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Social Studies Diocesan Learning Standards 

Social Studies in the Catholic school is the systematic study of human relationships, historical experience, and global stewardship illuminated by the 

light of the Gospel. Grounded in the truth that every human person is created in the image and likeness of God (Imago Dei), our curriculum forms 

students to evaluate society through the lens of faith, reason, and moral responsibility. Through the integrated disciplines of Social Studies, students 

learn to see human culture and history not merely as static facts, but as the unfolding story of God's creation and redemptive grace. 

Core Disciplinary Categories 

History (H) 

Approached as the narrative of human experience, history is studied with intellectual rigor, honesty, and moral clarity. Students engage primary 

sources and examine the accomplishments, struggles, and fallen nature of humanity across time, recognizing the profound impact of the Church in 

shaping culture and learning to discern God’s presence throughout human events. 

Geography (G) 

Grounded in the stewardship of creation (Laudato Si'), geography explores the spatial relationships between land, culture, and resources. Students 

examine how physical environments shape human communities and cultivate a deep sense of responsibility for preserving the Earth as our common 

home. 

 

Economics (E) 

Evaluated through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching, economics studies how societies manage resources to satisfy human needs. The curriculum 

emphasizes the dignity of work, the moral dimensions of financial decisions, economic justice, and a preferential option for the poor and vulnerable 

over unbridled materialism. 

 

Civics & Government (CG) 

Rooted in the concept of Faithful Citizenship, civics prepares students to participate actively, ethically, and responsibly in civic life. Students study 

governmental structures, rights, and responsibilities, learning to apply principles of solidarity, subsidiarity, and the protection of human dignity to 

advance the common good. 

Behavioral Sciences (BS) 

Drawing from psychology, sociology, and anthropology, the study of human behavior explores how individuals, families, and cultures interact. 

Students analyze human relationships through the truth of the Imago Dei, fostering empathy, moral reasoning, and a deep respect for the sacred 

dignity of every individual across diverse human societies. 
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9-12 AMERICAN HISTORY 

Standard Categories: 

• History (H) 

• Geography (G) 

• Economics (E) 

• Civics & Government (CG) 

• Behavioral Sciences (BS) 

 

K-12 Inquiry Skills: 

• Construct compelling questions 

• Construct supporting questions 

• Gather and evaluate sources 

• Develop claims and use evidence 

• Communicate and critique 

conclusions 

• Take informed action 
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CODE CATEGORY STANDARD ACT ALIGNMENT 
American History 

Studied through the lens of faith, reason, and moral responsibility, the High School American History curriculum challenges students to analyze the nation’s 

political, economic, and social development from its origins to the modern era. Grounded in human dignity (Imago Dei), students evaluate historical events 

against founding ideals and Catholic Social Teaching while examining the Church’s unique contributions to the American story. Through rigorous primary-

source inquiry and civil debate, students develop the moral clarity and critical thinking required to act as informed, virtuous citizens. 

AH.1 

AH.1.A 

 

AH.1.B 

AH.1.C 

AH.1.D 

History 1. Use research skills in history. 

A. Interpret and construct historical data displayed in graphs, tables, charts, 

timelines, and maps. 

B. Formulate questions that can be answered by historical study and research. 

C. Evaluate primary and secondary sources. 

D. Demonstrate the skills of historical analysis to past and current social, 

political, geographic, and economic issues facing the world. 

Test Not Administered 

AH.2 

AH.2.A 

AH.2.B 

 

AH.2.C 

History 

 

2. Identify the 17th century period, settlement, and colonization in North America. 

A. Analyze the impact of cultural exchanges between Old and New worlds. 

B. Explain how political, religious, economic and social institutions emerged in 

the English, French, and Spanish colonies in North America. 

C. Compare and contrast the characteristics of the New England, Middle and 

Southern colonies. 

Test Not Administered 

AH.3 

 

AH.3.A 

 

AH.3.B 

 

AH.3.C 

 

AH.3.D 

History 

 

3. Identify major developments from the revolutionary era through ratification of the 

constitution. 

A. Assess the economic, political, and social reasons for the American revolution. 

B. Recount the major developments leading to American victory in the 

Revolutionary War. 

C. Analyze the impact of the American Revolution on politics, economy, and 

society. 

D. Analyze how the new national government was created and implemented. 

Test Not Administered 

AH.4 

 

AH.4.A 

 

AH.4.B 

AH.4.C 

 

AH.4.D 

 

AH.4.E 

History 

 

4. Identify the major political, economic, and social development of the United States 

from 1800 to 1850. 

A. Trace the territorial growth of the American nation and its impact on native 

peoples. 

B. Assess the extension and reorganization of political democracy after 1800. 

C. Explain the emergence of the early industrial revolution and market economy. 

D. Evaluate the sources and character of cultural, religious, and social reform 

movements. 

E. Compare and contrast antebellum North and South. 

Test Not Administered 

AH.5 History 5. Identify the causes and impacts of the Civil War. Test Not Administered 
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AH.5.A 

AH.5.B 

A. Explain the economic, social, and political causes of the Civil War. 

B. Interpret the course and character of the Civil War and its effects on the 

American people. 

 

AH.6 

AH.6.A 

AH.6.B 

 

AH.6.C 

 

AH.6.D 

History 6. Identify the factors that transformed the US into a world power. 

A. Describe the development of the post-Civil War American west. 

B. Assess how industrialization, immigration, and urbanization impacted the 

American landscape. 

C. Evaluate the successes and failures as well as immediate and long-term effects 

of Reconstruction plans. 

D. Investigate and identify the factors that influenced labor movements, Populism 

and Progressivism. 

Test Not Administered 

AH.7 

AH.7.A 

 

AH.7.B 

AH.7.C 

History 7. Identify the domestic policy issues of the 1920s and 1930s. 

A. Compare and contrast the traditional and modern interpretations of America in 

the 1920s. 

B. Describe the causes and consequences of the Great Depression. 

C. Trace how the New Deal addressed the Great Depression, transformed 

American federalism, and initiated the welfare state. 

Test Not Administered 

AH.8 

AH.8.A 

 

AH.8.B 

AH.8.C 

AH.8.D 

History 8. Identify the causes, events and impact of World War II. 

A. Trace the evolution of American foreign policy from internationalism through 

isolationism to American involvement in WWII. 

B. Identify the factors in the rise of European fascism and Japanese militarism. 

C. Illustrate the major military developments and turning points during WWII. 

D. Describe how WWII transformed home front USA. 

Test Not Administered 

AH.9 

AH.9.A 

AH.9.B 

AH.9.C 

History 9. Identify the post-war economic, social transformation, and political changes. 

A. Identify and analyze America's post World War II foreign policy. 

B. Describe American post-World War II domestic policy. 

C. Describe post World War II American society. 

Test Not Administered 

AH.10 

AH.10.A 

AH.10.B 

AH.10.C 

History 10. Identify the significant events and issues of the 1960's and 70's. 

A. Analyze foreign policy in the 1960s and 70s. 

B. Describe domestic policy in the 1960s and 70s. 

C. Describe how American society was transformed in the 1960s and 70s. 

Test Not Administered 

AH.11 

AH.11.A 

 

AH.11.B 

AH.11.C 

AH.11.D 

History 11. Identify the significant events and issues of the 1975 to1992. 

A. Identify and describe the events and issues that shaped our nation from 1975 to 

1992. 

B. Describe US foreign policy in the period 1975 to 1992. 

C. Describe US domestic policy in the period 1975 to 1992. 

D. Evaluate how American society changed in the period 1975 to 1992. 

Test Not Administered 
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AH.12 

AH.12.A 

AH.12.B 

 

 

AH.12.C 

History 12. Identify major current events post-Cold War. 

A. Identify the connection between current and historical events and issues. 

B. Describe how key political, social, environmental and economic events of the 

late 20th century and early 21st century affected and continue to affect the 

United States. 

C. Hypothesize how historical and current trends will impact America's future. 

Test Not Administered 

 

 


