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English Language Arts Diocesan Learning Standards 

The English Language Arts Learning Standards serves as the bridge between the development of the intellect and the formation of the soul.  It is 

through the mastery of language, the "Word", that students learn to perceive truth, articulate their experiences, and enter into meaningful dialogue 

with the world. 

We recognize that the human story reflects the Divine story.  Our curriculum prioritizes: 

• Literary Merit: Engaging with diverse texts that explore the complexities of the human condition, moral choice, and the search for meaning. 

• The Pursuit of Truth: Analyzing literature not just for technical skill, but to develop a "moral imagination" that can distinguish between what 

is fleeting and what is eternal. 

Language is a gift to be used for the common good.  We challenge students to achieve excellence in: 

• Expressive Writing: Moving beyond basic mechanics to craft prose that is persuasive, beautiful, and grounded in integrity. 

• Critical Listening and Speech: Fostering the ability to engage in civil discourse, honoring the dignity of the speaker while evaluating the logic 

of the argument. 

In an age of information saturation, our standards emphasize the discipline of discernment. 

• Textual Analysis: Utilizing evidence-based reading strategies to unpack complex themes and authorial intent. 

• Media Literacy: Equipping students to navigate contemporary media through the lens of faith, questioning the values and messages presented 

in the digital landscape. 
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FOURTH GRADE 

ELA Standard Categories: 

• Reading Foundations (RF) 

• Literary Text (LT) 

• Informational Text (IT) 

• Writing (W) 

• Language (L) 

• Speaking and Listening (SL) 

Coding Standards: 

Grade Level Number.Category Abbreviation.Standard Number. Underlying Capital Letter   Exemplar: 4.L.1.A

Literature Types: 

• Saint Stories 

• Stories (adventure, folktales, legends, fables, fantasy, realistic 

fiction, myth) 

• Dramas (staged dialogue) 

• Poetry (nursery rhymes, limerick, free verse poem) 

• Parables  

Informational Text Types: 

• Bible 

• Biographies, Autobiographies 

• Books about history, social studies, science and the arts 

• Technical Text (directions, forms, graphs, charts, maps) 

• Digital Sources 

Scripture 

• All this, said David, the Lord made me understand in writing by His hand upon me, all the details of this pattern. (1 Chronicles 28:19) 

• They read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that they understood the reading. (Nehemiah 8:8) 

• I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living. (Psalms 27:13) 

• For I know well the plans I have in mind for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare, not for woe! Plans to give you a future full of hope. 

(Jeremiah 29:11) 

• For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, virtue with knowledge. (2 Peter 1:5) 

• For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the 

Scriptures we might have hope. (Romans 15:4) 

• For as in one body we have many parts, and all the parts do not have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ and 

individually parts of one another. Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us exercise them. (Romans 12:4-6) 

• While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things 

which are not seen are eternal. (2 Corinthians 4:18) 

• Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. I 

am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. (John 15:4-

5) 
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• Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 

down at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2) 

• Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. (Romans 12:17) 

• Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself 

and for those who hear you. (1 Timothy 4:16)  

• I too will answer my share, I also will tell my opinion. (Job 32:17)  

• …explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to 

you is the Christ. (Acts 17:3)  

• I pray that the fellowship of your faith may become effective through the knowledge of every good thing which is in you for Christ’s sake. 

(Philemon 1:6) 

• A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. (Matthew 7:18) 

• But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (2 Timothy 4:5) 

• Commit your works to the Lord and your plans will be established. (Proverbs 16:3) 

• I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship. (Exodus 31:3) 

• I will fetch my knowledge from afar, and I will ascribe righteousness to my Maker. (Job 36:3) 

• Therefore we ought to support such men, so that we may be fellow workers with the truth. (3 John 1:8) 

• My words are from the uprightness of my heart, And my lips speak knowledge sincerely. (Job 33:3) 

• Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor. For if either of them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe 

to the one who falls when there is not another to lift him up. (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10) 

• Listen, for I will speak noble things; And the opening of my lips will reveal right things. (Proverbs 8:6) 

• Behold, I waited for your words, I listened to your reasoning’s, while you pondered what to say. (Job 32:11) 

• Go near and hear all that the Lord our God says; then speak to us all that the Lord our God speaks to you, and we will hear and do it. 

(Deuteronomy 5:27) 

• But be filled with the spirit speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to 

the Lord. (Ephesians 5:18-19) 

• Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength 

which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:11) 

• My mouth will speak words of wisdom; the meditation of my heart will give you understanding. (Psalm 49:3) 

• Then He taught me, and He said to me, Take hold of my words with all your heart; keep my commands, and you will live. (Proverbs 4:4) 

• Teach me good discernment and knowledge, For I believe in Your commandments. (Psalm 119:66) 

• There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and no kind is without meaning. (1 Corinthians 14:10)  

• These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; an hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but 

will tell you plainly of the Father. (John 16:25)  
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Saints 
 

Feast Day Saint 

4-Jan St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

24-Jan St. Francis de Sales 

31-Jan St. John Bosco 

1-Feb St. Brigid of Kildare 

10-Feb St. Scholastica 

14-Feb St. Cyril & St. Methodius 

28-Apr St. Gianna Molla 

20-May St. Bernadine of Siena 

3-Jun St. Charles Lwanga 

7-Jun St. Gotteschalk 

13-Jun St. Anthony of Padua 

29-Jun St. Paul the Apostle 

11-Jul St. Benedict of Nursia 

14-Jul St. Kateri Tekakwitha 

4-Aug St. John Vianney 

8-Aug St. Dominic 

13-Sep St. John Chrysostom 

20-Sep St. Andrew Kim Taegon 

29-Sep St. Gabriel the Archangel 

30-Sep St. Jerome 

1-Oct St. Therese of Lisieux 

11-Oct St. John XXIII 

15-Oct St. Teresa of Avila 

18-Oct St. Luke the Evangelist 

22-Oct St. John Paul II 

13-Nov St. Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini 

3-Dec St. Francis Xavier 

14-Dec St. John of the Cross 

27-Dec St. John the Apostle 
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CODE CATEGORY STANDARD iREADY 

ASSESSMENT 

Newman 

and Lumen 

Standards 

Reading Foundations 
These standards are articulated through an integrated curriculum that incorporates Scripture, Saints and their lives, liturgical readings, and devotional traditions 

alongside foundational literary texts 
4.RF.1 

4.RF.1.A 

Reading 

Foundations 

1. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

      A.  Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 

patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar 

multi-syllabic words in context and out of context. These skills will be 

effectively applied through the practice and teaching of Bible stories, the saints 

and their lives, Mass readings, and the Church’s prayers. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Vocabulary 

IS2, IS3, DS2 

7.1 

 

4.RF.2 

 

4.RF.2.A 

4.RF.2.B 

 

4.RF.2.C 

Reading 

Foundations 

2. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. Read on-

level text with purpose and understanding. 

A. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression on successive readings. 

B. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, 

re-reading as necessary. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

IS2, IS3, DS2 

7.1 

 

4.RF.3 Reading 

Foundations 

3. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary and informational texts at 

grades 4–5 text complexity proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 

the range.  

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

IS2, IS3, DS2 

7.1 

 

Literary Text/ Informational Text 
Students will analyze both literary and informational texts through a lens of faith, drawing upon the diverse traditions of Catholic thought to deepen their 

understanding of both narrative artistry and factual inquiry. 

4.LT.1 

 

4.LT.1.A 

Literary Text 1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.. 

A. Draw conclusions and provide text evidence to support. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

Implicit Meaning 

GS1, GS4, 

IS2, IS3, IS10, 

IS14, DS2 

7.1 

4.LT.2 

4.LT.2.A 

Literary Text 2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text. 

A. Summarize the text. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed Implicit 

Meaning 

Key Ideas 

GS1, IS2, IS3, 

IS7, IS10, DS1, 

DS8 

7.1 

4.LT.3 

 

4.LT.3.A 

 

4.LT.3.B 

Literary Text 3. Seeking Truth, Beauty, and Goodness, describe in depth a character, setting, or 

event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text. 

A. Describe the personality traits of characters from their thoughts, words, and 

actions. 

B. Compare and contrast adventures of characters and their roles. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas 

Implicit Meaning 

 

GS1, IS2, IS3, 

IS7, IS10, 

DS1, DS8 

7.1 

 

4.LT.4 Literary Text 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

those that allude to significant characters found in mythology. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft, 

Vocabulary 

GS1, IS2, IS5, 

DS5, DS7, 

DS9 

7.1 
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4.LT.5 Literary Text 5. Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the 

structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of 

characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or 

speaking about a text. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft 

GS1, IS2, IS5, 

DS5, DS7, 

DS9 

7.1 

4.LT.6 Literary Text 6. Compare and contrast the point of view (perspective) from which different stories 

are narrated, including Bible stories and the lives of the saints, including the 

difference between first- and third-person narrations to develop a Catholic worldview 

and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft 

GS1, IS2, IS5, 

DS5, DS7, 

DS9 

7.1 

4.LT.7 Literary Text 7. Seeking Truth, Beauty, and Goodness, make connections between the text of a 

story or drama, and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each 

version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text to develop a Catholic 

worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas 

GS1, IS2, IS3, 

IS7, IS10, 

DS1, DS8 

7.1 

 

4.LT.8 

 

 

4.LT.8.A 

4.LT.8.B 

Literary Text 8. Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good 

and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, traditional literature from 

different cultures to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. 

A. Text to Text (ideas and information from various works) 

B. Text to World (experiences in the world; becoming aware that literature reflects a 

cultural and historical time frame) 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

 

 

GS1, GS4, 

IS2, IS3, IS10, 

IS14, DS2 

7.1 

4.IT.1 Informational 

Text 

1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.  

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas, Explicit 

Meaning 

GS1, GS4, 

IS9, IS10, 

IS14 

7.1 

4.IT.2 Informational 

Text 

2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 

summarize the text to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Implicit Meaning 

GS1, GS4, 

IS1 

7.1, 7.2 

4.IT.3 Informational 

Text 

3. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, explain events, procedures, 

ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, technical text including what happened 

and why, based on specific information in the text. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

GS1, GS4, IS9, 

IS10, IS14 

7.1 

4.IT.4 Informational 

Text 

4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases 

in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area to develop a Catholic worldview 

and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Vocabulary 

GS1, GS4, 

IS1 

7.1, 7.2 

4.IT.5 Informational 

Text 

5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text, 

including Bible stories and the lives of the saints. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft 

GS4, IS1, 

IS14, DS2 

7.1 

4.IT.6 Informational 

Text 

6. Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or 

topic; describe the differences in focus and the information provided, to develop a 

Catholic worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

GS1, GS4, 

IS9, IS10, 

IS14 

7.1 

4.IT.7 Informational 

Text 

7. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, interpret information presented 

visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines, 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Implicit Meaning 

GS4, IS2, IS3, 

WS2, DS7 

7.1 
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animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information 

contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

4.IT.8 Informational 

Text 

8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a 

text to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

IS14, DS2 

7.1 

4.IT.9 Informational 

Text 

9. Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak 

about the subject knowledgeably to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas, Explicit 

Meaning 

GS4, IS1, 

IS14, DS2 

7.1 

Writing 
In the pursuit of Truth, our writing standards empowers students to express their thoughts with clarity and purpose.  By mastering the craft of composition, 

students learn to articulate the movements of the mind and heart, using their rhetorical skills to bear witness to the Good, the True, and the Beautiful within the 

Catholic intellectual tradition. 

4.W.1 

 

 

4.W.1.A 

 

4.W.1.B 

4.W.1.C 

 

4.W.1.D 

Writing 1. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, write opinion pieces on topics 

or texts, including Bible stories and the lives of the saints, supporting a point of view 

with reasons and information. 

A. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational 

structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

B. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 

C. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order 

to, in addition). 

D. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization, Sentence 

Structure, Appropriate 

Expression 

GS4, IS1, IS3 

7.1, 7.2 

 

4.W.2 

 

4.W.2.A 

 

 

4.W.2.B 

 

4.W.2.C 

 

4.W.2.D 

 

4.W.2.E 

Writing 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 

A. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and 

sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia 

when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples related to the topic. 

C. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., 

another, for example, also, because). 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 

explain the topic. 

E. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or 

explanation presented. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization, Sentence 

Structure, Appropriate 

Expression 

GS4, IS1, IS3 

7.1, 7.2 

 

4.W.3 

 

4.W.3.A 

 

 

4.W.3.B 

 

Writing 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

A. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or 

characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

B. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the 

responses of characters to situations. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization, Sentence 

Structure, Appropriate 

Expression 

GS4, IS2, IS3, 

WS2, DS7 

7.1 
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4.W.3.C 

 

4.W.3.D 

 

4.W.3.E 

C. Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of 

events. 

D. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences 

and events precisely. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

4.W.4 Writing 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization, Sentence 

Structure, Appropriate 

Expression 

GS4, WS2, 

DS2 

7.1 

 

4.W.5 Writing 5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 

as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should 

demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 4) 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Usage & Grammar, 

Sentence Structure 

GS4, WS2, 

WS3, DS2 

7.1 

4.W.6 

 

 

4.W.6.A 

Writing 6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with 

others. 

A. Explain how various design techniques used in media influence the message. 

Not Applicable GS4, IS1, IS3 

7.1, 7.2 

4.W.7 Writing 7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization 

GS4, IS1, IS3 

7.1, 7.2 

4.W.8 Writing 8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from 

print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information and provide a list of 

sources to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization 

GS4, WS1, 

WS2 

7.1 

4.W.9 

 

 

4.W.9.A 

 

 

4.W.9.B 

Writing 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research finding the beauty and goodness. 

A. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature. (e.g., "Describe in depth a 

character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in 

the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].") 

B. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts. (e.g., "Explain how 

an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text") 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization 

GS4, WS2, 

DS2 

7.1 

4.W.10 Writing 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences recognizing the beauty and 

goodness. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization, Sentence 

Structure, Appropriate 

Expression 

 

 

GS4, WS1, 

WS2 

7.1 
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Speaking and Listening 
Rooted in the belief that truth is discovered through encounter, our speaking and listening curriculum emphasizes the importance of active engagement. Students 

develop the skills to weigh complex ideas thoughtfully and respond with grace, honoring the dignity of others through intentional, clear, and faith-informed 

communication. 

4.SL.1 

 

 

 

4.SL.1.A 

 

 

4.SL.1.B 

4.SL.1.C 

 

 

4.SL.1.D 

Speaking & 

Listening 

1. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, engage effectively in a range of 

collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; 

explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the 

topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

C. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information 

and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks 

of others. 

D. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and 

understanding in light of the discussion. 

Not Applicable GS4, WS2, 

DS2 

7.1 

4.SL.2 Speaking & 

Listening 

2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud, or information presented in diverse media 

and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas 

IS11, WS2 

7.1 

4.SL.3 Speaking & 

Listening 

3. Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points 

recognizing the beauty and goodness. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

WS1 

7.1 

4.SL.4 

 

 

4.SL.4.A 

Speaking & 

Listening 

4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 

manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas 

or themes. 

A. Speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization 

Not Applicable 

IS11, WS2 

7.1 

4.SL.5 Speaking & 

Listening 

5. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, add audio recordings and visual 

displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas 

or themes. 

Not Applicable GS4, WS1, 

WS2 

7.1 

4.SL.6 Speaking & 

Listening 

6. Seeking and revealing the Truth, differentiate between contexts that call for formal 

English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate 

(e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and 

situation, such as when performing dramatic readings or presentations to develop a 

Catholic worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Appropriate Expression 

IS2, IS3 

7.1 

Language 
These standards establish high expectations for language usage, fostering the precision, clarity, and grammatical mastery necessary for effective communication.  

By cultivating these essential skills, students learn to articulate the Truth with integrity, reflecting the order and beauty inherent in our Catholic intellectual 

tradition. 

4.L.1 

 

Language 1. Drawing upon scripture and other religious writings, demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

IS2, IS3 

7.1 
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4.L.1.A 

 

4.L.1.B 

 

4.L.1.C 

4.L.1.D 

 

4.L.1.E 

4.L.1.F 

4.L.1.G 

 

4.L.1.H 

A. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs 

(where, when, why). 

B. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be 

walking) verb tenses. 

C. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

D. Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a 

small red bag rather than a red small bag). 

E. Use subject-verb agreement with 1st-, 2nd- and 3rd-person pronouns. 

F. Form and use prepositional phrases. 

G. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate 

fragments and run-ons. 

H. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

Usage & Grammar, 

Sentence Structure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.L.2 

 

4.L.2.A 

4.L.2.B 

 

4.L.2.C 

4.L.2.D 

Language 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use correct capitalization. 

B. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from 

a text. 

C. Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 

D. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed  

Usage & Grammar, 

Sentence Structure 

IS2, IS3 

7.1 

4.L.3 

 

4.L.3.A 

4.L.3.B 

4.L.3.C 

 

 

4.L.3.D 

Language 3. Mindful of the Truth and its beauty, use knowledge of language and its 

conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

A. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely. 

B. Choose punctuation for effect. 

C. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting 

ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-

group discussion). 

D. Write legibly. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Usage & Grammar 

Appropriate Expression 

IS2, IS3 

7.1 

4.L.4 

 

 

4.L.4.A 

 

4.L.4.B 

 

4.L.4.C 

Language 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to 

the meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to 

the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 

print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the 

precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Vocabulary 

GS1, GS4, 

IS1 

7.1, 7.2 

4.L.5 

 

 

4.L.5.A 

 

Language 5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances 

in word meanings. 

A. Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g. pretty as a 

picture) in context. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft 

GS1, IS2, IS3, 

IS10, IS12, 

DS7, DS8 

7.1 
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4.L.5.B 

4.L.5.C 

B. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and 

proverbs. 

C. Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites 

(antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms). 

4.L.6 Language 6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or 

states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular 

topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal 

preservation). 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Vocabulary, 

Appropriate Expression 

IS2, IS3 

7.1 

 

 


