Religion Diocesan Learning Standards

The Catholic Schools of the Diocese exist to participate in the teaching mission of Jesus Christ and His Church. Our K-12 Religion Curriculum
provides a coherent, sequential, and comprehensive formation designed to nurture the intellect, transform the heart, and cultivate a lifelong
commitment to living out the Gospel. Anchored in the National Directory for Catechesis and the Catechism of the Catholic Church, this curriculum
prepares students not only to know their faith, but to live it authentically in service to God and neighbor.

Core Pillars of Formation

Knowledge of Faith (KF): Guiding students to understand the mystery of God, Salvation History, Sacred Scripture, and Sacred Tradition so
they can articulate the Catholic faith with clarity and confidence.

Liturgical Education (LE): Fostering reverence for the Sacraments—especially the Holy Eucharist as the source and summit of Christian
life—and equipping students to participate fully, consciously, and actively in the Church’s liturgical celebrations.

Moral Formation (ME): Cultivating a well-formed conscience rooted in the teachings of Christ, helping students develop virtue, respect
human dignity, and make moral decisions that reflect Catholic Social Teaching.

Teaching to Pray (TP): Inviting students into a personal, transformative relationship with God by introducing them to the rich prayer
traditions of the Church, including personal, communal, vocal, and meditative prayer.

Education for Community (EC): Nurturing a spirit of Christian fellowship and parish involvement, teaching students to live in unity with one
another, forgive generously, and support the broader ecclesial family.

Missionary Initiative (MI): Inspiring and equipping students to live as intentional disciples who share the Gospel through word and deed,
advocating for justice and serving the poor and vulnerable.

Through every stage of development—from early childhood through young adulthood—students are called to recognize that they are personally
known, loved, and redeemed by God. This curriculum invites every learner to respond to Christ's call to holiness, discovering their unique vocation
as witnesses to the Gospel.
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Standard Categories:

e Knowledge of Faith (KF) e Moral Education (ME) e Education for Community (EC)
e Liturgical Education (LE) e Teaching to Pray (TP) e Missionary Initiative (MI)

K ncepts of ‘Circle of Grace’:

o God is "Present" because He desires a relationship with us.

e God helps us know what belongs in our Circle of Grace.

e God helps us know what does not belong in our Circle of Grace.
e God helps us know when to ask for help from someone we trust.
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CODE

CATEGORY

STANDARD

Knowledge of Faith

CATECHISM
REFERENCE

miracles of Jesus—children learn the basic truths of the Trinity, the Holy Family, and God’s deep love for them.

Lumen
Standards

In these early years, children begin to discover God as our loving Father and Creator, who made everything good. Students learn about Jesus as God’s Son and
our Good Shepherd, and the Holy Spirit as our Helper. Through simple Bible stories from the Old and New Testaments—especially the life, parables, and

2.KF.1

Knowledge of Faith

1. State that there is one God.

201-202

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.KF.2

Knowledge of Faith

2. Name the three persons of the Blessed Trinity.

232

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.KF.3

Knowledge of Faith

3. Describe how all of God’s creation is sacred.

299

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.KF.4

Knowledge of Faith

4. Cite Jesus as the Bread of Life.

1338; 1406; 2837

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2. KFE.5

Knowledge of Faith

5. Retell important events in the life of Jesus (Nativity,
Resurrection, and Ascension).

512-518; 641-644;

666-667

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.KF.6

Knowledge of Faith

6. Describe the Holy Spirit as our special helper who gives us
strength.

1813

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.KF.7

Knowledge of Faith

7. Explain that Jesus’ Mother Mary is also our mother.

494; 511

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2. KF.8

Knowledge of Faith

8. Identify the Pope as the leader of the Church.

100; 892

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.KF.9

Knowledge of Faith

9. Interpret how to treat others through the Bible and Mary.

124; 127

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.KF.10

Knowledge of Faith

10. Cite why Mary is a model for all Christians.

148-149

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
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2.KF.11

Knowledge of Faith

11. Describe Scripture as God’s word, which teaches us how to
live.

104

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.KF.12

Knowledge of Faith

12. Define Resurrection.

643-645

2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.KF.13

Knowledge of Faith

13. Recognize Jesus Christ died for our sins.

634; 636-637

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.KF.14

Knowledge of Faith

14. State the Church as the Body of Christ.

774; 776-777; 779

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2. KF.15

Knowledge of Faith

15. Explain how Adam and Eve disobeyed God.

390

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.KF.16

Knowledge of Faith

16. Describe saints as people we can imitate and see as heroes.

2030

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

Liturgical Education

Children are introduced to the church building as God’s special house and learn basic reverent behaviors, such as genuflecting and making the Sign of the Cross.
They discover the Mass as a sacred meal where Jesus comes to us, and learn about key Church seasons like Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter. Students
explore the sacred signs and symbols of the Church—water, oil, candles, and the altar—helping them participate in worship with awe and wonder.

2.LE.1 Liturgical Education | 1. Recognize in the Eucharist the bread and wine are changed into 1373 2.1,2.2,2.4,
the Body and Blood of Jesus. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
2.LE.2 | Liturgical Education | 2. Demonstrate how to participate fully, consciously, and actively 1324-1327 2.1,2.2,24,
at Mass from beginning to end. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

2LE2.A A. Show reverence and respect during all liturgies. 2691 33

2.LE2.B B. Model proper behavior in sacred spaces. 1181; 2691

2.LE3 Liturgical Education | 3. Describe the parts of the Mass: Introductory Rites, Liturgy of the 1333-1340 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist, and Concluding Rites. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
2.LEA4 Liturgical Education | 4. Cite grace as a gift given to us in all sacraments. 1084; 1127; 1131 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
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B. Acknowledge that the priest must keep secret all sins
confessed to him.

2.LE.5 | Liturgical Education | 5. Explain that, through the Eucharist, we grow in loving 1392; 1397 2.1,2.2,24,
relationship with God and community. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
2.LE.6 Liturgical Education | 6. Describe the Immaculate Conception as a feast day of Mary. 484; 966; 437; 490-493 | 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
2.LE.7 Liturgical Education | 7. Recall Baptism making us members of the Church, forgiving sin, | 403; 405; 168; 782; 784 | 2.1,2.2,2.4,
and giving us new life in the Holy Spirit. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
2.LE.8 Liturgical Education | 8. Recognize the Sacrament of Reconciliation reunites us to God 1422; 980; 1468 2.1,2.2,2.4,
and God’s Church. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
2.LE.9 Liturgical Education | 9. Cite the Eucharist as the source of our Catholic identity. 1324-1327 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
2.LE.10 | Liturgical Education | 10. Define and practice the four actions of the Sacrament of 1451-1454 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Reconciliation: contrition, confession, penance, and absolution. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

2.LE.10.A A. Explain that in the name of Jesus Christ, the priest forgives 1421; 1486; 1520 33

our sins.
2.LE.10.B 1467; 2490

Moral Formation

students begin building virtues like honesty, kindness, sharing, and showing respect for all people as God’s unique creations.

This pillar introduces young learners to God’s rule of love: loving God with all their heart and loving their neighbor as themselves. Children learn simple
concepts of right and wrong, the importance of making good choices, and how to say "I’m sorry" when they make mistakes. Through stories and daily practice,

2.ME.1
2.ME.1.A

Moral Education

1. Define sin.
A. Name venial and mortal sins.

1862; 1858-1859;
1849-1850

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.ME.2

Moral Education

2. Demonstrate how to forgive and be forgiven.

2840; 2845

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.ME.3

Moral Education

3. List the Ten Commandments.

2058; 2067

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

2.ME.4

Moral Education

4. List the process of making a good examination of conscience.

1454; 1456

2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
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2.ME.5 Moral Education 5. State the great commandment to love God and neighbor. 2083-2557 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
2.ME.6 Moral Education 6. Explain how the Bible and the Church teach us what is right and 75; 141; 2074 2.1,2.2,2.4,
what is wrong. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
2.ME.7 Moral Education 7. Compare and contrast and ‘accident’ and a ‘sin’. 1862 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
2.ME.8 Moral Education 8. Demonstrate how to care for one another within the Circle of OCYP materials 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Grace framework. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3

Teaching to Pray
Children learn that prayer is simply talking and listening to God as a close friend who loves them. They learn foundational traditional Catholic prayers—such as
the Sign of the Cross, the Lord’s Prayer, the Hail Mary, and the Glory Be—alongside quiet times for personal prayer. Students practice offering simple prayers
of praise, saying thank you for God’s gifts, asking for help, and praying for their families, classmates, and those in need.

2.TP.1 Teaching to Pray | 1. Pray to Mary and the saints for help. 956; 2683 2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
2.TP.2 Teaching to Pray 2. Describe how the Rosary honors Mary as the Mother of God. 9;712; 678 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
2.TP.3 Teaching to Pray | 3. Recite from memory the Act of Contrition prayer. 1451-1454 2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
2.TP4 Teaching to Pray | 4. Pray the ‘Hail Mary’. 2675-2679 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
2.TP.5 Teaching to Pray | 5. Model how to pray the Rosary. 971; 2678; 2708 2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3

Education for Community
Young students experience the church and school as a warm, welcoming family in Christ. They learn what it means to belong to God’s family, the Church,
through the Sacrament of Baptism. Daily interactions emphasize learning to share, take turns, practice forgiveness, and show kindness to classmates. Children

also learn about the Holy Family and the Communion of Saints as models of loving relationships.
2.EC.1 Education for 1. Share examples of ways we show love and respect for ourselves 459; 1347; 1823 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Community and others. 2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
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2.EC.2 Education for 2. Share ways to treat others fairly and respect differences. 1825; 818 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Community 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
2.EC.3 Education for 3. Appreciate the diverse roles of members of the community. 791; 866 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Community 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3
2. ECA4 Education for 4. State that it is a sin to miss Mass on Sunday without serious 2177-2181 2.1,2.2,2.4,
Community reason. 2.7,3.1,3.2,

3.3

Missionary Initiative
Even at a young age, children discover that they can be helpers and followers of Jesus every day. Students learn that simple acts of kindness—helping a friend,
sharing toys, or obeying parents—are ways to show Jesus' love to others. They are introduced to basic concepts of taking care of God’s creation and
participating in simple, class-wide service activities to help those who are poor or sick

2.MI.1 [ Missionary Initiative | 1. Treat all people and all religions with love and respect. 842-843 2.1,2.2,24,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
2.MI.2 Missionary Initiative | 2. Share our talents and gifts with others. 1941-1911; 1922 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
2.MI.3 Missionary Initiative | 3. Define stewardship. 343; 355; 396 2.1,2.2,2.4,
2.7,3.1,3.2,
3.3
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