English Language Arts Diocesan Learning Standards

The English Language Arts Learning Standards serves as the bridge between the development of the intellect and the formation of the soul. It is
through the mastery of language, the "Word", that students learn to perceive truth, articulate their experiences, and enter into meaningful dialogue
with the world.

We recognize that the human story reflects the Divine story. Our curriculum prioritizes:

o Literary Merit: Engaging with diverse texts that explore the complexities of the human condition, moral choice, and the search for meaning.
e The Pursuit of Truth: Analyzing literature not just for technical skill, but to develop a "moral imagination" that can distinguish between what
is fleeting and what is eternal.

Language is a gift to be used for the common good. We challenge students to achieve excellence in:

o Expressive Writing: Moving beyond basic mechanics to craft prose that is persuasive, beautiful, and grounded in integrity.
o Critical Listening and Speech: Fostering the ability to engage in civil discourse, honoring the dignity of the speaker while evaluating the logic
of the argument.

In an age of information saturation, our standards emphasize the discipline of discernment.

o Textual Analysis: Utilizing evidence-based reading strategies to unpack complex themes and authorial intent.
e Media Literacy: Equipping students to navigate contemporary media through the lens of faith, questioning the values and messages presented
in the digital landscape.
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SECOND GRADE

ELA Standard Categories:

¢ Reading Foundations (RF) e Informational Text (IT) e Language (L)
e Literary Text (LT) e  Writing (W) e Speaking and Listening (SL)
Literature Types: Informational Text Types:

e Saint Stories e Bible
e Stories (adventure, folktales, legends, fables, fantasy, realistic e Biographies, Autobiographies

fiction, myth) e Books about history, social studies, science and the arts
e Dramas (staged dialogue) e Technical Text (directions, forms, graphs, charts, maps)
e Poetry (nursery rhymes, limerick, free verse poem) e Digital Sources

Scripture

And if anyone takes words away from this prophetic book, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city described in
this book. (Revelation 22:19)

The fearful heart will know and understand, and the stammering tongue will be fluent and clear. (Isaiah 32:4)

Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will walk in Your truth. (Psalm 86:11)

And He spoke to them at length in parables... (Matthew 13:3)

And the one who searches hearts knows what is the intention of the Spirit, because it intercedes for the holy ones according to God’s will.
(Romans 8:27)

Therefore, we aspire to please him, whether we are at home or away. (2 Corinthians 5:9)

But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner. (1 Corinthians 14:40)

But this is why I have let you survive: to show you® my power and to make my name resound throughout the earth! (Exodus 9:16)

Then Peter approaching asked him, Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive him? As many as seven times? Jesus
answered, I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times. (Matthew 18: 21-22)

While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, Take it; this is my body. Then he took a cup,
gave thanks, and gave it to them, and they all drank from it. He said to them, This is my blood of the covenant, which will be shed for many.
(Mark 14: 22-24)

Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, for
each one should carry their own load. Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word should share all good things with their
instructor. (Galatians 6: 4-6)

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. (John 1:3)
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e He said this to test him, because he himself knew what he was going to do. (Luke 6:6)

e Apply your heart to discipline and your ear to words of knowledge. (Proverbs 23:12)

e They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. (Acts 2:42)

e Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel. “Write all the words which I have spoken to you in a book.” (Jeremiah 30:2)

e It seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning to write it out for you in consecutive order.
(Luke 1:3)

e Love the Lord, all his faithful people! The Lord preserves those who are true to him, but the proud he pays back in full. (Psalm 31:24)

e Then the Lord God said, Behold, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take
also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever. (Genesis 3:22)

e When you assemble, one has a psalm, an instruction, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Everything should be done for building up. (1
Corinthians 14:26)

e They speak of the power of your awesome acts and recount your great deeds. (Psalm 145:6)

e Itoo will speak my part; I also will declare my knowledge! (Job 32:17)

e For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God. (Ephesians 2:8)

e He presented himself alive to them by many proofs after he had suffered, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God. (Acts 1:3)

e ...that I may make it clear, as I must speak. (Colossians 4:4)

e Pleasing words are a honeycomb, sweet to the taste and invigorating to the bones. (Proverbs 16:24)

e The Lord said to Moses: Come up to me on the mountain and, while you are there, I will give you stone tablets on which I have written the
commandments intended for their instruction. (Exodus 24:12)

e For to the one who pleases God, he gives wisdom and knowledge and joy; (Ecclesiastes 2:26)

e The whole world had the same language and the same words. (Genesis 11:1)

e Golden apples in silver settings are words spoken at the proper time. (Proverbs 25:11)

e But you, beloved, remember the words spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ... (Jude 1:17)
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Parables Saints

e The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) Date Saint

e The Mustard Seed (Luke 13:18-19) January 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

e The Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10) .

e The Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:3-7) January 24 St. Francis de Sales

e Lost Things Get Found (Luke 15:1-32) (Note: This scripture January 31 St. John Bosco
block encompasses the Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, and Prodigal February 1 St. Brigid of Kildare
Son) : : :

e The Seed and the Sower / The Story of the Soils (Matthew February 14 St. Cyril and St. Methodius (typically celebrated together)
13:3-9, 18-23) May 20 St. Bernadine of Siena

e The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-40) June 7 St. Gotteschalk

e The Story of Talents (Matthew 25:14-30)

e Parable of the Hidden Treasure / God’s Kingdom is a Treasure
(Matthew 13:44) June 29 St. Paul the Apostle (St. Paul)

e Parable of the Growing Seed (Mark 4:26-29)

June 13 St. Anthony of Padua

e The Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18:21-35) July 11 St. Benedict of Nursia (St. Benedict)
e  Which Son Obeyed? (Matthew 21:28-32) August 4 St. John Vianney
e Stories of the Kingdom (Matthew 13:24-33) August 28 St. Augustine
e  Why Jesus Told Parables (Matthew 13:10-17) September 13 St. John Chrysostom
September 29 St. Gabriel the Archangel
September 30 St. Jerome
October 1 St. Therese of Lisieux
October 15 St. Teresa of Avila
October 18 St. Luke the Evangelist
December 14 St. John of the Cross
December 27 St. John the Apostle (St. John the Evangelist)
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CODE

CATEGORY

STANDARD

iREADY
ASSESSMENT

Newman
and Lumen
Standards

Reading Foundations

These standards are articulated through an integrated curriculum that incorporates Scripture, Saints and their lives, liturgical readings, and devotional traditions

alongside foundational literary texts

2.RF.1 Reading 1. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 IS2, IS3, DS2
Foundations | words. Assessed 7.1
2.RF.1.A A. Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one- Vocabulary
syllable words.
2.RF.1.B B. Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel
2.RF.1.C teams.
2.RF.1.D C. Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels.
2.RF.1.E D. Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes.
E. Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound
2.RF.1.F correspondences.
F. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.
2.RF.2 Reading 2. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. Read on- 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 1S2, IS3, DS2
Foundations | level text with purpose and understanding. Assessed 7.1
2.RF2.A A. Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression Explicit Meaning
2.RF.2.B on successive readings.
B. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding,
2.RF.2.C re-reading as necessary.
2.RF.3 Reading 3. Read informational and literary text at grades 2-3 text complexity proficiently, 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 182, IS3, DS2
Foundations | with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. Assessed 7.1
Explicit Meaning

Literary Text/ Informational Text

Students will analyze both literary and informational texts through a lens of faith, drawing upon the diverse traditions of Catholic thought to deepen their

understanding of both narrative artistry and factual inquiry.

2.LT.1 Literary Text | 1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to 8.1,8.2,8.4,85,9.1 GS1, GS4,
demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. Assessed IS2, 1S3, 1S10,
Explicit Meaning IS14, DS2
Implicit Meaning 7.1
2.LT.2 Literary Text | 2. Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures and 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS1, IS2, IS3,
determine their central message, lesson, or moral. Assessed Implicit IS10, DS7
2.LT.2.A A. Describe the setting, problems, solutions, and big ideas. Meaning 7.1
Key Ideas
2.LT3 Literary Text | 3.Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges. 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1, IS2, IS3,
A. Describe cause-and-effect relationships. Assessed 1S7, IS10,
2.LT3.A Key Ideas DS1, DS8
Implicit Meaning 7.1




2.LT.A4 Literary Text | 4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS1, IS5,
repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song, including Assessed DS7, DS9
Bible stories and the lives of the saints. Author’s Craft, 7.1
Vocabulary
2.LT.S5 Literary Text | 5. Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1, IS2, IS3,
introduces the story and the ending concludes the action. Assessed IS10, DS8
Author’s Craft 7.1
2.LT.6 Literary Text | 6. To develop a Catholic worldview and social sense, acknowledge differences in 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1, IS2, IS3,
the points of view (perspective) of characters, including by speaking in a different Assessed IS10, IS12,
voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud. Author’s Craft DS7, DS8
7.1
2.LT.7 Literary Text | 7. Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text, 8.1,8.2,8.4,85,9.1 DS7, DS8
to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot to develop a Assessed 7.1
Catholic worldview and social sense. Key Ideas
2.LT.7.A A. Use text features to make and confirm predictions.
2.LT.8 Literary Text | 8. Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (fairy tales) by 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 IS14, DS2
different authors or from different cultures, including Bible stories and the lives of Assessed 7.1
the saints, (text-to-text) to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. Explicit Meaning
2.LT9 Literary Text | 9. Identify relevant connections among text ideas to experiences in the world (text- 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 IS14, DS2
to-world) to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. Assessed 7.1
Key Ideas, Explicit
Meaning
2.IT.1 Informational | 1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1, GS4,
Text demonstrate understanding of key details in a text to develop a Catholic worldview Assessed IS14
and social sense. 7.1
2.IT.1.A A. Support answers with evidence from the text.
2.1T.2 Informational | 2. Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 IS14
Text paragraphs within the text. Assessed 7.1
2IT.2.A A. Explain main ideas and supporting details. Implicit Meaning
2.IT.3 Informational | 3. Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 GS1, IS11,
Text concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. Assessed IS14, DS2
Explicit Meaning 7.1
2IT.4 Informational | 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS1, G54,
Text or subject area, including Bible stories and the lives of the saints. Assessed IS1
Vocabulary 7.1,7.2
2.IT.5 Informational | 5. Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 WS1, WS3,
Text glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a Assessed DS2
text efficiently. Author’s Craft 7.1,7.2
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2.IT.6 Informational | 6. Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, 8.1,8.2,8.4,85,9.1 GS1, GS4
Text explain, or describe to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. Assessed 7.1,7.2
Explicit Meaning
2.1T.7 Informational | 7. Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 IS14, DS5
Text contribute to and clarify a text. Assessed 7.1,7.2
Implicit Meaning
2.1T.8 Informational | 8. Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS4, IS1,
Text Assessed IS14, DS2
Explicit Meaning 7.1
2.1T.9 Informational | 9. Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts, 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 IS14, DS2
Text including Bible stories and the lives of the saints. on the same topic to develop a Assessed 7.1
Catholic worldview and social sense. Key Ideas, Explicit
Meaning

In the pursuit of Truth, our writing standards empowers students to express their thoughts with clarity and purpose. By mastering the craft of composition,
students learn to articulate the movements of the mind and heart, using their rhetorical skills to bear witness to the Good, the True, and the Beautiful within the

Writing

Catholic intellectual tradition.

2.W.1 Writing 1. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, write opinion pieces in which 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS4, 1S1, 1S2,
they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply Assessed IS3, WS2
reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to Planning & Organization, 7.1,7.2
connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. Sentence Structure,

Appropriate Expression
2.W.2 Writing 2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts 8.1,8.2,8.4,85,9.1 GS4, 1S2, 1S3,
and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. Assessed WS2, DS7
Planning & Organization, 7.1
Sentence Structure,
Appropriate Expression

2.W.3 Writing 3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS4, 182, 1S3,
of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal Assessed WS2, DS7
words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure, including Bible stories | Planning & Organization, 7.1
and the lives of the saints. Sentence Structure,

Appropriate Expression

2.W.4 Writing 4. Seeking and revealing the Truth, with guidance and support from adults and 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 7.1

peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing. Assessed
A. Edit for language conventions. Usage & Grammar,
2.W4.A Sentence Structure

2.W.5 Writing 5. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce Not Applicable GS4, WS2,
and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers to develop a Catholic DS2
worldview and social sense. 7.1
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2.W.6 Writing 6. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS4, 1S1, IS3
on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations. Assessed 7.1,7.2
2.W.6.A A. Brainstorm and record ideas using a graphic organizer. Planning & Organization
2.W.6.B B. Generate a list of open-ended questions about topics of interest.
2.W.7 Writing 7. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 IS14
sources to answer a question to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. Assessed 7.1

Planning & Organization

Speaking and Listening

Rooted in the belief that truth is discovered through encounter, our speaking and listening curriculum emphasizes the importance of active engagement. Students
develop the skills to weigh complex ideas thoughtfully and respond with grace, honoring the dignity of others through intentional, clear, and faith-informed

communication.
2.SL.1 Speaking & | 1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 Not Applicable GS4, IS1, IS3
Listening topics and texts, including Bible stories and the lives of the saints, with peers and 7.1,7.2
adults in small and larger groups.
2.SL.1.A A. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in
respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion).
2.SL.1.B B. Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the
remarks of others.
2.SL.1.C C. Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and
texts under discussion.
2.SL.2 Speaking & | 2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information 8.1,8.2,8.4,85,9.1 7.1
Listening presented orally or through other media recognizing the beauty and goodness. Assessed
Key Ideas
2.SL.3 Speaking & | 3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 WSI1
Listening comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic Assessed 7.1
or issue. Explicit Meaning
2.SL.4 Speaking & | 4. Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 IS11, WS2
Listening descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences. Assessed 7.1
Key Ideas
2.SL.5 Speaking & | 5. Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual Not Applicable GS4, WS1,
Listening displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, WS2
thoughts, and feelings. 7.1
2.SL.6 Speaking & | 5. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to 8.1,8.2,84,8.5,9.1 GS4, WS1,
Listening provide requested detail or clarification when retelling familiar stories or Assessed WS2
reciting poems, nursery rhymes or lines of a play. (see language standards 1 Usage & Grammar, 7.1

and 3 for specific expectations)

Sentence Structure
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Language

These standards establish high expectations for language usage, fostering the precision, clarity, and grammatical mastery necessary for effective communication.
By cultivating these essential skills, students learn to articulate the Truth with integrity, reflecting the order and beauty inherent in our Catholic intellectual

tradition.
2.L.1 Language 1. Drawing upon scripture and other religious writings, demonstrate command of 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 1S2, 1S3
the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. Assessed 7.1
2.L.1A A. Use collective nouns (e.g., group). Usage & Grammar,
2.L.1.B B. Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, Sentence Structure
children, teeth, mice, fish).
2.L.1.C C. Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
2.L.1.D D. Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g.,
sat, hid, told).
2.L.1.E E. Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what
is to be modified.
2.L.1.F F. Use antonyms and synonyms.
2.L.1.G G. Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences.
(e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The
action movie was watched by the little boy).
2.L.2 Language 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 1S2,IS3
punctuation, and spelling when writing. Assessed 7.1
2.L2.A A. Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names. Usage & Grammar,
2L2B B. Use common abbreviations for titles, locations, and time periods. (Ms., Sentence Structure
Mrs., Mr. Dr., St., Ave, U.S, A.M., P.M.)
2.L2.C C. Use commas in greetings and closings of letters.
2L2D D. Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring
possessives.
2.L2.E E. Use dialogue that contains quotation marks.
2.L2F F. Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage —
badge; boy — boil).
2.L.2.G G. Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to
check and correct spellings.
2.L.3 Language 3. Mindful of the Truth and its beauty, use knowledge of language and its 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 IS2, IS3
conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. Assessed 7.1
2.L3.A A. Compare formal and informal uses of English. Usage & Grammar,
2.L.3.B B. Write legibly by hand. Sentence Structure
2.L4 Language 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 8.1,8.2,84,85,9.1 IS2, IS3
phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, including Bible stories and the lives Assessed 7.1
of the saints, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies. Vocabulary
A. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
2.L4.A B. Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is
2.L4.B added to a known word (e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell).
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C. Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with
2.L4.C the same root (e.g., addition, additional).
D. Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning
2.L4D of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf,
notebook, bookmark).
E. Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to
2.L4E determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases.
2.L.5 Language 5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 1S2, 1S3
meanings. Assessed 7.1
2.L5.A A. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe Author’s Craft
foods that are spicy or juicy).
2.L5B B. Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss,
throw, hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny,
scrawny).
2.L.6 Language 6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read 8.1,8.2,8.4,8.5,9.1 GS1, G54
to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe Assessed 7.1
(e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy). Vocabulary, Appropriate
Expression
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