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English Language Arts Diocesan Learning Standards 

The English Language Arts Learning Standards serves as the bridge between the development of the intellect and the formation of the soul.  It is 

through the mastery of language, the "Word", that students learn to perceive truth, articulate their experiences, and enter into meaningful dialogue 

with the world. 

We recognize that the human story reflects the Divine story.  Our curriculum prioritizes: 

• Literary Merit: Engaging with diverse texts that explore the complexities of the human condition, moral choice, and the search for meaning. 

• The Pursuit of Truth: Analyzing literature not just for technical skill, but to develop a "moral imagination" that can distinguish between what 

is fleeting and what is eternal. 

Language is a gift to be used for the common good.  We challenge students to achieve excellence in: 

• Expressive Writing: Moving beyond basic mechanics to craft prose that is persuasive, beautiful, and grounded in integrity. 

• Critical Listening and Speech: Fostering the ability to engage in civil discourse, honoring the dignity of the speaker while evaluating the logic 

of the argument. 

In an age of information saturation, our standards emphasize the discipline of discernment. 

• Textual Analysis: Utilizing evidence-based reading strategies to unpack complex themes and authorial intent. 

• Media Literacy: Equipping students to navigate contemporary media through the lens of faith, questioning the values and messages presented 

in the digital landscape. 
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SIXTH GRADE 

ELA Standard Categories: 

• Reading Foundations (RF) 

• Literary Text (LT) 

• Informational Text (IT) 

• Writing (W) 

• Language (L) 

• Speaking and Listening (SL) 

Literature Types: 

• Saint Stories 

• Stories (adventure, historical fiction, mysteries, myths, science 

fiction, realistic fiction, allegories, parodies, satire, and graphic 

novels)  

• Dramas (one-act, multi-act plays, written and film) 

• Poetry (Psalms, narrative, lyrical, free verse, sonnets, odes, 

ballads and epics) 

Informational Text Types: 

• Bible  

• Exposition, Argument and Functional Text (personal essays, 

speeches, opinion pieces, biographies, memoirs, journalism) 

• Historical, scientific, technical or economic accounts 

(including digital sources) 

Scripture 

• "All this," said David, "the Lord made me understand in writing by His hand upon me, all the details of this pattern." (1 Chronicles 28:19) 

• They read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that they understood the reading. (Nehemiah 8:8) 

• Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, 

if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. (Philippians 4:8) 

• I can of my own self do nothing. As I am bidden, so I judge; and mine is a just judgement, because it is not my own will that guides me, but 

the will of Him who sent me. (John 5:30) 

• This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not 

achieve the righteousness of God. (James 1:19-20) 

• We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is 

true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. (1 John 5:20) 

• Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. And taking the 

five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the 

people. And he divided the two fish among them all. (Mark 6:39-41) 

• Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out 

your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. (Philippians 2:12-

13) 

• Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 

what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:2) 
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• Now when they had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. And 

according to Paul's custom, he went to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and giving evidence 

that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ." (Acts 17:1-3)  

• Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and 

let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us. (Hebrews 12:1) 

• O, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable His judgments, and untraceable His ways! (Romans 

11:33) 

• He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. (Luke 16:10) 

• But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (2 Timothy 4:5) 

• According to what I have seen, those who plow iniquity And those who sow trouble harvest it. By the breath of God they perish, And by the 

blast of His anger they come to an end. (Job 4:8-9) 

• You are our letter written on our hearts, known and read by all. (2 Corinthians 3:2) 

• Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 

straight your paths. (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

• Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 

groanings too deep for words. (Romans 8:26) 

• No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with 

the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. (1 Corinthians 10:13) 

• So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by 

sight. (2 Corinthians 5:6-7) 

• He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this 

mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.” (Matthew 17:20) 

• Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 

much. (James 5:16) 

• But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man 

who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. (James 1:22-23) 

• He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:2) 

• Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves. (Philippians 2:3) 

• Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 

times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.” (Matthew 18:21-22) 

• One thing I ask from the LORD, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty 

of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. (Psalm 27:4) 

• He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love 

him and will disclose Myself to him. (John 14:21) 

• For the poor will never cease to be in the land; therefore I command you, saying, 'You shall freely open your hand to your brother, to your 

needy and poor in your land.' (Deuteronomy 15:11) 

• The LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die." (Genesis 2:16-17) 
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• There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male or female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28) 

• And to aspire to live a tranquil life to mind your own affairs and to work with your own hands as we instructed, that you may conduct 

yourselves properly toward outsiders and not depend on anyone. (1 Thessalonians 4:11-12) 

• …for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; discretion will watch over you, understanding will 

guard you. (Proverbs 2:10-11) 

                                                                            Saints 

Month Day Saint 

January 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

 24 St. Francis de Sales 

 27 St. John Chrysostom 

 31 St. John Bosco 

February 1 St. Brigid of Kildare 

 10 St. Scholastica 

 14 St. Cyril & St. Methodius 

March 21 St. Benedict of Nursia 

April 28 St. Gianna Molla 

May 20 St. Bernadine of Siena 

June 3 St. Charles Lwanga 

 7 St. Gotteschalk 

 13 St. Anthony of Padua 

 29 St. Paul the Apostle 

July 11 St. Benedict of Nursia 

 14 St. Kateri Tekakwitha 

August 4 St. John Vianney 

 8 St. Dominic 

September 20 St. Andrew Kim Taegon 

 30 St. Jerome 

October 1 St. Thérèse of Lisieux 

 11 St. John XXIII 

 15 St. Teresa of Avila 

 18 St. Luke the Evangelist 

 22 St. John Paul II 

November 13 St. Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini 

December 3 St. Francis Xavier 

 14 St. John of the Cross 

 22 St. Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini 

 27 St. John the Apostle 
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CODE CATEGORY STANDARD iREADY 

ASSESSMENT 

Newman 

and Lumen 

Standards 

Reading Foundations 
These standards are articulated through an integrated curriculum that incorporates Scripture, Saints and their lives, liturgical readings, and devotional traditions 

alongside foundational literary texts 

6.RF.1 

 

6.RF.1.A 

Reading 

Foundations 

1. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary and informational 

texts at grades 6–8 text complexity proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at 

the high end of the range.  

A. Read on-level text, both silently and orally, at an appropriate rate with 

accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

 

IS2, IS3, 

DS2 

7.1 

 

Literary Text/ Informational Text 
Students will analyze both literary and informational texts through a lens of faith, drawing upon the diverse traditions of Catholic thought to deepen their 

understanding of both narrative artistry and factual inquiry. 

6.LT.1 Literary Text 1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as 

well as inferences drawn from the text.  

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

Key Ideas 

GS1, IS2, 

IS3, IS7, 

IS10, DS1, 

DS8 

7.1 

6.LT.2 

 

6.LT.2.A 

Literary Text 2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through 

details.  

A. Provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or 

judgments. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Implicit Meaning 

Key Ideas 

GS1, IS2, 

IS3, IS7, 

IS10, DS1, 

DS8 

7.1 

6.LT.3 

 

 

6.LT.3.A 

Literary Text 3. Seeking Truth, Beauty, and Goodness, describe how a particular story’s or 

drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters 

respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

A. Explain how plot and conflict reflect historical and/or cultural 

contexts. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas, Implicit 

Meaning 

GS1, IS2, 

IS3, IS4, 

IS7, IS10, 

DS1, DS8 

7.1 

6.LT.4 

 

6.LT.4.A 

Literary Text 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings. 

A. Analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft, 

Vocabulary 

GS1, IS2, 

IS4, IS5, 

DS4, DS5, 

DS7, DS9 

7.1 

6.LT.5 Literary Text 5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fit into the 

overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, 

setting, or plot, including Bible stories and the lives of the saints, to develop a 

Catholic worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft 

GS1, GS2, 

GS3, IS2, 

IS5, DS4, 
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DS5, DS7, 

DS9 

7.1 

6.LT.6 Literary Text 6. Seeking Truth, Beauty, and Goodness, explain how an author develops the 

point of view or perspective of the narrator or speaker in a text, including 

Bible stories and the lives of the saints. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft 

GS1, GS3, 

IS2, IS5, 

IS8, DS4, 

DS5, DS7, 

DS9 

7.1 

6.LT.7 Literary Text 7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to 

listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including 

contrasting what they "see" and "hear" when reading the text to what they 

perceive when they listen or watch, including Bible stories and the lives of the 

saints, to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. 

Not Applicable GS1, IS2, 

IS3, IS7, 

IS10, DS1, 

DS8 

7.1 

 

6.LT.8 Literary Text 8. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and 

poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to 

similar themes and topics. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas 

GS1, GS3, 

IS2, IS3, 

IS4, IS7, 

IS10, DS1, 

DS6, DS8 

7.1 

6.IT.1 Informational 

Text 

1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as 

well as inferences drawn from the text.  

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

Key Ideas 

GS1, GS4, 

IS2, IS3, 

IS10, IS13, 

IS14, DS2 

7.1 

6.IT.2 

 

6.IT.2.A 

Informational 

Text 

2. Determine a central idea of a text, including Bible stories and the lives of 

the saints, and how it is conveyed through particular details. 

A. Provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or 

judgments. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas 

GS1, GS3, 

IS2, IS3, 

IS7, IS10, 

DS1, DS6, 

DS8 

7.1 

6.IT.3 

 

6.IT.3.A 

Informational 

Text 

3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, 

illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

     A.  Explain how the text reflects historical and/or cultural context.  

 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed  

Key Ideas, Implicit 

Meaning 

GS1, GS2, 

GS3, GS4, 

IS1, IS6, 

DS6,  

7.1, 7.2 
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6.IT.4 Informational 

Text 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Vocabulary 

Author’s Craft 

GS2, GS4, 

IS1, IS13, 

IS14, DS2 

7.1, 7.2 

6.IT.5 Informational 

Text 

5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into 

the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas 

to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft 

GS2, GS3, 

GS4, IS1, 

IS14, DS2 

7.1 

6.IT.6 Informational 

Text 

6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it 

is conveyed in the text. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft 

GS3, GS4, 

IS1, IS6, 

IS13, IS14, 

DS2 

7.1 

6.IT.7 Informational 

Text 

7. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, interpret information 

presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) to 

develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

Not Applicable GS1, IS2, 

IS3, IS7, 

IS10, DS1, 

DS8 

7.1 

6.IT.8 Informational 

Text 

8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 

distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims 

that are not. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

GS1, GS3, 

GS4, IS8, 

IS9, IS10, 

IS14 

7.1 

6.IT.9 Informational 

Text 

9. Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of 

another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas 

GS1, GS3, 

GS4, IS1, 

IS2, IS3, 

IS6, IS7, 

IS10, IS14, 

DS1, DS2, 

DS8 

7.1 

Writing 
In the pursuit of Truth, our writing standards empowers students to express their thoughts with clarity and purpose.  By mastering the craft of composition, 

students learn to articulate the movements of the mind and heart, using their rhetorical skills to bear witness to the Good, the True, and the Beautiful within the 

Catholic intellectual tradition. 

6.W.1 

 

6.W.1.A 

Writing 1. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, write arguments to 

support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

A. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

GS4, IS1, 

IS3 

7.1, 7.2 
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6.W.1.B 

 

6.W.1.C 

 

6.W.1.D 

6.W.1.E 

B. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using 

credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or 

text. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among 

claim(s) and reasons. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the 

argument presented. 

Planning & 

Organization, 

Sentence Structure, 

Appropriate 

Expression 

 

6.W.2 

 

 

6.W.2.A 

 

 

 

6.W.2.B 

 

6.W.2.C 

 

6.W.2.D 

 

6.W.2.E 

6.W.2.F 

Writing 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 

concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of 

relevant content. 

A. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using 

strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 

cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, 

tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples. 

C. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about 

or explain the topic. 

E. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the 

information or explanation presented. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

 Planning & 

Organization, 

Sentence Structure, 

Appropriate 

Expression 

GS4, IS1, 

IS3 

7.1, 7.2 

 

6.W.3 

 

 

6.W.3.A 

 

 

6.W.3.B 

 

6.W.3.C 

 

6.W.3.D 

 

6.W.3.E 

Writing 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 

sequences. 

A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing 

a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally and logically. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to 

develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey 

sequence and signal shifts from one time-frame or setting to another. 

D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and 

sensory language to convey experiences and events. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or 

events. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization, 

Sentence Structure, 

Appropriate 

Expression 

GS4, IS1, 

IS3 

7.1, 7.2 
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6.W.4 Writing 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 

expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above) 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization 

GS4, IS1, 

IS3 

7.1, 7.2 

 

6.W.5 Writing 5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command 

of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 6) 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization, 

Sentence Structure, 

Appropriate 

Expression 

IS2, IS3, 

WS3, 

7.1 

6.W.6 

 

Writing 6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as 

well as to interact and collaborate with others. 

Not Applicable GS4, IS1, 

IS3 

7.1, 7.2 

6.W.7 Writing 7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several 

sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization 

GS4, IS1, 

IS3 

7.1, 7.2 

6.W.8 

 

6.W.8.A 

6.W.8.B 

Writing 8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources. 

A. Assess the credibility of each source. 

B. Quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization 

GS4, WS1, 

WS2 

7.1 

6.W.9 

 

 

6.W.9.A 

 

 

6.W.9.B 

Writing 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts, including Bible stories 

and the lives of the saints, to support analysis, reflection, and research, 

recognizing the beauty and goodness. 

A. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature. (e.g., "Compare and 

contrast texts in different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; 

historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their approaches to 

similar themes and topics") 

B. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction. (e.g., "Trace 

and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing 

claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are 

not") 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

Implicit Meaning 

 

Implicit Meaning 

GS4, WS2, 

WS3, DS2, 

DS6,  

7.1 

6.W.10 Writing 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 

range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization, 

Sentence Structure 

GS4, WS1, 

WS2 

7.1 
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Speaking and Listening 
Rooted in the belief that truth is discovered through encounter, our speaking and listening curriculum emphasizes the importance of active engagement. Students 

develop the skills to weigh complex ideas thoughtfully and respond with grace, honoring the dignity of others through intentional, clear, and faith-informed 

communication. 

6.SL.1 

 

 

6.SL.1.A 

 

 

6.SL.1.B 

 

6.SL.1.C 

 

6.SL.1.D 

Speaking & 

Listening 

1. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, engage effectively in a 

range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 

clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required 

material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 

on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under 

discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, 

and define individual roles as needed.  

C. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by 

making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 

D. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of 

multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing. 

Not Applicable GS4, WS2, 

DS2, DS3,  

7.1 

6.SL.2 Speaking & 

Listening 

2.  Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue 

under study. 

Not Applicable IS11, WS2, 

DS3,  

7.1 

6.SL.3 Speaking & 

Listening 

3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims 

that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Implicit Meaning 

GS1, GS4, 

IS1 

7.1, 7.2 

6.SL.4 

 

 

6.SL.4.A 

Speaking & 

Listening 

4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent 

descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes. 

A. Use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 

pronunciation. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization 

Not Applicable 

IS11, WS2, 

DS3,  

7.1 

6.SL.5 Speaking & 

Listening 

5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and 

visual displays in presentations to clarify information recognizing the beauty 

and goodness. 

Not Applicable GS4, WS1, 

WS2 

7.1 

6.SL.6 Speaking & 

Listening 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, such as conducting 

interviews and participating in public performances, demonstrating command 

of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 6 Language 

standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations) 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Appropriate 

Expression 

IS2, IS3 

7.1 

Language 
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These standards establish high expectations for language usage, fostering the precision, clarity, and grammatical mastery necessary for effective communication.  

By cultivating these essential skills, students learn to articulate the Truth with integrity, reflecting the order and beauty inherent in our Catholic intellectual 

tradition. 

6.L.1 

 

 

6.L.1.A 

6.L.1.B 

6.L.1.C 

 

 

6.L.1.D 

 

6.L.1.E 

 

6.L.1.F 

Language 1. Drawing upon scripture and other religious writings, demonstrate command 

of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

A. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, 

possessive). 

B. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 

C. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and 

person. 

D. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or 

ambiguous antecedents). 

E. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others’ 

writing and speaking. 

F. Identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional 

language 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Usage & Grammar, 

Sentence Structure 

IS2, IS3, 

WS3,  

7.1 

6.L.2 

 

6.L.2.A 

 

6.L.2.B 

Language 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off 

nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements. 

B. Spell correctly. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Usage & Grammar, 

Sentence Structure 

IS2, IS3, 

WS3,  

7.1 

6.L.3 

 

6.L.3.A 

6.L.3.B 

Language 3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

A. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. 

B. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Appropriate 

Expression 

Sentence Structure 

IS2, IS3 

7.1 

6.L.4 

 

 

6.L.4.A 

 

6.L.4.B 

 

6.L.4.C 

 

 

6.L.4.D 

Language 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 

and phrases, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a 

word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 

word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as 

clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), 

both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine 

or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Vocabulary 

GS1, GS4, 

IS1, DS3,  

7.1, 7.2 



6th Grade                                                                                                                                                                                                          Coding Standards: Grade Level Number. Category Abbreviation. Standard Number. Underlying Standard Capital Letter.  Exemplar: K.OA.1.A  
Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, June  2026 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 

phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 

6.L.5 

 

6.L.5.A 

6.L.5.B 

 

6.L.5.C 

Language 5. Drawing upon scripture and other religious writings, demonstrate 

understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 

B. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, 

part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words. 

C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with 

similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, 

unwasteful, thrifty). 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft 

GS1, IS2, 

IS3, IS10, 

IS12, DS7, 

DS8 

7.1 

6.L.6 

 

6.L.6.A 

Language 6., Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases. 

A. Gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Vocabulary 

Appropriate 

Expression 

GS1, GS4, 

IS1 

7.1, 7.2 

 

 


