English Language Arts Diocesan Learning Standards

The English Language Arts Learning Standards serves as the bridge between the development of the intellect and the formation of the soul. It is
through the mastery of language, the "Word", that students learn to perceive truth, articulate their experiences, and enter into meaningful dialogue
with the world.

We recognize that the human story reflects the Divine story. Our curriculum prioritizes:

o Literary Merit: Engaging with diverse texts that explore the complexities of the human condition, moral choice, and the search for meaning.
e The Pursuit of Truth: Analyzing literature not just for technical skill, but to develop a "moral imagination" that can distinguish between what
is fleeting and what is eternal.

Language is a gift to be used for the common good. We challenge students to achieve excellence in:

o Expressive Writing: Moving beyond basic mechanics to craft prose that is persuasive, beautiful, and grounded in integrity.
o Critical Listening and Speech: Fostering the ability to engage in civil discourse, honoring the dignity of the speaker while evaluating the logic
of the argument.

In an age of information saturation, our standards emphasize the discipline of discernment.

o Textual Analysis: Utilizing evidence-based reading strategies to unpack complex themes and authorial intent.
e Media Literacy: Equipping students to navigate contemporary media through the lens of faith, questioning the values and messages presented
in the digital landscape.
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ENGLISH IV (12" Grade)
ELA Standard Categories:

Research (R) Informational Text (IT) Speaking & Listening (SL)
Literary Text (LT) Writing (W) Language (L)
Literary Text Types: Informational Text Types:
e Saint stories e Bible
e Stories (adventure stories, historical fiction, mysteries, myths, ® Exposition, argument, and functional text in the form of
science fiction, realistic fiction, allegories, parodies, satire, and personal essays, speeches, opinion pieces
graphic novels) e Essays about art or literature
® Drama (one-act and multi-act plays, both in written form and ® Biographies, memoirs, journalism
on film) e Historical, scientific, technical, or economic accounts

® Poetry (Psalms, narrative poems, lyrical poems, free verse (including digital sources) written for a broad audience
poems, sonnets, odes, ballads, and epics)

Scripture

e Job 38-41 (God's Speech from the Whirlwind):
e Literary Focus: The Sublime, cosmic irony, advanced poetic parallelism, and the problem of evil (theodicy).
e Why it fits: Pairs naturally with Shakespearean tragedies (King Lear or Hamlet) or modern existential novels (like Frankenstein). It forces
seniors to grapple with the heights of tragic poetry and the ultimate limits of human understanding.

e Ecclesiastes 1-3 & 12 (The Vanity of Vanities):
e Literary Focus: Tone analysis, memento mori, structural balance, and philosophical framing.
e Why it fits: Its raw exploration of human mortality, existential dread, and the search for meaning mirrors Anglo-Saxon elegiac poetry,
Shakespeare’s later soliloquies, and modern 20th-century literature.

e John 1:1-14 (The Prologue):
e Literary Focus: Classical philosophical integration, high-concept metaphor (Logos as Light/Word), and cosmic prologue.
o Why it fits: Connects classical Greek philosophy to Christian theology, serving as an exceptional tool for analyzing how abstract metaphysical
realities are grounded in poetic, narrative text. Perfect for pairing with Milton’s Paradise Lost or Dante’s Divine Comedy.
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Saints

e St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430)
o Literary Application: The Spiritual Memoir & Psychological Realism.
e Why it fits: His Confessions is widely considered the Western world's first modern autobiography. Seniors reading Confessions (even just
selected excerpts like the famous "pear tree" theft in Book II) learn how an author tracks psychological interiority, philosophical doubt, and
intellectual conversion. It pairs flawlessly with complex character studies like Hamlet or psychological classics.

e St. Thomas More (1478-1535)

e Literary Application: Satire, Political Philosophy, and Apologetic Letters.

e Why it fits: A titan of British literature and Renaissance humanism, his book Ufopia is foundational to standard 12th-grade British ELA.
Furthermore, his letters from the Tower of London written to his daughter Margaret before his execution are brilliant studies in rhetoric,
bittersweet tone, and the reconciliation of intellect, state loyalty, and individual conscience.
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ACT ENGLISH SECTION OVERVIEW

College & Career
Standard Categories

Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and Focus
Organization, Unity and Cohesion

Knowledge of Language

Sentence Structure and Formation

Usage Conventions

Punctuation Conventions

Test Structure

75 Questions
45 Minutes
Passages, Multiple Choice with Four Answer Choices

Question Formats

Format 1: Tests Usage and Grammar
o Correctly forming and joining sentences
e Correct use of commas, dashes, and colons
o  Correctly using nonessential clauses and
relative pronouns
o Correct verb tense and form
Format 2: Tests Rhetorical Skills
e Logical transitions
¢ Adding information
o Conciseness
e Replacing and re-wording information

College & Career
Standard Categories

ACT WRITING SECTION OVERVIEW (OPTIONAL)

Ideas and Analysis
Development and Support
Organization

Language Use and Conventions

Test Structure

1 Question
40 Minutes
Essay Prompt

Question Format

Provided with three diverse perspectives on a particular
issue. After reading these perspectives, students are
asked to develop their own take on the topic and explain
the relationships between the original perspectives.

o Take a position on a topic and defend it

e Address all the diverse perspectives presented to
you

e Explain the relationships between those three
perspectives

1£* ordue

ACT READING SECTION OVERVIEW

College & Career
Standard Categories

Close Reading

Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Relationships

Word Meanings and Word Choice

Text Structure

Purpose and Point of View

Arguments

Multiple Texts

Test Structure

40 Questions
35 Minutes
Multiple Choice with Four Answer Choices
Four Subsections (One Long Passage or Two Shorter,
Paired Passages):
e  Prose Fiction/Literary Narrative
e Social Science
e Humanities
e Natural Science

Question Formats

Format 1: Big Picture
e Main point of the passage or the narrator's
overall point of view
Format 2: Little Detail
e A small piece of factual information in a passage
Format 3: Vocabulary in Context
e Meaning of a word in the context of the passage
Format 4: Development and Function
e How a certain paragraph, sentence, or phrase
functions in the context of the passage
e How the argument in the passage was
developed
e How the author structured the passage.
Format 5: Inference
e Make inferences based on a logical extension of
information found in a passage.
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https://blog.prepscholar.com/run-on-sentences-fragments-act-english-grammar-rule
https://blog.prepscholar.com/punctuation-on-act-english-apostrophes-colons-and-more
https://blog.prepscholar.com/relative-pronouns-on-act-english-tips-and-practice
https://blog.prepscholar.com/relative-pronouns-on-act-english-tips-and-practice
https://blog.prepscholar.com/verb-tenses-and-forms-on-act-english-grammar-rule-strategy
https://blog.prepscholar.com/transition-questions-on-act-english-strategies-and-practice
https://blog.prepscholar.com/add-delete-questions-act-english-strategies
https://blog.prepscholar.com/wordiness-and-redundancy-in-act-english-tips-and-practice
https://blog.prepscholar.com/act-grammar-rules-full-analysis-which-are-most-important
https://blog.prepscholar.com/the-4-types-of-act-reading-passages-you-should-know#ProseFiction
https://blog.prepscholar.com/the-4-types-of-act-reading-passages-you-should-know#SocialScience
https://blog.prepscholar.com/the-4-types-of-act-reading-passages-you-should-know#Humanities
https://blog.prepscholar.com/the-4-types-of-act-reading-passages-you-should-know#NaturalScience

CODE | CATEGORY | STANDARD ACT ALIGNMENT

Language
These standards establish high expectations for language usage, fostering the precision, clarity, and grammatical mastery necessary for effective
communication. By cultivating these essential skills, students learn to articulate the Truth with integrity, reflecting the order and beauty inherent in our
Catholic intellectual tradition.
12.L.1 Language 1. Consistently apply the elements of parallelism in context of their | College & Career Standards Category:
own writing. Knowledge of Language
Organization, Unity and Cohesion
12.L.2 Language 2. Write with consistent verb tense and pronoun agreement. College & Career Standards Category:
Sentence Structure and Formation
12.L.3 Language 3. Use nonrestrictive and parenthetical elements in their own College & Career Standards Category:
writing. Knowledge of Language
12.L.4 Language 4. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and College & Career Standards Category:
others' writing and speaking. Knowledge of Language
12.L.5 Language 5. Identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional | College & Career Standards Category:
language. Knowledge of Language
Language Use and Conventions
12.L.6 Language 6. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/audience interest, and | College & Career Standards Category:
style. Sentence Structure and Formation
Knowledge of Language
Language Use and Conventions
12.L.7 Language 7. Continue practice with proofreading and revision exercises. College & Career Standards Category:
Not Applicable
12.L.8 Language 8. Continue practice with timed ACT English tests. College & Career Standards Category:
Not Applicable
12.R.1 Research 1. Use the components to write an analytical research paper: College & Career Standards Category:
e Topic Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
e Preliminary thesis Focus
e Bibliography cards Ideas ﬁmd .Analysi.s )
e Working works cited page Organization, Unity and Cohesion
e  Preliminary outline Develgpment and Support
e Notecards Organization
o Final thesis/outline
e Final draft
Research
Rooted in the Catholic tradition of seeking ultimate truth, the Research curriculum equips students with the academic rigor and moral discernment
needed to navigate complex information with ethical integrity. By mastering the tools of scholarly inquiry, students learn to distinguish fact from bias,
transforming their insights into a clear, charitable voice that serves both the common good and the public square.
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12.R.2 Research 2. Generate topic/thesis that answers a question or solves a problem. | College & Career Standards Category:
Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
Focus
Ideas and Analysis
12.R.3 Research 3. Clearly narrow the focus of what the analysis will cover. College & Career Standards Category:
12.R.3.A A. Consider if the subject of the document is interesting and Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
complex enough to warrant full analytical treatment. Focus, Ideas and Analysis
12.R.4 Research 4. Research materials from a variety of sources with emphasis on College & Career Standards Category:
research databases. Ideas and Analysis
Development and Support
12.R.5 Research 5. Evaluate applicable primary/secondary sources for propaganda, College & Career Standards Category:
timeliness, reliability, etc. Ideas and Analysis
Development and Support
12.R.6 Research 6. Synthesize multiple primary/secondary sources from print and College & Career Standards Category:
non-print materials on the subject. Ideas and Analysis
Development and Support
12.R.7 Research 7. Use MLA style when writing a research paper including the use of | College & Career Standards Category:
bibliography cards/lists, note-taking, possibly an annotated Not Applicable
bibliography, outline, works cited, parenthetical citations, etc.
12.R.8 Research 8. Employ proper parenthetical citation to avoid ethical problems College & Career Standards Category:
such as plagiarizing. Development and Support
12.R.9 Research 9. Demonstrate academic integrity in all work. College & Career Standards Category:
Development and Support
12.R.10 Research 10. Recognize plagiarism and understand the ethical importance of College & Career Standards Category:

proper source documentation.

Development and Support

Students will analyze both literary and informational texts through a lens of faith, drawing upon the diverse traditions of Catholic thought to deepen their

Literary Text/ Informational Text

understanding of both narrative artistry and factual inquiry.

12.IT.1 Informational | 1. Discriminate between connotative and denotative meanings to College & Career Standards Category:
Text recognize the subtleties of an author’s word choice. Word Meanings and Word Choice
12.IT.2 Informational | 2. Determine meaning of words or phrases using context clues College & Career Standards Category:
Text (definitions, restatements, examples, descriptions, comparison- Word Meanings and Word Choice
contrast, clue words, cause-effect) from sentences, paragraphs, and
longer passages.
12.IT.3 Informational | 3. Determine meaning of complex words through structural analysis, | College & Career Standards Category:
Text using roots, prefixes, and suffixes. Word Meanings and Word Choice
12.IT.4 Informational | 4. Analyze, interpret, and evaluate the elements of messages College & Career Standards Category:
Text projected in various media (videos, pictures, web sites, artwork, Close Reading
plays and /or news programs. Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Text Structure
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12.IT.5 Informational | 5. Independently identify characteristics of informational text College & Career Standards Category:
Text (expository, technical, and persuasive) through: Close Reading
e  Supporting details Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
e Theme Purpose and Point of View
e Voice Multiple Texts
e Intertextual connections
e Author’s purpose
12.IT.6 Informational | 6. Understand the purpose of typographic clues. College & Career Standards Category:
12.IT.6.A Text A. Use such features to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate their | Close Reading
validity. Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Text Structure
12.IT.7 Informational | 7. Use prior knowledge, content, and typographical clues College & Career Standards Category:
12.IT.7.A Text A. to make, to revise, and to confirm predictions, Close Reading
12.IT.7.B B. to make inferences Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
12.IT.7.C C. to draw conclusions Relationships
12.1T.7.D D. to determine where the text leaves matters uncertain.
12.IT.8 Informational | 8. Generate and respond logically to inferential, literal, evaluative, College & Career Standards Category:
Text synthesizing and critical thinking questions before, during, and after | Close Reading
reading the text.
12.IT.9 Informational | 9. Analyze and evaluate how authors use text structure (sequence, College & Career Standards Category:
Text problem-solution, comparison-contrast, description, cause-effect) to | Text Structure
help achieve their purposes. Purpose and Point of View
Word Meanings and Word Choice
12.IT.10 Informational | 10. Analyze and identify how an author’s style (word choice, College & Career Standards Category:
Text sentence structure), rhetoric, and literary devices (irony, symbolism, | Text Structure
tone, mood, satire, point of view, allusion, hyperbole, paradox) work | Purpose and Point of View
together to achieve his or her purpose. Word Meanings and Word Choice
12.IT.11 Informational | 11. Identify the author’s position in a persuasive text, describe College & Career Standards Category:
Text techniques the author uses to support that position (bandwagon Text Structure
approach, glittering generalities, testimonials, citing authority, Purpose and Point of View
statistics, other techniques that appeal to reason or emotion). Word Meanings and Word Choice
12.IT.11.A A. Evaluate the effectiveness of these techniques and the
credibility of the information provided.
12.IT.12 Informational | 12. Distinguish between fact and opinion and recognize propaganda | College & Career Standards Category:
Text (advertising, media, politics, warfare), bias, and stereotypes in a Purpose and Point of View
variety of mediums. Word Meanings and Word Choice
12.LT.1 Literary Text | 1. Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in more College & Career Standards Category:
complex passages and draw logical conclusions by synthesizing Close Reading
information
12.LT.2 Literary Text | 2. Ascertain subtle details in complex passages College & Career Standards Category:
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Close Reading
12.LT.3 Literary Text | 3. Synthesize information from different portions of a passage College & Career Standards Category:
Close Reading
12.LT.4 Literary Text | 4. Draw complex or subtle logical conclusions College & Career Standards Category:
Close Reading
Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
12.LT.5 Literary Text | 5. Identify central ideas and themes in British Literature and College & Career Standards Category:
religious texts, including fiction and non-fiction Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Multiple Texts
12.LT.6 Literary Text | 6. Identify and use different types of sources: primary, secondary, College & Career Standards Category:
including scholarly journal, peer-review articles Multiple Texts
12.LT.7 Literary Text | 7. Identify complex characters and their development over the College & Career Standards Category:
course of a text Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Relationships
12.LT.8 Literary Text | 8. Identify and describe different types of characters (protagonist, College & Career Standards Category:
antagonist, static, dynamic, round, and flat). Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Relationships
12.LT.9 Literary Text | 9. Identify and analyze the conflicts that advance character College & Career Standards Category:
development and/or relationships among characters, specifically Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
foils Relationships
Arguments
12.LT.10 Literary Text | 10. Analyze the motivation behind a character's actions as it College & Career Standards Category:
advances the plot and develops the theme Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
12.LT.11 Literary Text | 11. Analyze how the choice of a specific word or phrase shapes College & Career Standards Category:
meaning or tone. Word Meanings and Word Choice
12.LT.12 Literary Text | 12. Interpret the use of literary and poetic elements (similes, College & Career Standards Category:
metaphors, analogies, hyperbole, onomatopoeia, personification, Word Meanings and Word Choice
idioms, imagery, symbolism, satire, sarcasm, irony, allusion, Text Structure
alliteration, paradox, overstatement, understatement, doppelganger).
12.LT.13 Literary Text | 13. Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a College & Career Standards Category:
text, order events within it, manipulate time, and create an overall Word Meanings and Word Choice
mood or aesthetic impact. Text Structure
12.LT.14 Literary Text | 14. Trace the development of the plot through flashback and College & Career Standards Category:
foreshadowing. Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
Text Structure
12.LT.15 Literary Text | 15. Analyze how a frame story may parallel the primary plot. College & Career Standards Category:
Close Reading
Central Ideas, Themes and Summaries
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Purpose and Point of View

12.LT.16 Literary Text | 16. Recognize point of view and purpose. College & Career Standards Category:
Purpose and Point of View
12.LT.17 Literary Text | 17. Identify a clear purpose and how that purpose shapes content and | College & Career Standards Category:
style. Purpose and Point of View
12.LT.18 Literary Text | 18. Recognize the various points of view (first person and third College & Career Standards Category:
person limited and omniscient). Purpose and Point of View
12.LT.19 Literary Text | 19. Analyze a passage in which grasping the point of view requires College & Career Standards Category:
distinguishing what is explicitly stated or inferred. Purpose and Point of View
12.LT.20 Literary Text | 20. Independently generate and respond logically to inferential, College & Career Standards Category:
literal, and critical thinking questions. Close Reading
12.LT.21 Literary Text | 21. Analyze historical, societal, and cultural influences on characters | College & Career Standards Category:
and events in the literary work. Multiple Texts
Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
12.LT.22 Literary Text | 22. Recognize ways that literature from different cultures presents College & Career Standards Category:
similar themes across genres. Multiple Texts
Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries
12.LT.23 Literary Text | 23. Compare and contrast works of literature that deal with similar College & Career Standards Category:

topics and problems as well as life experiences.

Multiple Texts
Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries

Rooted in the belief that truth is discovered through encounter, our speaking and listening curriculum emphasizes the importance of active engagement.
Students develop the skills to weigh complex ideas thoughtfully and respond with grace, honoring the dignity of others through intentional, clear, and

Speaking and Listening

faith-informed communication.

12.SL.1 Speaking & 1. Speak with clarity, employ vocalization techniques. College & Career Standards Category:
12.SL.1.A Listening A. Use visual aids and technology that enhance presentation. Not Applicable
12.SL.1.B B. Read audience clues.
12.SL.2 Speaking & 2. Prepare, organize, and deliver various types of oral presentations | College & Career Standards Category:
Listening (e.g., impromptu, informative, dramatic, discursive). Not Applicable
12.SL.2.A A. Develop an awareness of personal speech behaviors in
formal and informal use.
12.SL.3 Speaking & 3. Actively listen for enjoyment, for information, and for directions. | College & Career Standards Category:
12.SL.3.A Listening A. Critically listen to summarize. Not Applicable
12.SL.3.B B. Evaluate communications that inform, persuade and
entertain.
12.SL.3.C C. Listen to evaluate the validity and reliability of the speaker’s
message.
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Writing
In the pursuit of Truth, our writing standards empowers students to express their thoughts with clarity and purpose. By mastering the craft of
composition, students learn to articulate the movements of the mind and heart, using their rhetorical skills to bear witness to the Good, the True, and the
Beautiful within the Catholic intellectual tradition.

12.W.1 Writing 1. Understand and use types/modes of writing: College & Career Standards Category:
e Narrative Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
e Descriptive Focus
e Expository Organization, Unity and Cohesion
e Persuasive
12.W.2 Writing 2. Write unified paragraphs and include sentence variety and College & Career Standards Category:
complexity. Organization, Unity and Cohesion
Knowledge of Language
Language Use and Conventions
12.W.3 Writing 3. Analyze, synthesize, and respond critically to literature in order to | College & Career Standards Category:
support and develop a thesis. Close Reading
Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
Focus
Ideas and Analysis
12.W4 Writing 4. Brainstorm to generate ideas by using visual media, discussion, College & Career Standards Category:
free writing, and graphic organizing. Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
Focus
Ideas and Analysis
12.W.5 Writing 5. Prewrite, draft, respond, revise, and edit written work. College & Career Standards Category:

Organization, Unity and Cohesion
Development and Support

Organization
Language Use and Conventions
12.W.6 Writing 6. Write with a knowledge of audience, purpose, and tone with College & Career Standards Category:
consistent voice. Organization, Unity and Cohesion
Development and Support
Organization
Language Use and Conventions
12.W.7 Writing 7. Enhance writing of figures of speech, analogies, and more College & Career Standards Category:
sophisticated vocabulary. Knowledge of Language
Language Use and Conventions
12.W.8 Writing 8. Re-write. College & Career Standards Category:
12.W.8.A A. Employ clear, concise, and grade-appropriate language, Knowledge of Language
limiting conversational language Language Use and Conventions
12.W.8.B B. Prepare a final draft of written work.
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12.W.9 Writing 9. Identify the components of effective professional writing College & Career Standards Category:

(resumes, cover letters, thank you notes, etc.). Not Applicable
12.W.10 Writing 10. Use a variety of creative responses to understand and respond to | College & Career Standards Category:
literature. Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and
Focus

Ideas and Analysis
Organization, Unity and Cohesion
Development and Support

Organization
Language Use and Conventions
12.W.11 Writing 11. Use technology to produce, publish, and update individual or College & Career Standards Category:
shared writing. Not Applicable
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12t Grade

APPENDIX A: Reading Level Conversion Chart

READING LEVEL CONVERSION CHART

Reading Stage Grade DRA Fountas-Pinnell | AR Grade Lexile
Guided Reading | Equivalency
Emergent K A-1 A 1.0 NA
2 B 1.1
3-4 C 1.2
Emergent/Early K-1 6 D 1.3 80-420
8 E
Early 1 10 F 1.5 80-420
12 G 1.5
14 H 1.6-1.8
16 I 1.9-2.1
Early/Fluent 1-2 20 J 2.2 420-650
2 20 K 2.3-2.6
2 28 L 2.7-2.9
2-3 28 M 3.0-3.2
Fluent 3 30-34 N 3.3-34 650-770
38 0 3.5-3.7
38 P 3.9
4 40 Q 4.1-4.5
R
4-5 40 S 4.7-5.5 780-1010
5 44 T 4.7-5.5
U
5-6 44 \Y 5.8-7.4
6 N/A w 5.8-7.4 925-1185
X
6-7 N/A Y 7.5-7.9 1050-
8-9 Z 8.1-8.9 1335
0+ 7+ 8.9+
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