English tests. College & Career Standards Category:
Not Applicable

Research

Rooted in the Catholic tradition of seeking ultimate truth, the Research curriculum equips students with the academic rigor and moral discernment needed to
navigate complex information with ethical integrity. By mastering the tools of scholarly inquiry, students learn to distinguish fact from bias, transforming their

insights into a clear, charitable voice that serves both the common good and the public square.

11.R.1 Research 1. Use the components to write a persuasive research paper. (topic, College & Career Standards Category:
preliminary thesis, bibliography cards, working works cited page, Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
preliminary outline, notecards, final thesis/outline, paper). Focus

Organization, Unity and Cohesion

11.R.2 Research 2. Generate topic/thesis that answers a question or solves a problem College & Career Standards Category:
Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
Focus
Ideas and Analysis

11.R.3 Research 3. Clearly narrow the focus of what the analysis will cover. College & Career Standards Category:

A. Consider if the subject of the document is interesting and complex | Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
enough to warrant full analytical treatment. Focus

11.R3.A Ideas and Analysis

11.R.4 Research 4. Research materials from a variety of sources. College & Career Standards Category:

Ideas and Analysis
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Development and Support

11.R.5 Research 5. Evaluate applicable primary/secondary sources for propaganda, College & Career Standards Category:
timeliness, reliability, etc. Ideas and Analysis
Development and Support
11.R.6 Research 6. Synthesize multiple primary/secondary sources on the subject. College & Career Standards Category:
Ideas and Analysis
Development and Support
11.R.7 Research 7. Use MLA style when writing a research paper including the use of College & Career Standards Category:
bibliography cards/lists, note-taking, possibly an annotated bibliography, Not Applicable
outline, works cited, parenthetical citations, etc.
11.R.8 Research 8. Recognize plagiarism and understand the ethical importance of proper College & Career Standards Category:
source documentation. Development and Support
11.R.9 Research 9. Employ proper parenthetical citation to avoid ethical problems such as College & Career Standards Category:

plagiarizing.

Development and Support

Students will analyze both literary and informational texts through a lens of faith, drawing upon the diverse traditions of Catholic thought to deepen their
understanding of both narrative artistry and factual inquiry.

Literary Text/ Informational Text

11.IT.1 Informational | 1. Determine connotative and denotative meanings of words and phrases. College & Career Standards Category:
Text Word Meanings and Word Choice
11.IT.2 Informational | 2. Determine meaning of words or phrases using context clues (definitions, | College & Career Standards Category:
Text restatements, examples, descriptions, comparison-contrast, clue words, Word Meanings and Word Choice
cause-effect) from sentences, paragraphs, and longer passages.
11.IT.3 Informational | 3. Determine meaning of complex words through structural analysis, using | College & Career Standards Category:
Text roots, prefixes, and suffixes. Word Meanings and Word Choice
11.IT.4 Informational | 4. Discriminate between connotative and denotative meanings to recognize | College & Career Standards Category:
Text the subtleties of an author’s word choice. Word Meanings and Word Choice
11.IT.5 Informational | 5. Analyze, interpret, and evaluate the elements of messages projected in College & Career Standards Category:
Text various media (videos, pictures, web sites, artwork, plays and /or news Close Reading
programs. Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Text Structure
11.IT.6 Informational | 6. Independently identify characteristics of informational text (expository, College & Career Standards Category:
Text technical, and persuasive) through Close Reading
e Supporting details Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
e Theme Purpose and Point of View
e Voice Multiple Texts
e Intertextual connections
11.IT.7 Informational | 7. Understand the purpose of typographic clues. College & Career Standards Category:
11.IT.7.A Text A. Use such features to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate their validity. | Close Reading
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Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Text Structure

11.IT.8 Informational | 8. Use prior knowledge, content, and typographical clues: College & Career Standards Category:

11.R.8.A Text A. to make, to revise, and to confirm predictions, Close Reading

11.R.8.B B. to make inferences Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries

11.R.8.C C. to draw conclusions Relationships

ILR.8.D D. to determine where the text leaves matter uncertain.

11.IT.9 Informational | 9. Generate and respond logically to inferential, literal, evaluative, College & Career Standards Category:
Text synthesizing and critical thinking questions. Close Reading

11.IT.10 Informational | 10. Analyze and evaluate how authors use text structure (sequence, College & Career Standards Category:
Text problem-solution, comparison-contrast, description, cause-effect) to help Close Reading

achieve their purposes.

11.IT.11 Informational | 11. Analyze and identify how an author’s style, rhetoric, and literary College & Career Standards Category:

Text devices work together to achieve his or her purpose. Text Structure

Purpose and Point of View
Word Meanings and Word Choice

11.IT.12 Informational | 12. Identify the author’s position in a persuasive text. College & Career Standards Category:
11.IT.12.A Text A. Describe techniques the author uses to support that position Text Structure
(bandwagon approach, glittering generalities, testimonials, citing Purpose and Point of View
authority, statistics, other techniques that appeal to reason or Word Meanings and Word Choice
emotion).
ILIT.12.B B. Evaluate the effectiveness of these techniques and the credibility of
the information provided.
11.IT.13 Informational | 13. Distinguish between fact and opinion in advertising and the media. College & Career Standards Category:
Text A. Recognize bias and stereotypes in a variety of mediums. Purpose and Point of View
11.IT.13.A Word Meanings and Word Choice
11.IT.14 Informational | 14. Recognize propaganda (advertising, media, politics, warfare), bias, and | College & Career Standards Category:
Text stereotypes in a variety of mediums. Purpose and Point of View
Word Meanings and Word Choice
11.LT.1 Literary Text | 1. Locate and interpret basic facts. College & Career Standards Category:
11.LT.1.A A. Draw subtle, logical conclusions in more challenging passages Close Reading
11.LT.2 Literary Text | 2. Locate subtle details in challenging passages College & Career Standards Category:
Close Reading
11.LT.3 Literary Text | 3. Utilize paraphrase and summary as a way to draw logical conclusions College & Career Standards Category:
from a passage Close Reading

Text Structure
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11.LT.4 Literary Text | 4. Identify central ideas and themes in American Literature and religious College & Career Standards Category:
texts Close Reading
Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
11.LT.5 Literary Text | 5. Identify and infer central ideas in complete works College & Career Standards Category:
Close Reading
Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Multiple Texts
11.LT.6 Literary Text | 6. Recognize how two or more texts from the same period treat similar College & Career Standards Category:
themes or topics Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Multiple Texts
11.LT.7 Literary Text | 7. Identify complex characters and their development over the course of a College & Career Standards Category:
text Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Relationships
11.LT.8 Literary Text | 8. Identify and describe different types of characters (protagonist, College & Career Standards Category:
antagonist, static, dynamic, round, and flat). Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Relationships
11.LT.9 Literary Text | 9. Identify and analyze the conflicts that advance character development College & Career Standards Category:
and/or relationships among characters Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Relationships
Arguments
11.LT.10 Literary Text | 10. Analyze the motivation behind a character's actions as it advances the College & Career Standards Category:
plot and develops the theme Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
11.LT.11 Literary Text | 11. Analyze how the choice of a specific word or phrase shapes meaning or | College & Career Standards Category:
tone Word Meanings and Word Choice
11.LT.12 Literary Text | 12. Interpret the use of literary and poetic elements (similes, metaphors, College & Career Standards Category:
analogies, hyperbole, onomatopoeia, personification, idioms, imagery, Word Meanings and Word Choice
symbolism, satire, sarcasm, irony, allusion, alliteration, and paradox) Text Structure
11.LT.13 Literary Text | 13. Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, College & Career Standards Category:
order events within it, and manipulate time, create an overall mood or Word Meanings and Word Choice
aesthetic impact Text Structure
11.LT.14 Literary Text | 14. Analyze how flashback and foreshadowing can advance the plot College & Career Standards Category:
Text Structure
11.LT.15 Literary Text | 15. Analyze how a frame story may parallel the primary plot College & Career Standards Category:
Close Reading
Central Ideas, Themes and Summaries
Purpose and Point of View
11.LT.16 Literary Text | 16. Recognize point of view and purpose College & Career Standards Category:
Purpose and Point of View
11.LT.17 Literary Text | 17. Identify a clear purpose and how that purpose shapes content and style College & Career Standards Category:
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Purpose and Point of View

11.LT.18 Literary Text | 18. Recognize the various points of view (first person and third person College & Career Standards Category:
limited and omniscient) Purpose and Point of View
11.LT.19 Literary Text | 19. Independently generate and respond logically to inferential, literal, and | College & Career Standards Category:
critical thinking questions before, during, and after reading Close Reading
11.LT.20 Literary Text | 20. Analyze historical, societal, and cultural influences on characters and College & Career Standards Category:
events in the literary work. Close Reading
11.LT.21 Literary Text | 21. Recognize ways that literature from different cultures presents similar College & Career Standards Category:
themes across genres. Multiple Texts
Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
11.LT.22 Literary Text | 22. Compare and contrast works of literature that deal with similar topics College & Career Standards Category:

and problems as well as life experiences.

Multiple Texts
Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries

Rooted in the belief that truth is discovered through encounter, our speaking and listening curriculum emphasizes the importance of active engagement.
Students develop the skills to weigh complex ideas thoughtfully and respond with grace, honoring the dignity of others through intentional, clear, and faith-

Speaking and Listening

informed communication.

11.SL.1 Speaking & 1. Speak with clarity, employ vocalization techniques, use visual aids and College & Career Standards Category:
Listening technology that enhance presentation, and read audience clues. Not Applicable
11.SL.2 Speaking & 2. Prepare, organize, and deliver various types of oral presentations (e.g., College & Career Standards Category:
Listening impromptu, informative, dramatic, discursive). Not Applicable
11.SL.2.A A. Develop an awareness of personal speech behaviors in formal and
informal use.
11.SL.2.B B. Actively engage in academic discussions.
11.SL.3 Speaking & 3. Actively listen for enjoyment, for information, and for directions. College & Career Standards Category:
11.SL.3.A Listening A. Critically listen to summarize and evaluate communications that Not Applicable
inform, persuade and entertain.
11.SL.3.B B. Listen to evaluate the validity and reliability of the speaker’s

message.

In the pursuit of Truth, our writing standards empowers students to express their thoughts with clarity and purpose. By mastering the craft of composition,
students learn to articulate the movements of the mind and heart, using their rhetorical skills to bear witness to the Good, the True, and the Beautiful within the

Writing

Catholic intellectual tradition.
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11.W.1 Writing 1. Understand and use types/modes of writing: College & Career Standards Category:

e Narrative Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
e Descriptive Focus

e Expository Organization, Unity and Cohesion

e Persuasive.

11.W.2 Writing 2. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the College & Career Standards Category:
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and | Organization, Unity and Cohesion
concepts. Knowledge of Language

Language Use and Conventions

11.W.3 Writing 3. Analyze, synthesize, and respond critically to literature in order to College & Career Standards Category:

support and develop a thesis Close Reading
Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
Focus
Ideas and Analysis

11.W4 Writing 4. Brainstorm to generate ideas by using visual media, discussion, free College & Career Standards Category:

writing, and graphic organizing. Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and

Focus
Ideas and Analysis

11.W.5 Writing 5. Prewrite, draft, respond, revise, and edit written work College & Career Standards Category:
Organization, Unity and Cohesion
Development and Support
Organization
Language Use and Conventions

11.W.6 Writing 6. Write with a knowledge of audience, purpose, and tone with consistent College & Career Standards Category:

voice Organization, Unity and Cohesion
Development and Support
Organization
Language Use and Conventions

11.W.7 Writing 7. Enhance writing using figures of speech, analogies, and more College & Career Standards Category:
sophisticated vocabulary Knowledge of Language

Language Use and Conventions

11.W.8 Writing 8. Re-write. College & Career Standards Category:

11.W.8.A A. Employ clear, concise, and grade-appropriate language, limiting Knowledge of Language

conversational language. Language Use and Conventions
11.W.8.B B. Prepare a final draft of written work

11.W.9 Writing 9. Use a variety of creative responses to understand and respond to College & Career Standards Category:

literature

Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and Focus
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Ideas and Analysis

Organization, Unity and Cohesion
Development and Support
Organization

Language Use and Conventions

11.W.10 Writing 10. Use technology to produce, publish, and update individual or shared College & Career Standards Category:
writing. Not Applicable
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