Religion Diocesan Learning Standards

The Catholic Schools of the Diocese exist to participate in the teaching mission of Jesus Christ and His Church. Our K-12 Religion Curriculum
provides a coherent, sequential, and comprehensive formation designed to nurture the intellect, transform the heart, and cultivate a lifelong
commitment to living out the Gospel. Anchored in the National Directory for Catechesis and the Catechism of the Catholic Church, this curriculum
prepares students not only to know their faith, but to live it authentically in service to God and neighbor.

Core Pillars of Formation

Knowledge of Faith (KF): Guiding students to understand the mystery of God, Salvation History, Sacred Scripture, and Sacred Tradition so
they can articulate the Catholic faith with clarity and confidence.

Liturgical Education (LE): Fostering reverence for the Sacraments—especially the Holy Eucharist as the source and summit of Christian
life—and equipping students to participate fully, consciously, and actively in the Church’s liturgical celebrations.

Moral Formation (ME): Cultivating a well-formed conscience rooted in the teachings of Christ, helping students develop virtue, respect
human dignity, and make moral decisions that reflect Catholic Social Teaching.

Teaching to Pray (TP): Inviting students into a personal, transformative relationship with God by introducing them to the rich prayer
traditions of the Church, including personal, communal, vocal, and meditative prayer.

Education for Community (EC): Nurturing a spirit of Christian fellowship and parish involvement, teaching students to live in unity with one
another, forgive generously, and support the broader ecclesial family.

Missionary Initiative (MI): Inspiring and equipping students to live as intentional disciples who share the Gospel through word and deed,
advocating for justice and serving the poor and vulnerable.

Through every stage of development—from early childhood through young adulthood—students are called to recognize that they are personally
known, loved, and redeemed by God. This curriculum invites every learner to respond to Christ's call to holiness, discovering their unique vocation
as witnesses to the Gospel.
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Standard Categories:

e Knowledge of Faith (KF) e Moral Education (ME) e Education for Community (EC)
e Liturgical Education (LE) e Teaching to Pray (TP) e Missionary Initiative (MI)

K ncepts of ‘Circle of Grace’:

o God is "Present" because He desires a relationship with us.

e God helps us know what belongs in our Circle of Grace.

e God helps us know what does not belong in our Circle of Grace.
e God helps us know when to ask for help from someone we trust.
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CODE CATEGORY STANDARD CATECHISM Lumen

REFERENCE Standards
Knowledge of Faith (KF)

In 3rd through 5th grade, students move from foundational stories to understanding the structured story of Salvation History. They deepen their knowledge of
the Bible, learning how the Old and New Testaments connect around the promise of a Savior. Students explore the mystery of the Holy Trinity, the Creed, and
the life of the Church, building a solid intellectual foundation that helps them explain why Catholics believe what they believe.
4.KF.1 Knowledge of Faith | 1. Explain how God calls us into relationship with Him. 950; 1027; 1033; 2305 2.1,2.2,2.4,

2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 KF.2 Knowledge of Faith | 2. Give examples of ways that God is revealed in Creation. 325; 327; 337-338 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 KF.3 Knowledge of Faith | 3. Cite that Jesus is both God and Man, human and divine. 211; 447; 470-478 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4KF.4 Knowledge of Faith | 4. Explain that at Pentecost the risen Lord poured out the Holy 767; 1076 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Spirit. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 KF.5 Knowledge of Faith [ 5. Cite role of Mary as the Mother of Jesus and model of virtue. 963-972 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 KF.6 Knowledge of Faith | 6. Describe how God communicates Himself to us gradually. 35;36; 157-158 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 KF.7 Knowledge of Faith | 7. Recognize that God is truth and all knowing. 214-217 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 KF.8 Knowledge of Faith | 8. Describe evil as the failure to love and serve God and one 1732-1733 2.1,2.2,2.4,
another. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 KF.9 Knowledge of Faith | 9. Summarize the Paschal Mystery, including the death and 1067 2.1,2.2,2.4,
resurrection of Jesus. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4. KF.10 | Knowledge of Faith | 10. Describe the church as Trinitarian: created by the Father, 688; 738; 772-773 2.1,2.2,2.4,
founded by the Son, and sustained by the Holy Spirit. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
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4 KF.11 | Knowledge of Faith | 11. Give examples of how every member of the Church shares in 871 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Christ’s role as priest, prophet, and king by his/her baptism. 2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

Liturgical Education (LE)
Students actively prepare for and celebrate the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion (or deepen their understanding of them
post-reception). They learn the main parts of the Mass, the meaning of liturgical colors and symbols, and the dynamic rhythm of the Liturgical Year. Learners
begin reading and reflecting on the Sunday Scripture readings, connecting the mystery of Christ’s life to the Church's ongoing worship.
4.LE.1 | Liturgical Education | 1. Participate fully in the public worship in Church. 2177-2179 2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1, 3.2,
3.3
4LE.2 Liturgical Education | 2. Name the liturgical seasons. 1163-1178 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
4.LE.3 | Liturgical Education | 3. Explain how the sacraments are avenues of grace. 1127-1129 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
4.LE.4 | Liturgical Education [ 4. Explain the important feasts of Mary. 484; 966; 437; 490-493 | 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
4 LE.5 Liturgical Education | 5. Name the components of the Easter Triduum. 1168; 1171 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
4.LE.6 | Liturgical Education | 6. Explain Easter as celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus. 638; 1169 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
4LE.7 Liturgical Education | 7. Describe what constitutes the Liturgy of the Word and the 1345-1355; 1153-1155; 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Liturgy of the Eucharist. 1069-1070; 1103 2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
4.LE.8 | Liturgical Education | 8. Describe the Eucharist as thanksgiving and praise to the Father. 1083; 1074 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
4.LE.9 | Liturgical Education [ 9. Explain the role of priests (preach the Gospel, celebrate the 1143; 1558; 1565 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Eucharist, and serve their parishes). 2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
4.LE.10 | Liturgical Education | 10. Recognize that on Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection of 1343 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Jesus. 2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
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4.LE.11

Liturgical Education

11. Cite prayer life beginning with the liturgy.

2698

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

4.LE.12

Liturgical Education

12. State the Nicene Creed.

195

2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

Moral Formation (ME)

y.

This phase focuses on developing a mature Catholic conscience. Students study the Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes, and the Works of Mercy as practical
guides for daily living. They explore the dynamic between free will, sin, grace, and forgiveness, learning how practicing virtue helps them resist temptation,
make responsible choices, and treat every human person with dignity

4 ME.1 Moral Education 1. Analyze how each of the Ten Commandments are guides to 1961-1964; 1786-1789 2.1,2.2,2.4,
making good moral choices. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 ME.2 Moral Education 2. Describe Beatitudes as the heart of Christ’s preaching. 1718; 1720-1722 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 ME.3 Moral Education 3. Trace how the Ten Commandments were given to us. 2056-2063 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4ME .4 Moral Education | 4. Describe and give examples of the corporal and spiritual works 2447 2.1,2.2,24,
of mercy. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4.ME.5 Moral Education 5. Define the meaning of the virtue of chastity. 2337; 1832 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 ME.6 Moral Education 6. Cite that the right to life is the most basic human right. 2264;2270; 2273 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 ME.7 Moral Education 7. List and define the capital sins (pride, greed, envy, anger, lust, 1866 2.1,2.2,2.4,
gluttony, and laziness). 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 ME.8 Moral Education | 8. Cite the significance of the precepts of the Church. 2048 2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 ME.9 Moral Education 9. Perform an examination of conscience using the Ten 1454 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Commandments and the Beatitudes. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
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4 ME.10 Moral Education 10. Describe sin as a deliberate choice against God’s will. 1849-1850 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 ME.11 Moral Education 11. Demonstrate how to care for one another within the Circle of OCYP materials 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Grace framework. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3

Teaching to Pray (TP)

Adoration and guided reflections help students listen for God's voice in their daily lives.

Students expand their prayer lives beyond memorized prayers into personal, interactive dialogue with God. They learn diverse Catholic spiritual practices,
including the Rosary, the Stations of the Cross, short mental prayer, and praying directly with Sacred Scripture (Lectio Divina). Quiet times of Eucharistic

4.TP.1

Teaching to Pray

1. Relate the Apostles’ Creed to Scripture.

2558

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

4.TP.2

Teaching to Pray

2. State the Morning Offering and the Prayer to the Holy Spirit.

2626-2670

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
33

4.TP.3

Teaching to Pray

3. State the mysteries of the rosary.

2678; 2708

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

4.TP4

Teaching to Pray

4. With support, state the Stations of the Cross.

2669

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

4.TP.5

Teaching to Pray

5. Cite Mary as the perfect model of prayer.

2679

2.1,22,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

Education for Community (EC)

school, home, and parish environments as places of Christian fellowship and mutual support.

Learners explore what it means to be active, contributing members of the parish community and the universal Church. They study the lives of the Saints as
real-life role models of holiness and community building. Students practice resolving conflicts peacefully, practicing genuine forgiveness, and treating their

4.EC.1 Education for 1. Explain how the Church is the Body of Christ. 1548; 521; 790; 776-777 | 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Community 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4EC.2 Education for 2. Cite that human life begins in a family. 2205;2101-2103 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Community 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4EC.3 Education for 3. Describe how everyone is created in the Image of God. 225; 356-361 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Community 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
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4.ECA4 Education for 4. Explain the Church as a worldwide community. 879; 886 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Community 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4.EC.5 Education for 5. Identify the Pope as the pastor of the entire Church. 882 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Community 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4.EC.6 Education for 6. Identify deacons aa members of the clergy, and that their role is 1538; 1569-1571 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Community one of service. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3

Missionary Initiative (MI)
Students realize their baptismal call to be active disciples in the world. They examine the principles of Catholic Social Teaching—such as care for the poor,
solidarity, and stewardship of creation—and put them into practice through structured service projects. Learners develop the skills and confidence to share their
faith, stand up for justice, and serve those in need within their local communities.

4 MI.1 | Missionary Initiative | 1. Demonstrate by word and deed our call to spread the Good 848; 905; 2044; 2472 2.1,2.2,2.4,
News. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 MI1.2 | Missionary Initiative | 2. Demonstrate that as Christians we have a responsibility to care 2439; 1033; 1435; 1825 | 2.1,2.2,2.4,
for all human beings, especially the poor. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

33
4 MI.3 | Missionary Initiative | 3. Recognize that we share eternal life in the Kingdom of God. 679; 541-554 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4MI1.4 | Missionary Initiative | 4. Share stories of how people put faith into action. 2030; 832 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 ML5 | Missionary Initiative | 5. Explain some basic principles of Catholic Social Teaching. 1942; 344; 2407 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4MI.6 | Missionary Initiative | 6. Name at least one example of how students should participate in 1939-1942 2.1,2.2,2.4,
family, community, and society. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
4 MIL.7 | Missionary Initiative | 7. Define social sin. 1928-1948 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
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