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Social Studies Diocesan Learning Standards 

Social Studies in the Catholic school is the systematic study of human relationships, historical experience, and global stewardship illuminated by the 

light of the Gospel. Grounded in the truth that every human person is created in the image and likeness of God (Imago Dei), our curriculum forms 

students to evaluate society through the lens of faith, reason, and moral responsibility. Through the integrated disciplines of Social Studies, students 

learn to see human culture and history not merely as static facts, but as the unfolding story of God's creation and redemptive grace. 

Core Disciplinary Categories 

History (H) 

Approached as the narrative of human experience, history is studied with intellectual rigor, honesty, and moral clarity. Students engage primary 

sources and examine the accomplishments, struggles, and fallen nature of humanity across time, recognizing the profound impact of the Church in 

shaping culture and learning to discern God’s presence throughout human events. 

Geography (G) 

Grounded in the stewardship of creation (Laudato Si'), geography explores the spatial relationships between land, culture, and resources. Students 

examine how physical environments shape human communities and cultivate a deep sense of responsibility for preserving the Earth as our common 

home. 

 

Economics (E) 

Evaluated through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching, economics studies how societies manage resources to satisfy human needs. The curriculum 

emphasizes the dignity of work, the moral dimensions of financial decisions, economic justice, and a preferential option for the poor and vulnerable 

over unbridled materialism. 

 

Civics & Government (CG) 

Rooted in the concept of Faithful Citizenship, civics prepares students to participate actively, ethically, and responsibly in civic life. Students study 

governmental structures, rights, and responsibilities, learning to apply principles of solidarity, subsidiarity, and the protection of human dignity to 

advance the common good. 

Behavioral Sciences (BS) 

Drawing from psychology, sociology, and anthropology, the study of human behavior explores how individuals, families, and cultures interact. 

Students analyze human relationships through the truth of the Imago Dei, fostering empathy, moral reasoning, and a deep respect for the sacred 

dignity of every individual across diverse human societies. 
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FIRST GRADE

Standard Categories: 

● History (H) 

● Geography (G) 

● Economics (E) 

● Civics & Government (CG) 

● Behavioral Sciences (BS) 

K-12 Inquiry Skills:

● Construct compelling questions 

● Construct supporting questions 

● Gather and evaluate sources 

● Develop claims and use evidence 

● Communicate and critique conclusions 

● Take informed action
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CODE CATEGORY STANDARD Newman and 

Lumen 

Standards 

Civics and Government 

Rooted in Catholic Social Teaching and the pursuit of the common good, the Civics and Government curriculum prepares K–8 students to 

become ethical, faithful citizens. Students learn that governance and laws exist to protect human dignity, foster justice, and serve the 

community. 

Primary students (K–2) explore rules, authority, and responsibility within their families, classrooms, and parishes. Elementary grades (3–5) 

examine local, state, and national government structures, fundamental rights, and the duties of citizenship. Middle school students (6–8) 

study the U.S. Constitution, the three branches of government, the democratic process, and the principles of solidarity and subsidiarity. 
Through this continuum, students learn to participate charitably and responsibly in civic life, advocating for a just and peaceful society. 

 Scripture: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples: 

“And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about 

justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them 

off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of 

Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” Luke 18:2-8) 

 

“Moses summoned all Israel and said: Hear, Israel, the decrees and laws I declare in your 

hearing today. Learn them and be sure to follow them. The LORD our God made a 

covenant with us at Horeb.” (Deuteronomy 5:1-2) 

 

Parables: Ten Commandments (Exodus 20, Deuteronomy 5), The Good Samaritan 

                (Luke 10:25-37), The Parable of the Persistent Widow and crooked Judge 

                (Luke 18:2-8) 

Saints: Saint Thomas More, Patron Saint of Civics and Political Leaders; Martin de 

            Porres, The Patron Saint of Charity and Justice, St. John Henry Newman, 

            St. Thomas Becket, St. Lawrence, St. Joan of Arc – symbol of patriotic unity 

 

1.CG.1 

1.CG.1.A 

 

1.CG.1.B 

Civics & 

Government 

1. Identify and explain why cities make laws. 

A. Because everyone is a child of God, compare and contrast rules or laws within 

different communities and cultures. 

B. Explain what it means to make, enforce, carry out, and interpret rules just as we 

follow God’s rules. 

GS1, IS1, IS3, 

IS7, IS8, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.CG.2 

1.CG.2.A 

 

1.CG.2.B 

 

Civics & 

Government 

2. With Christ in our hearts, identify the rights and responsibilities of student citizens. 

A. Give examples of being an active and informed citizen in your classroom or 

community that reflects one’s love for God, self and others. 

B. Discuss how individual rights are protected. 

IS1, IS7, IS8, 

DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 
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1.CG.2.C C. Describe a situation that exemplifies democratic principles including, but not 

limited to: equality, freedom, liberty, respect for individual rights, and 

deliberations. 

1.CG.3 

1.CG.3.A 

Civics & 

Government 

3. Demonstrate fair play, good sportsmanship, and the golden rule. 

A. With the Holy Spirit guiding our actions towards others, propose peaceful 

resolutions of disputes in the classroom and on the playground. 

GS1, IS1, IS3, 

IS7, IS8, DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.CG.4 

 

 

1.CG.4.A 

Civics & 

Government 

4. Recognize and explain the significance of the following nation symbols: Statue of 

Liberty, Nation's Capital, White House, Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument, 

United States Flag. 

A. Recognize and explain the significance of symbols of your local community.  

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

History 

Rooted in the understanding that history reflects the unfolding of God’s redemptive plan across time, the K–8 History curriculum forms 

students to evaluate human events with intellectual rigor, moral clarity, and charity. Students study the achievements, struggles, and fallen 

nature of humanity, recognizing the dignity of every person and the profound role of the Church in shaping culture. 
By discovering the connections between past and present, students learn to discern truth, exercise historical empathy, and appreciate their shared 

responsibility in building a virtuous future. 

 Scripture: 

 

 

Examples: 

If He should determine to do so, If He should gather to Himself His spirit and His breath, 

All flesh would perish together, And man would return to dust. (Job 34:14-15) 

 

Parables: The Visit of the Shepherds (Luke 2:15-20), Noah’s Ark (Genesis 6:1- 

                 11:32) 

Saints: Saint Bede the Venerable- Patron Saint of Catholic Scholars and Historians, 

            St. Lawrence – Patron Saint of Archivists and Librarians, St. Helen of 

            Constantinople – Patron Saint of Archaeologists, St. Luke the Evangelist – 

            historian of the early Church 

 

1.H.1 History 1. Identify Christopher Columbus, Native Americans, Pilgrims, George Washington, 

Abraham Lincoln, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King Jr., Ruby Bridges, and the current 

president. Understand the lives of the Saints and their contributions to the Catholic 

Church and our faith. 

GS2, GS3, IS6, 

IS7, DS1 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.H.2 History 2. Compare and contrast Colonial/ Early American Life with today. GS1, GS2, IS1, 

IS3, IS6, IS7, 

IS9, DS1, DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 
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1.H.3 History 3. Create a chronological sequence of multiple related events in the past and present using 

specific times. 

GS1, GS2, IS1, 

IS3, IS6, IS9, 

DS1 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

 

1.H.4 History 4. Using the history in our Catholic Church, compare life in the past to life today within 

different communities and cultural groups. 

GS1, GS2, IS1, 

IS3, IS6, IS9, 

DS1 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.H.5 History 5. Identify and use visual, graphic, and auditory aids (i.e. globes and maps). 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.H.6 History 6. Identify and use primary and secondary sources (i.e. diaries, letters, presenters, 

interviews, journals, photos, and field trips) to study past and current events recognizing 

that all things are created by God. 

GS1, GS2, IS1, 

IS3, IS6, IS9, 

DS1 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.H.7 History 7. Understanding the role of the Catholic Church, identify and use library and media 

resources (i.e. video, electronic resources, books and periodicals) to study past and current 

events. 

GS1, GS2, IS1, 

IS3, IS6, IS9, 

DS1 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.H.8 History 8. Identify and use artifacts (i.e. building structures and materials, works of cultural art, 

fossils, pottery, tools, clothing, and musical instruments). 

GS1, GS2, IS1, 

IS3, IS6, IS9, 

DS1 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.H.9 History 9. With Christ in our hearts, create visual tools to communicate information. 

 

 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

Economics 

Evaluated through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching, the K–8 Economics curriculum teaches students how individuals and societies 

manage resources to meet human needs. Students learn that economic decisions carry a moral responsibility—placing the dignity of the 

human person, the sanctity of work, and care for the vulnerable above mere material gain. 
Through this continuum, students develop practical stewardship skills, an understanding of ethical consumerism, and a commitment to using economic 

life in service of the common good. 

 Scripture: 

 

 

 

 

 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it 

again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.” (Matthew 

13:44) 
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Examples: “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 

will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

(Matthew 6:24) 

 

Parables: The Parable of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl (Matthew 13:44), The 

                Wise and Foolish Servant (Matthew 24:45-51) 

Saints: Saint Matthew the Apostle- Patron Saint of Financial Matters, St. Michael the 

            Archangel – Patron Saint of Bankers 

1.E.1 

1.E.1.A 

1.E.1.B 

 

1.E.1.C 

Economics 1. Appreciating God’s creations, identify examples of goods and services. 

A. Explain examples of supply and demand. 

B. Describe the relationships among consumers, consumption, producers, and 

production. 

C. Understanding the virtues, demonstrate the difference between basic needs and 

wants. 

IS1, IS7, DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.E.2 Economics 2. As we follow God’s rules, explain why something borrowed must be returned. 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.E.3 Economics 3. Respecting God’s creations, demonstrate ways to reduce, reuse and recycle. IS1, IS7, IS9, 

DS2, DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.E.4 Economics 4. Because everyone is a child of God, explain why people have different jobs in the 

community. 

IS7, DS2 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.E.5 

 

 

1.E.5.A 

Economics 5. Understanding that God created all things, compare the goods and services that people 

in the local community produce with those that are produced in other communities. 

A. Explain why people in one country trade goods and services with people in other 

countries. 

IS7, DS2 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.E.6 Economics 6. Identify ways to provide goods or volunteer service to the community that is in need 

(Stewardship). 

IS1, IS7, IS9, 

DS2, DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

Geography 

Grounded in the Christian duty of stewardship (Laudato Si'), the K–8 Geography curriculum teaches students to explore the spatial 

relationships between land, climate, culture, and human society. Students learn to view the Earth as God’s sacred creation, fostering a sense 

of wonder, environmental responsibility, and appreciation for the diversity of human cultures. 

Through this learning path, students develop geographic reasoning and a spirit of global solidarity, recognizing that all human beings share a 

common home and a collective responsibility to care for it. 

 Scripture: 

 

“In His hand are the deep places of the earth; The heights of the hills are His also. The sea 

is His, for He made it; And His hands formed the dry land. (Psalm 95:4-5) 
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Examples: 

 

“The Lord God then took the man and settled him in the garden of Eden, to cultivate and 

care for it.” (Genesis 2:15) 

 

Parables: Magi followed the star to a house (Matthew 2:9-10) 

Saints: St. Francis of Assisi – Patron Saint of Ecologists, St. Albert the Great – 

            Patron Saint of Natural Sciences, including Geography 

1.G.1 

 

1.G.1.A 

1.G.1.B 

1.G.1.C 

1.G.1.D 

Geography 1. Recognizing all things are created by God, read, construct, and use maps with title and 

key. 

A. Locate areas using cardinal directions on a map. 

B. Locate a place on a map and describe its relative location. 

C. Identify the student's continent, country, state, and city. 

D. Describe how maps are created for different purposes such as a school fire drill, a 

trip to the zoo, etc. 

GS1, IS3, DS3, 

DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.G.2 Geography 2. Appreciating God’s creations, use a compass rose to identify cardinal directions. 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.G.3 Geography 3. Compare and contrast past and present transportation. 

 

 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

Behavioral Sciences 

Grounded in the foundational truth that every person is created in the image and likeness of God (Imago Dei), the K–8 Behavioral Sciences 

curriculum introduces students to the study of human behavior, culture, and social relationships. Drawing from elementary concepts of 

psychology, sociology, and anthropology, students learn to understand themselves and others within the context of family, Church, and 

community. 

Through this continuum, students cultivate empathy, moral reasoning, and healthy relational skills, preparing them to respect the sacred 

dignity of every individual and build peaceful, supportive communities. 

1.BS.1 

 

1.BS.1.A 

1.BS.1.B 

Behavioral 

Sciences 

1. Knowing we are all God’s children, explain relationships between friends, family, and 

community and the special days that surround them. 

A. Identify and describe family relatives. 

B. Describe your responsibilities as a friend and family member. 

GS3, IS1, IS7, 

IS8, DS1, DS2, 

DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.BS.2 Behavioral 

Sciences 

2. With Christ in our hearts, describe the character traits of role models within your 

community. 

GS3, IS1, IS7, 

IS8, DS1, DS2, 

DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.BS.3 

 

Behavioral 

Sciences 

3. Identify students’ own cultural practices and those of others within the community and 

around the world. 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS3, IS7, 
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1.BS.3.A A. Describe family traditions, holidays, and holy days. IS8, IS11, DS1, 

DS2, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.BS.4 Behavioral 

Sciences 

4. With the Holy Spirit guiding our actions towards others, investigate how social 

identities can influence students’ own and others’ thoughts and behaviors. 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS3, IS7, 

IS8, IS11, DS1, 

DS2, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

1.BS.5 Behavioral 

Sciences 

5. Demonstrate how to obtain help in an emergency. 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 
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APPENDIX A: Reading Level Conversion Chart 
 

READING LEVEL CONVERSION CHART 

Reading 

Stage 

Grade DRA Fountas-Pinnell 

Guided Reading  

AR Grade 

Equivalency 

Lexile 

Emergent K  

A-1 

2 

3-4 
 

 

A 

B 

C 
 

 

1.0 

1.1 

1.2 
 

NA 

Emergent/Ear

ly 

K-1  

6 

8 
 

 

D 

E 
 

1.3 80-420 

Early 1  

10 

12 

14 

16 
 

 

F 

G 

H 

I 
 

 

1.5 

1.5 

1.6-1.8 

1.9-2.1 
 

80-420 

Early/Fluent  

1-2 

2 

2 

2-3 
 

 

20 

20 

28 

28 
 

 

J 

K 

L 

M 
 

 

2.2 

2.3-2.6 

2.7-2.9 

3.0-3.2 
 

420-650 

Fluent 3  

30-34 

38 

38 
 

 

N 

O 

P 
 

 

3.3-3.4 

3.5-3.7 

3.9 
 

650-770 

4 40  

Q 

R 
 

4.1-4.5  

 

780-1010 

4-5 40 S 4.7-5.5 

5 44  

T 

U 
 

4.7-5.5 

5-6 44 V 5.8-7.4  
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6 N/A  

W 

X 
 

5.8-7.4 925-1185 

 

6-7 

8-9 

9+ 
 

N/A  

Y 

Z 

Z+ 
 

 

7.5-7.9 

8.1-8.9 

8.9+ 
 

1050-

1335 

 


