English Language Arts Diocesan Learning Standards

The English Language Arts Learning Standards serves as the bridge between the development of the intellect and the formation of the soul. It is
through the mastery of language, the "Word", that students learn to perceive truth, articulate their experiences, and enter into meaningful dialogue
with the world.

We recognize that the human story reflects the Divine story. Our curriculum prioritizes:

o Literary Merit: Engaging with diverse texts that explore the complexities of the human condition, moral choice, and the search for meaning.
e The Pursuit of Truth: Analyzing literature not just for technical skill, but to develop a "moral imagination" that can distinguish between what
is fleeting and what is eternal.

Language is a gift to be used for the common good. We challenge students to achieve excellence in:

o Expressive Writing: Moving beyond basic mechanics to craft prose that is persuasive, beautiful, and grounded in integrity.
o Critical Listening and Speech: Fostering the ability to engage in civil discourse, honoring the dignity of the speaker while evaluating the logic
of the argument.

In an age of information saturation, our standards emphasize the discipline of discernment.

o Textual Analysis: Utilizing evidence-based reading strategies to unpack complex themes and authorial intent.
e Media Literacy: Equipping students to navigate contemporary media through the lens of faith, questioning the values and messages presented
in the digital landscape.
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KINDERGARTEN

ELA Standard Categories:

¢ Reading Foundations (RF) e Informational Text (IT) e Language (L)
e Literary Text (LT) e  Writing (W) e Speaking and Listening (SL)
Literature Types: Informational Text Types:

e Saint stories e Bible
e Stories (adventure, folktales, legends, fables, fantasy, realistic e Biographies, Autobiographies

fiction, myth) e Books about history, social studies, science and the arts
e Dramas (staged dialogue) e Technical Text (directions, forms, graphs, charts, maps)
e Poetry (nursery rhymes, limerick, free verse poem, Psalms) e Digital Source

Scripture

e When the Lord had finished speaking to Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of the covenant, the stone tablets inscribed by
God’s own finger (Exodus 31:18)

e Pleasing words are a honeycomb, sweet to the taste and invigorating to the bones. (Proverbs 16:24)

e Grass withers, the flowers wilts, but the word of God stands forever. (Isaiah 40:8)

e The Lord God Took the man and settled him in the Garden of Eden to cultivate and care for it. (Genesis 2:15)

e Dear Children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. (1 John 3:18)

e That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it,
while all the people stood on the shore. Then he told them many things in parables... (Matthew 13:1-3)

e Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but whoever takes crooked paths will be found out. (Proverbs 10:9)

e The revelation of Your words sheds light; It gives understanding to the simple. (Psalm 119:130)

e Forin it is revealed the righteousness of God is from faith to faith, as it is written, the one who is righteous by faith will live. (Romans 1:17)

o All scripture is God-breathed and useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so the man of God may be totally

equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

I set a bow in the clouds to serve as a sign of the covenant between me and the Earth. (Genesis 9:13)

e Amen, [ say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it. (Mark 10:15)

e Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the Light of the world; whoever follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of
life." (John 8:12)

e Dear in the dyes of the Lord is the death of His devoted. (Psalm 116:15)

e For the leader; according to Lilies a maskil of the Korahites. A love song. (Psalm 45:1)

e The human heart plans the way, but the Lord directs the steps. (Proverbs 16:9)

Kindergarten Coding Standards: Grade Level Number. Category Abbreviation. Standard Number. Underlying Standard Capital Letter. Exemplar: K.OA.1.A
Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, June 2026



e Two are better than one; they get a good wage for their toil. (Ecclesiastes 4:9)

e While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing broke it and gave it to them, and said, Take; this is my body. (Mark 14:22-25)

e The king takes delight in honest lips, and whoever speaks what is right he loves. (Proverbs 16:13)

e He replied, “Rather, blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and observe it.” (Luke 11:28)

e (all to me and I will answer you; I will tell you great things beyond reach of your knowledge. (Jeremiah 33:3)

e My people will abide in peaceful habitations, in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places. (Isaiah 32)

e [love the Lord, who listened to my voice in supplication, who turned an ear to me on the day I called; he heard my cry for mercy. Because he
turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live. (Psalm 116:1-2)

e Similarly if you, because of speaking in tongues, do not utter intelligible speech, how will anyone know what is being said? For you will be
talking to the air. (1Corinthians 14:9)
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Parables Saints

e The Mustard Seed (Luke 13:18-19), Feast Day Saint
e The Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10), January 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
e The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32), January 24 St. Francis de Sales
e The Seed and the' Sower (Matthew 13:18-23), January 31 St. John Bosco
e The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) o _
e The Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:3-7), February 1 St. Brigid of Kildare
e The Story of Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), May 20 St. Bernadine of Siena
¢ God’s Kingdom is a Treasure (Matthew 13:44), June 29 St. Paul the Apostle (St. Paul)
e Parable of the Hidde.n Treasure (Matthew 13:44), July 11 St. Benedict of Nursia (St. Benedict)
e Parable of the Growing Seed (Mark 4:26-29), .
e The Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18:21-35), August 4 St. John Vianney
e  Which Son Obeyed? (Matthew 21:28-32), August 28 St. Augustine
September 13 St. John Chrysostom
September 29 St. Gabriel the Archangel
September 30 St. Jerome
October 1 St. Therese of Lisieux
October 15 St. Teresa of Avila
October 18 St. Luke the Evangelist
December 14 St. John of the Cross

December 27 St. John the Apostle (St. John the Evangelist)
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CODE CATEGORY STANDARD iREADY Newman
ASSESSMENT and Lumen
Standards
Reading Foundations
These standards are articulated through an integrated curriculum that incorporates Scripture, Saints and their lives, liturgical readings, and devotional traditions
alongside foundational literary texts
K.RF.1 Reading 1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 8.1,8.2,8.4,85,9.1 IS2, IS3, DS2
Foundations Assessed 7.1
K.RF.1.A A. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page. Usage & Grammar,
K.RF.1.B B. Sequence the letters of the alphabet. Sentence Structure
K.RF.1.C C. Define a sentence (i.e. words are separated by spaces in print).
K.RF.1.D D. Identify and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet.
K.RF.1.E E. Write letter(s) for most short vowel and consonant sounds.
K.RF.2 Reading 2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds phonemes. . 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 IS2, IS3, DS2
Foundations Assessed 7.1
K.RD.2.A A. Produce rhyming words. Vocabulary
K.RD.2.B B. Identify thyming vs non-rhyming pairs when presented orally.
K.RF.2.C C. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.
K.RF.2.D D. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.
E. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final sounds
K.RF.2.E (phonemes) in three-phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or CVC)
words." (does not include CVCs ending with 1, r, or x).
F. Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable
K.RF.2.F words to make new words.
K.RF.3 Reading 3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 1S2, IS3, DS2
Foundations Assessed 7.1
A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences Vocabulary
K.RF.3.A by producing the primary or many of the most frequent sounds for each
consonant.
K.RF.3.B B. Associate the long and short sounds with common spellings (graphemes) for
the five major vowels.
K.RF.3.C C. Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my,
is, are, do, does).
K.RF.3.D D. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of
the letters that differ.
K.RF .4 Reading 4. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, read emergent-reader texts 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 IS14
Foundations | with purpose and understanding. Assessed 7.1
Explicit Meaning
Kindergarten Coding Standards: Grade Level Number. Category Abbreviation. Standard Number. Underlying Standard Capital Letter. Exemplar: K.OA.1.A

Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, June 2026




K.RF.5

Reading
Foundations

5. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, actively engage in group
reading activities with purpose and understanding.

Not Applicable

IS14
7.1

Literary Text/ Informational Text

understanding of both narrative artistry and factual inquiry.

Students will analyze both literary and informational texts through a lens of faith, drawing upon the diverse traditions of Catholic thought to deepen their

K.LT.1 Literary Text | 1.With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1, GS4,
Assessed IS2, 1S3, 1S10,
Explicit Meaning IS14, DS2
Implicit Meaning 7.1
K.LT.2 Literary Text | 2. With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details. 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 | GSI,IS2, 1S3,
A. Sequence events with beginning, middle and end. Assessed IS10
K.LT.2.A Implicit Meaning 7.1
Key Ideas
K.LT.3 Literary Text | 3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1, 1S2, IS3,
story. Assessed IS10, DS8
Key Ideas 7.1
Implicit Meaning
K.LT4 Literary Text | 4. Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1
Assessed 7.1
Author’s Craft,
Vocabulary
K.LT.5 Literary Text | 5. Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems, scripture, prayers) 8.1,8.2,8.4,85,9.1 GS1, IS2, IS3,
Assessed IS10, DS7,
Author’s Craft DS8
7.1
K.LT.6 Literary Text | 6. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 DS7, DS8
the role of each in telling the story recognizing characters and their goodness. Assessed 7.1
Author’s Craft
K.LT.7 Literary Text | 7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 7.1
the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts). Assessed
A. Predict what might happen next in a text based on cover, title and Key Ideas
K.LT.7.A illustrations.
K.LT.8 Literary Text | 8. With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 IS14, DS2
experiences of characters in familiar stories (text-to-text) recognizing characters and Assessed 7.1
their goodness. Explicit Meaning
K.LT.9 Literary Text | 9. With prompting and support, compare and contrast text ideas to own experiences 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS1, DS2
(text-to-self). Assessed 7.1
Key Ideas, Explicit
Meaning
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K.IT.1 Informational | 1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS1, GS4,
Text Assessed IS14
7.1
K.IT.2 Informational | 2. Seeking Truth, Beauty, and Goodness, with prompting and support, identify the 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 IS14
Text main topic and retell key details of a text, including Bible stories and the lives of the Assessed 7.1
saints. Implicit Meaning
K.IT.3 Informational | 3. Seeking Truth, Beauty, and Goodness, with prompting and support, describe the 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1, IS14,
Text connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text, Assessed DS2
including Bible stories and the lives of the saints. Explicit Meaning 7.1
K.IT.4 Informational | 4. Seeking Truth, Beauty, and Goodness, with prompting and support, ask and 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1, GS4,
Text answer questions about unknown words in a text, including Bible stories and the Assessed IS1
lives of the saints, to develop a good religious foundation (Catholic worldview) and Vocabulary 7.1,7.2
social sense.
K.IT.5 Informational | 5. Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book (text features). 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 7.1
Text Assessed
Author’s Craft
K.IT.6 Informational | 6. Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting 8.1,8.2,8.4,85,9.1 GS1, GS4
Text the ideas or information in a text. Assessed 7.1,7.2
Explicit Meaning
K.IT.7 Informational | 7. Present information through a Catholic lens and with prompting and support, 8.1,8.2,8.4,85,9.1 GS1, GS4,
Text describe the relationship between illustrations and the text in which they appear Assessed IS14, DS2
(e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts). Implicit Meaning 7.1,7.2
KIT.7.A A. Use titles and illustrations to make predictions about a text.
K.IT.8 Informational | 8. With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS4, IS14,
Text points in a text. Discover how God’s plan is revealed through various events. Assessed DS2
Explicit Meaning 7.1
K.IT.9 Informational | 9. Finding the beauty and goodness and with prompting and support, identify basic 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 G54, IS1,
Text similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in Assessed IS14, DS2
illustrations, descriptions, or procedures), including Bible stories and the lives of the Key Ideas, Explicit 7.1
saints, to establish a Catholic worldview and social sense. Meaning

Writing

Catholic intellectual tradition.

In the pursuit of Truth, our writing standards empowers students to express their thoughts with clarity and purpose. By mastering the craft of composition,
students learn to articulate the movements of the mind and heart, using their rhetorical skills to bear witness to the Good, the True, and the Beautiful within the

K.W.1 Writing 1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces 8.1,8.2,8.4,68.5,9.1 GS4,1S1, 1S2,
in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book, may include Bible Assessed 1S3, WS2
stories and the lives of the saints, they are writing about and state an opinion or Planning & 7.1,7.2

KW.1.A preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). Organization, Sentence
A. Give logical reasons for suggesting that others follow a particular course of | Structure, Appropriate
action or line of thinking to establish good religious foundation (Catholic Expression
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worldview) and social sense. Recognize how God’s plan is revealed through
various events.

K.W.2 Writing 2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS4, 182, 1S3,
informative/explanatory texts, may include Bible stories and the lives of the saints, Assessed WS2, DS7
in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about Planning & 7.1
the topic. Organization, Sentence
Structure, Appropriate
Expression
K.W.J3 Writing 3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS4, 1S2, 1S3,
several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they Assessed WS2, DS7
occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened, may include Bible stories and Planning & 7.1
the lives of the saints. Organization, Sentence
Structure, Appropriate
Expression
Kwi4 Writing 4. With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 7.1
from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed. Assessed
Usage & Grammar,
Sentence Structure
K.W.s5 Writing 5. With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to Not Applicable GS4, WS2,
produce and publish writing. DS2
7.1
K.W.6 Writing 6. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS4, 1S1, 1S3,
books by a favorite author and express opinions about them) to establish good Assessed DS2
religious foundation (Catholic worldview) and social sense. These skills will be Planning & 7.1,7.2
effectively applied through the practice and teaching of Bible stories, the saints and Organization
their lives, Mass readings, and the Church’s prayers.
K.W.6.A A. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, generate a list of open-
ended questions about topics of class interest.
K.W.7 Writing 7. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 DS2
gather information from provided sources, including Bible stories and the lives of Assessed 7.1
the saints, to answer a question. Planning &
Organization

Speaking and Listening

Rooted in the belief that truth is discovered through encounter, our speaking and listening curriculum emphasizes the importance of active engagement. Students
develop the skills to weigh complex ideas thoughtfully and respond with grace, honoring the dignity of others through intentional, clear, and faith-informed

communication.
K.SL.1 Speaking & 1.Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten Not Applicable GS4, IS1, IS3
Listening topics and texts with peers and adults in small and large groups to develop a 7.1,7.2
Catholic worldview and social sense.
K.SL.1.A
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A. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking
K.SL.1.B turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).
K.SL.1.C B. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.
K.SL.1.D C. Follow two-step instructions.
D. Speak in complete sentences.
K.SL.2 Speaking & 2. Ask and answer questions in order to confirm understanding, seek help, get 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 WSI1
Listening information, or clarify something that is not understood. Assessed 7.1
Key Ideas
K.SL.3 Speaking & 3. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events. 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 7.1
Listening Assessed
Explicit Meaning
K.SL.4 Speaking & 4. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide Not Applicable WS1 WS2
Listening additional detail. 7.1
K.SL.5 Speaking & 5. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly when retelling 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS4, WS1,
Listening familiar stories or reciting poems, nursery rhymes or lines of a play. Assessed WS2
Usage & Grammar, 7.1
Sentence Structure
Language

These standards establish high expectations for language usage, fostering the precision, clarity, and grammatical mastery necessary for effective communication.
By cultivating these essential skills, students learn to articulate the Truth with integrity, reflecting the order and beauty inherent in our Catholic intellectual

tradition.
K.L.1 Language 1. Drawing upon scripture and other religious writings, demonstrate command of the | 8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 IS2, IS3
conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. Assessed 7.1

K.L.1.A A. Print upper- and lowercase letters. Usage & Grammar,
K.L.1.B B. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. Sentence Structure

C. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish,
K.L.1.C wishes).

D. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where,
K.L.1.D when, why, how).

E. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., fo, from, in, out, on,
K.L.1.E off, for, of, by, with).

F. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.
K.L.1.F

K.L.2 Language 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 IS2, IS3
punctuation, and spelling when writing,. Assessed 7.1
K.L.2.A A. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I. Usage & Grammar,
K.L.2.B B. Recognize and name end punctuation. Sentence Structure
K.L.2.C C. Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds
(phonemes).
K.L.2.D
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D. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter
K.L2.E relationships.
K.L.2.F E. Capitalize own first and last name.
F. Use correct spelling of own first and last names.
K.L3 Language 3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS1
phrases based on kindergarten reading and content. Assessed 7.1
K.L3.A A. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g., Vocabulary
knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).
K.L.3.B B. Use the most frequently occurring inflections and affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, re-,
un-, pre-, -ful, -less) as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word.
K.L.4 Language 4. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1
in word meanings. Assessed 7.1
K.L4.A A. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of Vocabulary
the concepts the categories represent.
K.L.4.B B. Demonstrate understanding of opposites (antonyms).
K.L4.C C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places
at school that are colorful).
K.L.4.D D. Distinguish meaning among verbs describing the same general action (e.g.,
walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.
K.L.5 Language 5. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1, GS4
and responding to texts. Assessed 7.1
Author’s Craft
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