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Social Studies Diocesan Learning Standards 

 

Social Studies in the Catholic school is the systematic study of human relationships, historical experience, and global stewardship illuminated by the 

light of the Gospel. Grounded in the truth that every human person is created in the image and likeness of God (Imago Dei), our curriculum forms 

students to evaluate society through the lens of faith, reason, and moral responsibility. Through the integrated disciplines of Social Studies, students 

learn to see human culture and history not merely as static facts, but as the unfolding story of God's creation and redemptive grace. 

Core Disciplinary Categories 

History (H) 

Approached as the narrative of human experience, history is studied with intellectual rigor, honesty, and moral clarity. Students engage primary 

sources and examine the accomplishments, struggles, and fallen nature of humanity across time, recognizing the profound impact of the Church in 

shaping culture and learning to discern God’s presence throughout human events. 

Geography (G) 

Grounded in the stewardship of creation (Laudato Si'), geography explores the spatial relationships between land, culture, and resources. Students 

examine how physical environments shape human communities and cultivate a deep sense of responsibility for preserving the Earth as our common 

home. 

 

Economics (E) 

Evaluated through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching, economics studies how societies manage resources to satisfy human needs. The curriculum 

emphasizes the dignity of work, the moral dimensions of financial decisions, economic justice, and a preferential option for the poor and vulnerable 

over unbridled materialism. 

 

Civics & Government (CG) 

Rooted in the concept of Faithful Citizenship, civics prepares students to participate actively, ethically, and responsibly in civic life. Students study 

governmental structures, rights, and responsibilities, learning to apply principles of solidarity, subsidiarity, and the protection of human dignity to 

advance the common good. 

Behavioral Sciences (BS) 

Drawing from psychology, sociology, and anthropology, the study of human behavior explores how individuals, families, and cultures interact. 

Students analyze human relationships through the truth of the Imago Dei, fostering empathy, moral reasoning, and a deep respect for the sacred 

dignity of every individual across diverse human societies. 
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FIFTH GRADE 

Standard Categories: 

• History (H) 

• Geography (G) 

• Economics (E) 

• Civics & Government (CG) 

• Behavioral Sciences (BS) 

K-12 Inquiry Skills: 

• Construct compelling questions 

• Construct supporting questions 

• Gather and evaluate sources 

• Develop claims and use evidence 

• Communicate and critique conclusions 

• Take informed action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



CODE CATEGORY STANDARD Newman and 

Lumen Standards 

Civics and Government 

Rooted in Catholic Social Teaching and the pursuit of the common good, the Civics and Government curriculum prepares K–8 students to 

become ethical, faithful citizens. Students learn that governance and laws exist to protect human dignity, foster justice, and serve the 

community. 

Primary students (K–2) explore rules, authority, and responsibility within their families, classrooms, and parishes. Elementary grades (3–5) 

examine local, state, and national government structures, fundamental rights, and the duties of citizenship. Middle school students (6–8) study 

the U.S. Constitution, the three branches of government, the democratic process, and the principles of solidarity and subsidiarity. 
Through this continuum, students learn to participate charitably and responsibly in civic life, advocating for a just and peaceful society. 

 Scripture: 

 

 

 

 

Examples: 

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ. (Philippians 3:20) 

 

For the kingship belongs to the LORD, the ruler over all nations. (Psalm 22:29) 

 

Catholic Influences: Religious Orders, Missionaries, Catholic Communities, 

                                Catholic Church and its History, Cardinal Virtues 

Saints: Saint Thomas More, Patron Saint of Political Leaders; Martin de Porres, 

            The Patron Saint of Charity and Justice, St. John Henry Newman, St. 

            Thomas Becket, St. Lawrence, St. Joan of Arc – symbol of patriotic unity 

 

5.CG.1 

 

5.CG.1.A 

 

5.CG.1.B 

Civics & 

Government 

1. Understanding citizenship and our role in the Church describe how the Declaration of 

Independence, the Constitution and other important documents formed a new nation. 

A. Explain important principles in the Constitution including limited government, 

rule of law, majority rule, minority rights, separation of powers, checks and 

balances. 

B. Explain important principles of the Bill of Rights and other amendments. 

GS1, GS3, IS1, IS3, 

IS7, IS8, DS5, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.CG.2 

 

5.CG.2.A 

Civics & 

Government 

2. Searching for Jesus in events that formed our world describe how the Declaration of 

Independence and the Constitution impact the decisions of government, society and/ 

communities. 

A. Apply principles of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and the 

Bill of Rights to the historical time periods being studied and to current events. 

GS1, GS3, IS1, IS3, 

IS7, IS8, DS5, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.CG.3 

 

5.CG.3.A 

Civics & 

Government 

3. State the differences between powers and functions of state, national, and local 

governments. 

A. Compare power and authority. 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.CG.4 Civics & 

Government 

4. Describe how national, state, and local officials are chosen. 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.CG.5 

 

Civics & 

Government 

5. Analyzing with a Catholic worldview describe how decisions are made, enforced and 

interpreted within the federal government. 

GS1, GS3, IS1, IS3, 

IS7, IS8, DS5, DS6 
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5.CG.5.A 

 

5.CG.5.B 

A. Explain the processes people use to change rules and laws in the classroom, 

school, government, and/or society. 

B. Describe how laws, rules and processes have changed over time in order to 

restrict, protect, or extend rights. 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.CG.6 

 

5.CG.6.A 

Civics & 

Government 

6. Understanding the Virtues of the Church and responsibilities of Catholic citizens 

analyze how rights and laws influence interactions between groups in society. 

A. Evaluate constructive processes or methods for resolving conflicts. 

GS1, GS3, IS1, IS3, 

IS7, IS8, DS5, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.CG.7 Civics & 

Government 

7. Searching for Jesus in events that formed our world, recognize and explain the 

significance of national symbols associated with historical events and time periods being 

studied. 

IS1, IS3, IS7, IS9, 

IS10. DS4, DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

History 

Rooted in the understanding that history reflects the unfolding of God’s redemptive plan across time, the K–8 History curriculum forms 

students to evaluate human events with intellectual rigor, moral clarity, and charity. Students study the achievements, struggles, and fallen 

nature of humanity, recognizing the dignity of every person and the profound role of the Church in shaping culture. 
By discovering the connections between past and present, students learn to discern truth, exercise historical empathy, and appreciate their shared 

responsibility in building a virtuous future. 

 Scripture: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples: 

He causes the changes of the times and seasons, establishes kings and deposes them. He 

gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who understand. (Daniel 2:21) 

 

May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our ancestors; and may he not forsake 

us nor cast us off. (1 Kings 8:57) 

 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. 

(Revelations 22:13) 

 

Let heaven celebrate! Let the earth rejoice! Let the sea and everything in it roar! Let the 

countryside and everything in it celebrate! Then all the trees of the forest too will shout 

out joyfully. (Psalm 96:11) 

 

Catholic Influences: Religious Orders, Missionaries, Catholic Communities, 

                                 History and Doctrine of the Catholic faith 

Saints: Saint Bede the Venerable- Patron Saint of Catholic Scholars, Saint Kateri 

            Tekakwitha, St. Bede the Venerable – Patron Saint of Historians, 

             Librarians, and Scholars, St. Lawrence – Patron Saint of Archivists, 

             Librarians, and keepers of records, St. Helen of Constantinople – Patron 

             Saint of Archaeologists, St. Luke the Evangelist – historian of the early 

             Church 
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5.H.1 History 1. Recognizing Jesus in people, summarize the viability and diversity of Native 

American cultures before European migration. 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS2, IS6, IS7, 

DS1 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.H.2 History 2. Recognizing how the Catholic Church shaped the United States and America, sequence 

and explain the discovery, exploration, and early settlement of America 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS2, IS3, IS5, 

IS6, IS7, IS9, DS1, 

DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.H.3 History 3. Searching for Jesus in events that formed our world, explain the causes, events and 

outcomes of the American Revolution. 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS2, IS3, IS6, 

IS7, IS9, IS10, 

IS12, DS1, DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.H.4 History 4. Investigate the causes and consequences of Westward Expansion finding Jesus in 

these events (i.e. Louisiana Purchase, Texas and the Mexican War, Oregon Territory, and 

the Gold Rush). 

 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS2, IS6, IS7, 

DS1 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.H.5 

 

5.H.5.A 

5.H.5.B 

History 5. Identifying leaders in the Church and religious orders and their involvement, identify 

political, economic, and social causes and consequences of the: 

A. Civil War 

B. Reconstruction 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS5, IS6, IS7, 

IS10, IS12, DS1 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.H.6 

 

5.H.6.A 

5.H.6.B 

5.H.6.C 

History 6. While studying historical events students will: 

A. Compare and contrast events that happened at the same time.  

B. Explain probable causes and effects of events and developments. 

C. Develop a claim about the past and cite evidence to support it. 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS2, IS3, IS6, 

IS7, IS9, IS10, 

IS12, DS1, DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.H.7 

 

5.H.7.A 

History 7. Identify, select, analyze and evaluate resources to create a product of social science 

inquiry.  

A. Evaluate and use artifacts to share information on social studies topics. 

GS1, GS2, IS1, IS3, 

IS6, IS8, IS9, IS11, 

DS1, DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.H.8 History 8. Use visual tools to interpret, draw conclusions, make predictions, and communicate 

information and ideas incorporating the history in our Catholic Church.  

• Maps, graphs, timelines, charts, models, diagrams, etc.  

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS3, IS4, IS6, 

IS9, DS1, DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.H.9 History 9. With Christ in our hearts, explain how facts and opinions affect point of view and/or 

bias in social studies topics. 

 

GS2, IS1 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 
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5.H.10 

5.H.10.A 

History 10. Conduct and present social studies research to an audience using appropriate sources.  

A. Create and apply a research process to investigate a question. 

GS2, IS1 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

Economics 

Evaluated through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching, the K–8 Economics curriculum teaches students how individuals and societies 

manage resources to meet human needs. Students learn that economic decisions carry a moral responsibility—placing the dignity of the 

human person, the sanctity of work, and care for the vulnerable above mere material gain. 
Through this continuum, students develop practical stewardship skills, an understanding of ethical consumerism, and a commitment to using economic life 

in service of the common good. 

 Scripture: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples: 

Jesus said “Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to 

God.” (Matthew 22:21) 

 

Give us today our daily bread…. (Matthew 6:11) 

 

People and priests shall fare alike: servant and master, Maid and mistress, buyer and 

seller, Lender and borrower, creditor and debtor. (Isaiah 24:2) 

 

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which a person finds and hides 

again, and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. (Matthew 13:44) 

 

Catholic Teachings/Influences: Cardinal Virtues, Catholic Charities, Community 

                                                  Service, Contributing one’s time, treasure, and 

                                                  talent to the Church and Community 

Saints: St. Matthew the Apostle – Patron Saint of Bankers, Accountants, and 

            Financial Professionals, St. Bernardino of Siena – systemizer of 

            scholastic economics, St. Michael the Archangel – Patron Saint of 

            Bankers 

 

5.E.1 Economics 1. Being a good steward, describe and give examples of: 

• Supply and demand of goods and services 

• Scarcity 

• Opportunity cost 

IS1, IS7, DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.E.2 

 

5.E.2.A 

Economics 2. Describe how goods and services are produced and distributed domestically and 

globally being mindful of what it means to be a good steward. 

A. Explain how trade impacts relationships between countries. 

IS1, IS7, DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.E.3 Economics 3. Using a Catholic worldview, identify the role of technology in our economy and how 

our economy has changed from an agricultural economy to industrial economy to post- 

industrial economy 

IS7, IS9, IS10, 

DS2, DS4, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.E.4 

 

Economics 4. Explain how scarcity, supply and demand, opportunity costs, income, labor, wages, 

and other economic concepts affect our nation’s past, present and future. 

GS3, IS1, IS7, DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 
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5.E.4.A 

5.3.4.B 

A. Identify the economic reasons explorers came to the New World 

B. Use an economic lens to describe the impact of migration on the immigrants and 

the United States. 

5.E.5 Economics 5. Understanding what it means to be a good steward of time, talent, and treasure, 

demonstrate ways to monitor how money is spent and saved. 

GS3, IS1, IS7, DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.E.6 Economics 6. Investigate ways that personal information is fraudulently obtained seeing through a 

Catholic worldview. 

 

 

IS7, IS9, IS10, 

IS11, IS12, 

DS4, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

Geography 

Grounded in the Christian duty of stewardship (Laudato Si'), the K–8 Geography curriculum teaches students to explore the spatial 

relationships between land, climate, culture, and human society. Students learn to view the Earth as God’s sacred creation, fostering a sense of 

wonder, environmental responsibility, and appreciation for the diversity of human cultures. 

Through this learning path, students develop geographic reasoning and a spirit of global solidarity, recognizing that all human beings share 

a common home and a collective responsibility to care for it. 

 Scripture: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples: 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and earth. (Genesis 1:1) 

 

The God who made the world and all that is in it, the Lord of heaven and earth. (Acts 

17:24) 

 

But to you I have said: You shall take possession of their land. I am giving it to you to 

possess, a land flowing with milk and honey. I, the Lord, am your God, who have set you 

apart from other people. (Leviticus 20:24) 

 

Catholic Influences: Religious Orders, Missionaries, Catholic Communities, all 

                                saints as models in our own lives 

Saints: St. Albert the Great – Patron Saint of Natural Sciences, including 

            Geography, St. Francis of Assisi – Patron Saint of Ecologists 

 

5.G.1 

 

5.G.1.A 

Geography 1. Use geography to interpret the past, explain the present, and plan for the future as 

appropriate to topics or eras discussed finding Jesus in these events. 

A. Use a geographic lens to describe the impact of migration on the immigrants and 

the United States. 

GS3, IS4, IS7, 

IS10, IS11, DS2, 

DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.G.2 

5.G.2.A 

 

5.G.2.B 

 

5.G.2.C 

Geography 2. Construct maps, charts and graphs to display geographic information. 

A. Locate states, regions and major topographic features of the United States, and 

neighboring countries. 

B. Locate cities in Missouri, the United States and relevant cities in the world. 

C. Locate and describe real places using absolute and relative location, including 

longitude and latitude. 

GS1, IS3, DS3, 

DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 
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5.G.3 

5.G.3.A 

5.G.3.B 

Geography 3. Identify physical characteristics (i.e., topography, relationship to water, etc.). 

A. Describe and analyze physical characteristics of the nation. 

B. Applying Catholic social teaching, evaluate how people are affected by, depend 

on, adapt to, and change their physical environments in the past and present. 

GS3, IS4, IS7, 

IS10, IS11, DS2, 

DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.G.4 

 

 

5.G.4.A 

Geography 4. Recognizing Jesus in people, identify human characteristics in relation to geography, 

such as people's education, language, diversity, economics, religions, settlement patterns, 

ethnic background and political system. 

A. Describe and analyze diverse human characteristics of the nation. 

GS3, IS4, IS7, 

IS10, IS11, DS2, 

DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.G.5 

 

Geography 5. Identify major patterns of population distribution, demographics, economics, and 

migrations in the United States. 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.G.6 Geography 6. Evaluate how changes in communication and transportation technologies affect 

peoples’ lives finding Jesus in these events. 

GS1, IS3, IS12, 

DS3, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

Behavioral Sciences 

Grounded in the foundational truth that every person is created in the image and likeness of God (Imago Dei), the K–8 Behavioral 

Sciences curriculum introduces students to the study of human behavior, culture, and social relationships. Drawing from elementary 

concepts of psychology, sociology, and anthropology, students learn to understand themselves and others within the context of family, 

Church, and community. 

5.BS.1 Behavioral 

Sciences 

1. Explain how economic, political, and social contexts shaped peoples’ perspectives at a 

given time in history finding Jesus in these events. 

GS2, GS3, IS3, IS7, 

IS9, IS10, IS11, 

IS12, DS2, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.BS.2 Behavioral 

Sciences 

2. With Christ in our hearts, identify how ideas, concepts and traditions have changed 

over time in the United States ( e.g., religion, commerce, government, immigration, and 

family). 

GS2, GS3, IS3, IS7, 

IS9, IS10, IS11, 

IS12, DS2, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.BS.3 Behavioral 

Sciences 

3. Analyze the preservation of cultural life, celebrations, traditions, and commemorations 

over time recognizing we all are children of God and made in his image. 

GS3, IS1, IS7, IS8, 

IS11, DS1, DS2, 

DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

5.BS.4 

 

5.BS.4.A 

Behavioral 

Sciences 

4. Identify how a person becomes a member of a group or institution (religious 

organization, colonialization, immigration, slave trade, etc.). 

A. With the Holy Spirit guiding our actions towards others, identify the factors that 

influence the inclusion or exclusion from a group or institution (religious 

organization, colonialization, immigration, slave trade, etc.). 

GS3, IS1, IS7, IS8, 

IS11, DS1, DS2, 

DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

 

 


