English Language Arts Diocesan Learning Standards

The English Language Arts Learning Standards serves as the bridge between the development of the intellect and the formation of the soul. It is
through the mastery of language, the "Word", that students learn to perceive truth, articulate their experiences, and enter into meaningful dialogue
with the world.

We recognize that the human story reflects the Divine story. Our curriculum prioritizes:

o Literary Merit: Engaging with diverse texts that explore the complexities of the human condition, moral choice, and the search for meaning.
e The Pursuit of Truth: Analyzing literature not just for technical skill, but to develop a "moral imagination" that can distinguish between what
is fleeting and what is eternal.

Language is a gift to be used for the common good. We challenge students to achieve excellence in:

o Expressive Writing: Moving beyond basic mechanics to craft prose that is persuasive, beautiful, and grounded in integrity.
o Critical Listening and Speech: Fostering the ability to engage in civil discourse, honoring the dignity of the speaker while evaluating the logic
of the argument.

In an age of information saturation, our standards emphasize the discipline of discernment.

o Textual Analysis: Utilizing evidence-based reading strategies to unpack complex themes and authorial intent.
e Media Literacy: Equipping students to navigate contemporary media through the lens of faith, questioning the values and messages presented
in the digital landscape.
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EIGHTH GRADE

ELA Standard Categories:
e Reading Foundations (RF) e Informational Text (IT) e Language (L)
o Literary Text (LT) o Writing (W) e Speaking and Listening (SL)
Literature Types: Informational Text Types:
e Saint Stories e Bible
e Stories (adventure, historical fiction, mysteries, myths, science fiction, e Exposition, Argument and Functional Text (personal essays,
realistic fiction, allegories, parodies, satire, and graphic novels) speeches, opinion pieces, biographies, memoirs, journalism)
e Dramas (one-act, multi-act plays, written and film) e Historical, scientific, technical or economic accounts (including digital
e Poetry (Psalms, narrative, lyrical, free verse, sonnets, odes, ballads sources)
and epics)

Scripture

e "All this," said David, "the Lord made me understand in writing by His hand upon me, all the details of this pattern." (1 Chronicles 28:19)

o They read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that they understood the reading. (Nehemiah 8:8)

o Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. (Ephesians 4:32)

o The natives showed us extraordinary kindness; for because of the rain that had set in and because of the cold, they kindled a fire and received
us all. (Acts 28:2)

e Your kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near. (Philippians 4:5)

e So faith, hope and love remain these three; but the greatest of these is love. (1 Corinthians, Chapter 13)

e [ in my turn, after carefully going over the whole story from the beginning, have decided to write an ordered account for you, Theophilus, so
that your Excellency may learn how well founded the teaching is that you have received. (Luke 1:3-4)

e The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12)

e It is the same with you: if you do not use your tongue to produce speech that can be readily understood, how can anyone know what you are
saying? You will be talking to the air. However many the languages used in the world, all of them use sound; but if I do not understand the
meaning of the sound, I am a barbarian to the person who is speaking, and the speaker is a barbarian to me. (1 Corinthians 14:9-11)
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8 Grade

All scripture is inspired by God and useful for refuting error, for guiding people's lives and teaching them to be upright. This is how someone
who is dedicated to God becomes fully equipped and ready for any good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Do not let anyone look down on you because you are young, but be an example for believers in your speech, your conduct, your love, faith
and purity. (1 Timothy 4:12)

Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. (Matthew 7:7)

I pray that the fellowship of your faith may become effective through the knowledge of every good thing which is in you for Christ’s sake.
(Philemon 1:6)

I too will answer my share, I also will tell my opinion. (Job 32:17)

Explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to
you is the Christ." (Acts 17:3)

A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. (Matthew 7:18)

But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (2 Timothy 4:5)

Commit your works to the Lord and your plans will be established. (Proverbs 16:3)

I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship. (Exodus 31:3)

I will fetch my knowledge from afar, And I will ascribe righteousness to my Maker. (Job 36:3)

Therefore we ought to support such men, so that we may be fellow workers with the truth. (3 John 1:8)

My words are from the uprightness of my heart, And my lips speak knowledge sincerely. (Job 33:3)

And the one who searches hearts knows what is the intention of the Spirit, because it intercedes for the holy ones according to God’s will.
(Romans 8:27)

Therefore, we aspire to please him, whether we are at home or away. (2 Corinthians 5:9)

Everything must be done (1 Corinthians 14:40)

But I have raised you up[a] for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.
(Exodus 9:16)

Then Peter came up and said to him, "Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?" Jesus
said to him, "I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times." (Matthew 18:21-22)

While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take it; this is my body”. Then he took a
cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, and they all drank from it. He said to them “This is my blood of the covenant, which will be shed for
many.” (Mark 14:22-24)

Upon this rock, I will build my church. (Matthew 16:18)

He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from
beginning to end. (Ecclesiastes 3:11)

LORD... Make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt,
faith; where there is darkness, light and where there is sadness, joy. (Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi)

Jesus told them a story to teach them that they should keep on talking with God and not give up. (Luke 18)
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Saints

Month |Day|Saint 14 |St. Kateri Tekakwitha
January | 4 [St. Elizabeth Ann Seton August | 4 |[St. John Vianney
24 |St. Francis de Sales 8 [St. Dominic
27 |St. John Chrysostom September| 20 |St. Andrew Kim Taegon
31 |St. John Bosco 30 |St. Jerome
February | 1 |St. Brigid of Kildare October | 1 |St. Thérese of Lisieux
10 [St. Scholastica 11 [St. John XXIII
14 |St. Cyril & St. Methodius 15 [St. Teresa of Avila
March | 21 |St. Benedict of Nursia 18 [St. Luke the Evangelist
April 28 |St. Gianna Molla 22 |St. John Paul 1T
May 20 |St. Bernadine of Siena November | 13 |St. Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini
June 3 [St. Charles Lwanga December | 3 |St. Francis Xavier
7 |St. Gotteschalk 14 |St. John of the Cross
13 [St. Anthony of Padua 22 |St. Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini
29 |[St. Paul the Apostle 27 |St. John the Apostle
July 11 [St. Benedict of Nursia
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CODE

CATEGORY

STANDARD

iREADY
ASSESSMENTS

Newman and
Lumen
Standards

Reading Foundations
These standards are articulated through an integrated curriculum that incorporates Scripture, Saints and their lives, liturgical readings, and devotional traditions
alongside foundational literary texts
8.RF.1 Reading 1. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary and informational texts at the 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS1, GS2,
Foundations | high end of grades 6-8 text complexity independently and proficiently. These skills will Assessed GS3, DS1,
be effectively applied through the practice and teaching of Bible stories, the saints and Explicit Meaning DS2, 1S2, 1S3,
their lives, Mass readings, and the Church’s prayers. See Appendix A: 1512
8.RF.1.A A. Read on-level text, both silently and orally, at an appropriate rate with accuracy Reading Level 7.1
and fluency to support comprehension. Conversion Chart
Literary Text/ Informational Text
Students will analyze both literary and informational texts through a lens of faith, drawing upon the diverse traditions of Catholic thought to deepen their
understanding of both narrative artistry and factual inquiry.
8.LTA1 Literary Text | 1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 8.1,82,84,85,9.1 GS1, GS2,
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. These skills will be effectively Assessed GS3, G54,
applied through the practice and teaching of Bible stories, the saints and their lives, Explicit Meaning 1S2, 1S3, IS5,
Mass readings, and the Church’s prayers. Implicit Meaning 1S7, 1510,
1IS11, 1512,
1IS15, DSA,
DS3, DS4
7.1
8.LT.2 Literary Text | 2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS1, GS2,
course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot. Assessed GS3, G54,
8.LT.2.A A. Provide an objective summary of the text. Key ldeas DS1, DS3,
1S2, 1S3, 1S4,
IS7, 1S8, 1S10,
1IS11, 1512,
1IS15, DS4
7.1
8.LT.3 Literary Text | 3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS1, GS2,
action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. Assessed GS3, G4,
Implicit Meaning 1S2, 1S3, 1S4,
1S5, 1S6, 1S7,
IS8, 1510,
1IS11, 1514,

8 Grade
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IS15, DS1,

DS4, DS6,
DS7
7.1
8.LT4 Literary Text | 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 8.1,82,84,85,9.1 GS1, GS2,
figurative and connotative meanings. Assessed GS3, G4,
A. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including Vocabulary 1S2, 1IS14,
8.LT4A analogies or allusions to other texts. Author’s Craft IS15, DS4,
DS7
7.1
8.LT.5 Literary Text | 5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS1, GS2,
differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. Assessed GS3, G54,
Author’s Craft 1S2, 1S3, IS4,
IS5, 1S6, 1S14,
1IS15, DS4,
DS7
7.1
8.LT.6 Literary Text | 6. Analyze how differences in the points of view (perspectives) of the characters and 8.1,82,84,85,9.1 GS1, GS2,
the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such Assessed GS3, G54,
effects as suspense or humor. Author’s Craft DS1, DS2,
DS3, DS4,
DS6, DS7,
1S2, I1S6, IS7,
IS8, 1S12,
1S13, 1S14,
1IS15
7.1
8.LT.7 Literary Text | 7. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays Not Applicable GS1, GS2,
faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director GS3, DS1,
or actors including Bible stories and the lives of the saints, to develop a Catholic 1S2, 1S3, 1S7,
worldview and social sense. 1S10, IS11,
1S12
7.1
8.LT.8 Literary Text | 8. Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1, GS2, GS3,
character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works, including describing Assessed Dgﬁ;gﬁ 1,’52%3}
how the material is rendered new. Key Ideas IS7
7.1

8 Grade
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8.1T1 Informational | 1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS1, GS2,
Text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. These skills will be effectively Assessed GS3, GS4,
applied through the practice and teaching of Bible stories, the saints and their lives, Explicit Meaning DS1, DS3,
Mass readings, and the Church’s prayers. Implicit Meaning D34, 1S2, 1S3,
1S7, 1510,
1IS11, 1512,
IS14, 1S15
7.1
8.IT.2 Informational | 2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS1, GS2,
Text the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas. Assessed GS3, GS4,
8.IT.2.A A. Provide an objective summary of the text. Key Ideas DS1, DS3,
DS4, DS7,
1S2, 1S3, IS7
7.1
8.IT.3 Informational | 3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS1, GS2,
Text ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). Assessed GS3, GS4,
Key Ideas DS1, DS2,
DS6, DS7,
1S7, 1S8, 1S9,
1S10, IS11,
1S12, 1S14,
1IS15
71,72
8.1T.4 Informational | 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS1, GS2,
Text figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. Assessed GS3, G4,
A. Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including Vocabulary DS1, DS3,
8.IT.4.A analogies or allusions to other texts. Author’s Craft D34, 151, 1S2,
IS14, 1S15
71,72
8.IT.5 Informational | 5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS1, GS2,
Text particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept to develop a Catholic Assessed GS3, GS4,
worldview and social sense. Author’s Craft DS1, ||§11:5|S14'
7.1
8.IT.6 Informational | 6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1, G2, GS3,
Text acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints to develop a Catholic Assessed G]Ség‘ '|SS11' JSQ?
worldview and social sense. Author’s Craft 11
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8.IT.7 Informational | 7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print Not Applicable GS1, GS2,
Text or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a topic or idea. GS3, DS1,
1S2, 1S3, IS7,
1S10, IS11,
1S12
7.1

8.IT.8 Informational | 8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS1, GS2,
Text whether the reasoning is sound, and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to develop Assessed GS3, GS4,
a Catholic worldview and social sense. Implicit Meaning DS1, I1S2, IS8,
A. Recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 1IS10, 1511,
8.IT.8.A 1S12, 1S14,
1IS15
71,72

8.IT.9 Informational | 9. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS1, GS2,
Text same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. Assessed GS3, GS4,
Key Ideas DS1, DS7,
1S1, 1S3, IS7,
IS8, 1S14,
1IS15
7.1

Writing
In the pursuit of Truth, our writing standards empowers students to express their thoughts with clarity and purpose. By mastering the craft of composition,
students learn to articulate the movements of the mind and heart, using their rhetorical skills to bear witness to the Good, the True, and the Beautiful within the
Catholic intellectual tradition.

8.W.1 Writing 1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS4, 151, 1S3,
A. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or Assessed WS1, WS2,
8.W.1.A opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. Planning & Organization, | WS3, WS4,
B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, Sentence Structure, DS3, DS4,
8.W.1.B credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. Appropriate Expression DS6
C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the 71,72
8.W.1.C relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
D. Establish and maintain a formal style.
8.W.1.D E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
8.WA.E argument presented.
8.W.2 Writing 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS4, 151, 1S3,
and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. Assessed WS1, WS2,
8 Grade Coding Standards: Grade Level Number. Category Abbreviation. Standard Number. Underlying Standard Capital Letter. Exemplar: K.OA.1.A
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8.W.2.A A. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, Planning & Organization, | WS3, WS4,
concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., Sentence Structure, DS4, DS6
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding | Appropriate Expression 71,72
comprehension.

8.W.2.B B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details,
quotations, or other information and examples.

8.W.2.C C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts.

8.W.2.D D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or
explain the topic.

8.W.2.E E. Establish and maintain a formal style.

8.W.2.F F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented.

8.W.3 Writing 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS4, 151, 1S3,

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. Assessed WS1, WS2,
A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and Planning & Organization, | WS3, WS4,
8.W.3.A introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that Sentence Structure, DS4, DS6
unfolds naturally and logically. Appropriate Expression 71,72
B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection,
8.W.3.B to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence,
8.W.3.C signal shifts from one-time frame or setting to another, and show the
relationships among experiences and events.
D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory
8.W.3.D language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.
E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences
8.W.3.E or events.

8.W.4 Writing 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS4, 152, 1S3,
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for Assessed WS1, WS2,
writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above) Planning & Organization | WS3, WS4,

DS4, DS6
71,7.2

8.W.5 Writing 5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 1S2, 1S3, WS2,
writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, Assessed WS3, WS4
focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for 7.1
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conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and
including grade 8).

Planning & Organization,
Sentence Structure,
Appropriate Expression

8.W.6 Writing 6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present Not Applicable GS4, 151, 1S3,
the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and WS2
collaborate with others. 71,72
8.W.7 Writing 7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 8.1,82,84,85,9.1 GS4, WST1,
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused Assessed WS2, WS3,
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration to develop a Catholic worldview | Planning & Organization DS4
and social sense. 71,72

8.W.8 Writing 8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, to develop a 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS4, WS2
Catholic worldview and social sense using search terms effectively. Assessed 7.1

8.W.8.A A. Assess the credibility and accuracy of each source. Planning & Organization

B. Quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding

8.W.8.B plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

8.W.9 Writing 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts, including Bible stories and the 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS4, WS1,
lives of the saints, to support analysis, reflection, and research. Assessed WS2, DS4,

8.W.9.A A. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how a modern Explicit Meaning DS6

work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from Implicit Meaning 7.1
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including
describing how the material is rendered new").
8.W.9.B B. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Delineate and Implicit Meaning
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when
irrelevant evidence is introduced").

8.W.10 Writing 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS4, WSH1,
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of Assessed WS2, WS3,
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences recognizing the beauty and Planning & Organization, | WS4, DS4
goodness. Sentence Structure, 7.1

Appropriate Expression
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Speaking and Listening

Rooted in the belief that truth is discovered through encounter, our speaking and listening curriculum emphasizes the importance of active engagement. Students
develop the skills to weigh complex ideas thoughtfully and respond with grace, honoring the dignity of others through intentional, clear, and faith-informed

communication.
8.SL.1 Speaking & | 1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, Not Applicable GS4, DS1,
Listening and teacher-led) with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their DS2, D34,
own clearly. DS5, DS6,
8.SL.1.A A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under DS7
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, 7.1
text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.
8.SL.1.B B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress
toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.
8.S5L1.C C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to
others' questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and
ideas.
8.SL.1.D D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted,
qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence presented.
8.S5L.2 Speaking & | 2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., Not Applicable DS3, DS4
Listening visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, 7.1
political) behind its presentation to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense.
8.S5L.3 Speaking & | 3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS1, GS4,
Listening reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when Assessed IS1, DS1,
irrelevant evidence is introduced to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. Implicit Meaning DS2, DS4,
DS5, DS6
71,7.2
8.5L4 Speaking & | 4. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, resent claims and findings, 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 IS11, DS3,
Listening emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, Assessed DS4, DSS,
sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details. Planning & Organization DS6, DS7
8.SL4.A A. Use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. Not Applicable 7.1
8.S5L.5 Speaking & | 5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, Not Applicable GS4
Listening strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 7.1
8.S5L.6 Speaking & | 6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, such as conducting interviews and Not Applicable 1IS2, 1S3, DSH,
Listening participating in public performances, demonstrating command of formal English when DS2, DS5,
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific DS6
expectations) 7.1
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Language

These standards establish high expectations for language usage, fostering the precision, clarity, and grammatical mastery necessary for effective communication.
By cultivating these essential skills, students learn to articulate the Truth with integrity, reflecting the order and beauty inherent in our Catholic intellectual

tradition.
8.L.1 Language 1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 8.1,82,84,85,9.1 1IS2, 1S3, DS3
when writing or speaking. Assessed 7.1
8.L.1A A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and Usage & Grammar,
their function in particular sentences. Sentence Structure
8.L.1.B B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
8.L.1.C C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and
subjunctive mood.
8.L.1.D D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood
8.L.2 Language | 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 1IS2, 1S3, DS3
punctuation, and spelling when writing. Assessed 7.1
8.L2A A. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. Usage & Grammar,
8.L.2.B B. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. Sentence Structure
8.L.2.C C. Spell correctly.
8.L.3 Language | 3. Mindful of the Truth and its beauty, use knowledge of language and its conventions 8.1,82,84,85,9.1 1S2, 1S3
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. Assessed 7.1
8.L.3.A A. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and Usage & Grammar
subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or Appropriate Expression
the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).
8.L4 Language | 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS1, GS4,
phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. Assessed IS1, DS1, DS5
A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s Vocabulary 71,72
8.L4A position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or
phrase.
B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to
the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).
8.L4.B C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a
8.L4.C word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
8.L.4.D
8.L5 Language | 5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS1, 182, 1S3,
in word meanings. Assessed 1IS10, 1514,
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8.L.5.A A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context. Author’s Craft DS1, DS3,
8.L.5.B B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the DS5
words. 71
8.L.5.C C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar
denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).
8.L.6 Language | 6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain- 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS1, GS4, I1S1
specific words and phrases. Assessed 71,72
8.L.6.A A. Gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to Vocabulary
comprehension or expression). Appropriate Expression
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