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Social Studies Diocesan Learning Standards 

Social Studies in the Catholic school is the systematic study of human relationships, historical experience, and global stewardship illuminated by the 

light of the Gospel. Grounded in the truth that every human person is created in the image and likeness of God (Imago Dei), our curriculum forms 

students to evaluate society through the lens of faith, reason, and moral responsibility. Through the integrated disciplines of Social Studies, students 

learn to see human culture and history not merely as static facts, but as the unfolding story of God's creation and redemptive grace. 

Core Disciplinary Categories 

History (H) 

Approached as the narrative of human experience, history is studied with intellectual rigor, honesty, and moral clarity. Students engage primary 

sources and examine the accomplishments, struggles, and fallen nature of humanity across time, recognizing the profound impact of the Church in 

shaping culture and learning to discern God’s presence throughout human events. 

Geography (G) 

Grounded in the stewardship of creation (Laudato Si'), geography explores the spatial relationships between land, culture, and resources. Students 

examine how physical environments shape human communities and cultivate a deep sense of responsibility for preserving the Earth as our common 

home. 

 

Economics (E) 

Evaluated through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching, economics studies how societies manage resources to satisfy human needs. The curriculum 

emphasizes the dignity of work, the moral dimensions of financial decisions, economic justice, and a preferential option for the poor and vulnerable 

over unbridled materialism. 

 

Civics & Government (CG) 

Rooted in the concept of Faithful Citizenship, civics prepares students to participate actively, ethically, and responsibly in civic life. Students study 

governmental structures, rights, and responsibilities, learning to apply principles of solidarity, subsidiarity, and the protection of human dignity to 

advance the common good. 

Behavioral Sciences (BS) 

Drawing from psychology, sociology, and anthropology, the study of human behavior explores how individuals, families, and cultures interact. 

Students analyze human relationships through the truth of the Imago Dei, fostering empathy, moral reasoning, and a deep respect for the sacred 

dignity of every individual across diverse human societies. 
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9-12 AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 

 
Standard Categories: 

● History (H) 

● Geography (G) 

● Economics (E) 

● Civics & Government (CG) 

● Behavioral Sciences (BS) 

K-12 Inquiry Skills:

● Construct compelling questions 

● Construct supporting questions 

● Gather and evaluate sources 

● Develop claims and use evidence 

● Communicate and critique conclusions 

Take informed action
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CODE CATEGORY STANDARD ACT ALIGNMENT 

Civics and Government 

Rooted in Catholic Social Teaching and faithful citizenship, the High School Civics and Government curriculum forms students to participate ethically in public 

life. Grounded in human dignity (Imago Dei), solidarity, and subsidiarity, students analyze the U.S. Constitution, government structures, and public policy through 

a well-formed Catholic conscience—equipping them to defend rights, advocate for justice, and serve the common good.Constitution, the three branches of 

government, the democratic process, and the principles of solidarity and subsidiarity. 
Through this continuum, students learn to participate charitably and responsibly in civic life, advocating for a just and peaceful society. AG.1 

AG.1.

A 

AG.1.

B 

AG.1.C 

Civics & 

Government 

1. Define government and its purpose. 
A.   Trace the English roots of American democracy. 

B.   Describe the philosophical roots of American democracy.  

C.  Examine the fundamental principles in the Declaration of 

Independence. 

Test Not Administered 

AG.2 

AG.2.A 

AG.2.B 

AG.2.C 

Civics & 

Government 

2. Identify the structures of government outlined in the constitution. 

A.   Examine the weaknesses and limitations of the Articles of 
Confederation and how these led to the Constitutional Convention. 

B.   Analyze the creation and ratification of the United States Constitution.  

C.  Assess the basic principles of the Constitution including the 
amendment process, federalism, separation of powers, judicial review. 

Test Not Administered 

AG.3 

AG.3.A 

 
AG.3.B 

AG.3.C 

AG.3.D 

AG.3.E 

 
AG.3.F 

Civics & 

Government 

3. Define how Americans participate in the political process. 

A.   Account for the development of American political parties from 1789- 

present. 
B.   Examine voter behavior and participation. 
C.  Compare and contrast the political spectrum. 

D.  Describe the electoral process from nomination through election. 

E.   Explain the influence of mass media and public opinion on elections, the 

political, process, and policy making. 

F.   Describe the influence of interest groups, lobbyists, and PACs on 

elections, the political process and policy making. 

Test Not Administered 

AG.4 

AG.4.A 

AG.4.B 

AG.4.C 

Civics & 

Government 

4. Identify the structure, powers and roles of the legislative branch of the Unites 

States government. 

A.   Examine the organization and membership of the United States 

Congress. 
B.   Distinguish between the different powers of Congress as set forth in 

Article I. 

C.  Trace how a bill becomes a law. 

Test Not Administered 
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AG.5 

AG.5.A 

AG.5.B 
AG.5.C 

 
AG.5.D 

Civics & 

Government 

5. Identify the structure, powers, and roles of the executive branch of the 

United States government. 

A.   List the specific powers delegated in Article II of the Constitution to the 

president. 

B.   Illustrate the roles and duties of the president. 

C.  Trace the development and function of the executive branch, including the 

cabinet and federal bureaucracy. 
D.  Examine how the power of the presidency has expanded since 

Washington's administration. 

Test Not Administered 

AG.6 

 
AG.6.A 

AG.6.B 

AG.6 

Civics & 

Government 

6. Identify the structure, powers, and roles of the judicial branch of the United 

States government including landmark Supreme Court decisions. 

A.   Describe the organization of the federal court system. 

B.   Examine the concept of judicial review as found in early landmark cases. 
C.  Investigate how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Bill of Rights 

Test Not Administered 


