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English Language Arts Diocesan Learning Standards 

The English Language Arts Learning Standards serves as the bridge between the development of the intellect and the formation of the soul.  It is 

through the mastery of language, the "Word", that students learn to perceive truth, articulate their experiences, and enter into meaningful dialogue 

with the world. 

We recognize that the human story reflects the Divine story.  Our curriculum prioritizes: 

• Literary Merit: Engaging with diverse texts that explore the complexities of the human condition, moral choice, and the search for meaning. 

• The Pursuit of Truth: Analyzing literature not just for technical skill, but to develop a "moral imagination" that can distinguish between what 

is fleeting and what is eternal. 

Language is a gift to be used for the common good.  We challenge students to achieve excellence in: 

• Expressive Writing: Moving beyond basic mechanics to craft prose that is persuasive, beautiful, and grounded in integrity. 

• Critical Listening and Speech: Fostering the ability to engage in civil discourse, honoring the dignity of the speaker while evaluating the logic 

of the argument. 

In an age of information saturation, our standards emphasize the discipline of discernment. 

• Textual Analysis: Utilizing evidence-based reading strategies to unpack complex themes and authorial intent. 

• Media Literacy: Equipping students to navigate contemporary media through the lens of faith, questioning the values and messages presented 

in the digital landscape. 
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THIRD GRADE 

ELA Standard Categories: 

• Reading Foundations (RF) 

• Literary Text (LT) 

• Informational Text (IT) 

• Writing (W) 

• Language (L) 

• Speaking and Listening (SL) 

Literature Types: 

• Saint Stories 

• Stories (adventure, folktales, legends, fables, fantasy, realistic 

fiction, myth) 

• Dramas (staged dialogue) 

• Poetry (nursery rhymes, limerick, free verse poem) 

Informational Text Types: 

• Bible 

• Biographies, Autobiographies 

• Books about history, social studies, science and the arts 

• Technical Text (directions, forms, graphs, charts, maps) 

• Digital Sources 

Scripture 

• For the Lord gives wisdom, from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. (Proverbs 2:6) 

• Day unto day pours forth speech; night into night whispers knowledge. There is no speech, no words; their voice not heard. (Psalms 19:3-4) 

• This is why you must now acknowledge, and fix in your heart, that the Lord is God in the heavens above and on earth below, and that there is 

no other. (Deuteronomy 4:39) 

• Either declare the tree good and its fruit good, or declare the tree rotten and its fruit rotten, for a tree is known by its fruit. (Matthew 12:33) 

• Not only that, but we even boast of our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, and endurance, proven character, and proven 

character, hope, and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 

been given to us. (Romans 5:3-5) 

• Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light for my path. (Psalm 119:105) 

• This was according to the eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness of speech and confidence 

of access through faith in him. (Ephesians 3:11-12) 

• Think of what is above, not of what is on Earth. (Colossians 3:2) 

• Then the angel showed me the river of life-giving water, sparkling like crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the 

middle of its street. On either side of the river grew the tree of life that produces fruit twelve times a year, once each month; the leaves of the 

trees serve as medicine for the nations. (Revelation 22:1-2) 

• And they said, believe in the Lord Jesus and you and your household will be saved. (Acts 16:31) 

• They shall teach my people to distinguish between sacred and profane and make known to them the difference between clean and unclean. 

(Ezekiel 44:23) 

• Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. (Matthew 7:24)  

• And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the world as a witness to all nations. (Matthew 24:14)  

• Trust in the Lord with all your heart. (Proverbs 3:5) 

• …and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8) 
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• Teach me wisdom and knowledge, for in your commandments I trust. (Psalm 119:66) 

• I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:6) 

• But if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and he will be given it. (James 1:5) 

• The revelation of your words sheds light, gives understanding to the simple. (Psalms 119:130) 

• God is with you in everything you do. (Genesis 21:22) 

• Happy the one who finds wisdom, the one who gains understanding! (Proverbs 3:13) 

• Thus faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes thru the word of Christ. (Romans 10:17) 

• Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. (Matthew 7:7) 

• Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me. Then the God of peace will be with you. (Philippians 4:9) 

• One night in a vision the Lord said to Paul, “Do not be afraid. Go on speaking, and do not be silent.” (Acts 18:9) 

• My mouth is filled with your praise, shall sing your glory every day. (Psalms 71:8) 

• By faith we understand that the universe was ordered by the word of God. (Hebrews 11:3b) 

• We know that all things work for good for those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. (Romans 8:28) 

• Be eager to present yourself as acceptable to God, a workman who causes no disgrace, imparting the word of truth without deviation. (2 

Timothy 2:15) 

• Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. (Colossians 3:16) 

• By wisdom a house is built, by understanding it is established; and by knowledge its rooms are filled with every precious and pleasing 

possession. The wise are more powerful than the strong, and the learned, than the mighty. (Proverbs 24:3-5) 

• You shall love the Lord your God, with all your whole heart, and with all your whole being, and with all your whole strength. (Deuteronomy 

6:5) 

 

Parables 

• New Cloth on an Old Coat (Matthew 9:16) 

• Lamp on a Stand (Mark 4:21-22) 

• Mustard Seed (Matthew 13:31-32) 

• Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) 

• The Lost Sheep (Luke 15:4-7) 
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Saints 

Feast Day Saint 

January 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

January 24 St. Francis de Sales 

January 31 St. John Bosco 

February 1 St. Brigid of Kildare 

February 14 St. Cyril & St. Methodius (typically celebrated together) 

March 3 St. Katherine Drexel 

April 16 St. Bernadette 

May 6 St. Dominic Savio 

May 10 St. Damien of Molokai 

May 20 St. Bernadine of Siena 

June 7 St. Gotteschalk 

June 13 St. Anthony of Padua 

June 29 St. Paul the Apostle (St. Paul) 

July 11 St. Benedict of Nursia (St. Benedict) 

August 4 St. John Vianney 

August 8 St. Dominic 

September 5 St. Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa) 

September 13 St. John Chrysostom 

September 29 St. Gabriel the Archangel 

September 30 St. Jerome 

October 1 St. Therese of Lisieux 

October 15 St. Teresa of Avila 

October 18 St. Luke the Evangelist 

December 14 St. John of the Cross 

December 27 St. John the Apostle (St. John the Evangelist) 

 



 

CODE CATEGORY STANDARD iREADY 

ASSESSMENT 

Newman 

and Lumen 

Standards 

Reading Foundations 

These standards are articulated through an integrated curriculum that incorporates Scripture, Saints and their lives, liturgical readings, and devotional traditions 

alongside foundational literary texts 

3.RF.1 

 

3.RF.1.A 

 

3.RF.1.B 

3.RF.1.C 

3.RF.1.D 

Reading 

Foundations 

1. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 

decoding words.  

A. Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and 

derivational suffixes. 

B. Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 

C. Decode multisyllable words. 

D. Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Vocabulary 

IS2, IS3, 

DS2 

7.1 

 

3.RF.2 

3.RF.2.A 

3.RF.2.B 

 

3.RF.2.C 

Reading 

Foundations 

2. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  

A. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

B. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate 

rate, and expression on successive readings. 

C. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, re-reading as necessary. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

Vocabulary 

IS2, IS3, 

DS2 

7.1 

 

3.RF.3 Reading 

Foundations 

3. By the end of the year, read and comprehend texts at the high end of the 

grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas, Explicit 

Meaning 

IS2, IS3, 

DS2 

7.1 

 

Literary Text/ Informational Text 

Students will analyze both literary and informational texts through a lens of faith, drawing upon the diverse traditions of Catholic thought to deepen their 

understanding of both narrative artistry and factual inquiry. 

3.LT.1 

 

 

3.LT.1.A 

Literary Text 1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

A. Draw conclusions and support with text evidence. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas 

Explicit Information 

GS1, GS4, 

IS2, IS3, 

IS10, IS14, 

DS2 

7.1 

3.LT.2 

 

3.LT.2.A 

Literary Text 2. Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse 

cultures. 

A. Determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it 

is conveyed through key details in the text. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas 

Implicit Meaning 

GS1, IS2, 

IS3, IS10, 

DS7 

7.1 

3.LT.3 

 

Literary Text 3. Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) 

and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

GS1, IS2, 

IS3, IS7, 
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3.LT.3.A 

 

3.LT.3.B 

A. Describe the interaction of characters, including relationships and 

how they change. 

B. Explain cause-and-effect relationships. 

Implicit Meaning 

 

IS10, DS1, 

DS8 

7.1 

3.LT.4 

 

 

 

3.LT.4.A 

Literary Text 4. To develop a Catholic worldview and social sense, determine the 

meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including Bible 

stories and the lives of the saints, distinguishing literal from nonliteral 

language. 

A. Determine the meaning of the author’s use of similes and metaphors 

to produce imagery. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft, 

Vocabulary 

 

GS1, IS2, 

IS5, DS5, 

DS7, DS9 

7.1 

3.LT.5 Literary Text 5. Seeking Truth, Beauty, and Goodness, refer to parts of stories, dramas, 

poems, when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, 

scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier 

sections. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft 

 

GS1, IS5, 

DS7, DS9 

7.1 

3.LT.6 Literary Text 6. Distinguish their own point of view (perspective) from that of the 

narrator or those of the characters to develop a Catholic worldview and 

social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft 

 

GS1, IS2, 

IS3, IS10, 

IS12, DS7, 

DS8 

7.1 

3.LT.7 Literary Text 7. Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is 

conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a 

character or setting) plot to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

 

GS1, IS2, 

IS3, IS10, 

IS12, DS7, 

DS8 

7.1 

3.LT.8 

 

 

3.LT.8.A 

 

3.LT.8.B 

3.LT.8.C 

Literary Text 8. Seeking Truth, Beauty, and Goodness, compare and contrast the themes, 

settings, and plots of stories to explain relevant connections to develop a 

Catholic worldview and social sense. 

A. Texts written by the same author about the same or similar 

characters (e.g., in books from a series). 

B. Ideas and information in various fiction and nonfiction works (text 

to text). 

C. Experiences in the world (text to world). 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Implicit Meaning 

IS9, IS10, 

IS14, DS2 

7.1 

 

3.IT.1 Informational 

Text 

1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers to develop a 

Catholic worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

 

GS1, GS4, 

IS9, IS10, 

IS14 

7.1 

3.IT.2 Informational 

Text 

2. Seeking Truth, Beauty, and Goodness, determine the main idea of a text; 

recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Implicit Meaning 

GS1, GS4, 

IS1 

7.1, 7.2 
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3.IT.3 Informational 

Text 

3. Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific 

ideas or concepts, including Bible stories and the lives of the saints, or steps 

in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, 

sequence, and cause/effect to develop a Catholic worldview and social 

sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas 

 

GS1, IS11, 

IS14, DS2 

7.1 

3.IT.4 Informational 

Text 

4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words 

and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area, including 

Bible stories and the lives of the saints. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Vocabulary 

GS1, GS4, 

IS1 

7.1, 7.2 

3.IT.5 Informational 

Text 

5. Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) 

to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently recognizing the 

beauty and goodness. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

WS1, WS3, 

DS2 

7.1, 7.2 

3.IT.6 Informational 

Text 

6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text. 8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Author’s Craft 

GS4, IS1, 

IS14, DS2 

7.1 

3.IT.7 Informational 

Text 

7. Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and 

the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, 

when, why, and how key events occur) to develop a Catholic worldview 

and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas 

GS4, IS1, 

IS14, DS2 

7.1 

3.IT.8 Informational 

Text 

8. Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and 

paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a 

sequence) to develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Implicit Meaning 

GS4, IS2, 

IS3, WS2, 

DS7 

7.1 

3.IT.9 Informational 

Text 

9. Compare and contrast the most important points and key details 

presented in two texts on the same topic to develop a Catholic worldview 

and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

IS14, DS2 

7.1 

Writing 

In the pursuit of Truth, our writing standards empowers students to express their thoughts with clarity and purpose.  By mastering the craft of composition, 

students learn to articulate the movements of the mind and heart, using their rhetorical skills to bear witness to the Good, the True, and the Beautiful within the 

Catholic intellectual tradition. 

3.W.1 

 

3.W.1.A 

 

3.W.1.B 

3.W.1.C 

 

3.W.1.D 

Writing 1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 

reasons, including Bible stories and the lives of the saints. 

A. Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, 

and create an organizational structure that lists reasons. 

B. Provide reasons that support the opinion. 

C. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for 

example) to connect opinion and reasons. 

D. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization, Sentence 

Structure 

 

GS4, IS1, 

IS3 

7.1, 7.2 
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3.W.2 

 

3.W.2.A 

 

3.W.2.B 

3.W.2.C 

 

3.W.2.D 

Writing 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas 

and information clearly. 

A. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include 

illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 

C. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) 

to connect ideas within categories of information. 

D. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization, Sentence 

Structure 

GS4, IS1, 

IS3 

7.1, 7.2 

 

3.W.3 

 

3.W.3.A 

 

3.W.3.B 

 

3.W.3.C 

3.W.3.D 

Writing 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

A. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; 

organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

B. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to 

develop experiences and events or show the response of characters 

to situations. 

C. Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 

D. Provide a sense of closure. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization, Sentence 

Structure 

GS4, IS2, 

IS3, WS2, 

DS7 

7.1 

3.W.4 

 

 

3.W.4.A 

Writing 4. Seeking and revealing the Truth, with guidance and support from adults, 

produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate 

to task and purpose.  

A. Use a simple pre-writing strategy when given the purpose and 

intended audience. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization 

 

 

GS4, WS2, 

DS2 

7.1 

3.W.5 Writing 5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for 

conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3) 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Usage & Grammar 

GS4, WS2, 

WS3, DS2 

7.1 

3.W.6 

 

 

3.W.6.A 

Writing 6. With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and 

publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and 

collaborate with others. 

A. Explain how various design techniques used in media influence the 

message. 

Not Applicable 

 

GS4, IS1, 

IS3 

7.1, 7.2 

3.W.7 Writing 7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic to 

develop a Catholic worldview and social sense. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & Organization 

GS4, IS1, 

IS3 

7.1, 7.2 

3.W.8 

 

 

 

3.W.8.A 

Writing 8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from print 

and digital sources; including Bible stories and the lives of the saints, take 

brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories to develop 

a Catholic worldview and social sense. 

A. Present information in a report or annotated display. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization 

 

IS14 

7.1 
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3.W.9 Writing 9. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 

range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences recognizing the 

beauty and goodness. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Planning & 

Organization, Sentence 

Structure, Word Choice, 

Usage & Grammar 

GS4, WS1, 

WS2 

7.1 

Speaking and Listening 

Rooted in the belief that truth is discovered through encounter, our speaking and listening curriculum emphasizes the importance of active engagement. Students 

develop the skills to weigh complex ideas thoughtfully and respond with grace, honoring the dignity of others through intentional, clear, and faith-informed 

communication. 

3.SL.1 

 

 

 

3.SL.1.A 

 

 

3.SL.1.B 

 

 

3.SL.1.C 

 

3.SL.1.D 

Speaking & 

Listening 

1. With hearts and minds open to the voice of Christ, engage effectively in 

a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-

led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ 

ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required 

material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information 

known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in 

respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time 

about the topics and texts under discussion). 

C. Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay 

on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others. 

D. Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

Not Applicable GS4, WS2, 

DS2 

7.1 

3.SL.2 Speaking & 

Listening 

2. Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or 

information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 

quantitatively, and orally recognizing the beauty and goodness. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Implicit Meaning 

IS2, IS3 

7.1 

3.SL.3 Speaking & 

Listening 

3. Seeking and revealing the Truth, ask and answer questions about 

information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Explicit Meaning 

WS1 

7.1 

3.SL.4 

 

 

3.SL.4.A 

3.SL.4.B 

3.SL.4.C 

Speaking & 

Listening 

4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with 

appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an 

understandable pace. 

A. Presents information with clear ideas and details. 

B. Uses academic language and conventions. 

C. Uses appropriate technology to support information. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Key Ideas 

IS11, WS2 

7.1 

3.SL.5 Speaking & 

Listening 

5. Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems that demonstrate 

fluid reading at an understandable pace; add visual displays when 

appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts or details. 

Not Applicable GS4, WS1, 

WS2 

7.1 
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3.SL.6 Speaking & 

Listening 

6. Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation, such 

as when performing dramatic readings or presentations, in order to provide 

requested detail or clarification. (See Language standards 1 and 3 for 

specific expectations) 

Not Applicable GS4, WS1, 

WS2 

7.1 

Language 

These standards establish high expectations for language usage, fostering the precision, clarity, and grammatical mastery necessary for effective communication.  

By cultivating these essential skills, students learn to articulate the Truth with integrity, reflecting the order and beauty inherent in our Catholic intellectual 

tradition. 

3.L.1 

 

3.L.1.A 

 

3.L.1.B 

3.L.1.C 

3.L.1.D 

3.L.1.E 

3.L.1.F 

3.L.1.G 

3.L.1.H 

 

3.L.1.I 

3.L.1.J 

Language 1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and 

adverbs in general and their functions in particular sentences. 

B. Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 

C. Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 

D. Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 

E. Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb 

tenses. 

F. Use 1st-, 2nd- and 3rd person pronouns and their antecedents. 

G. Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement. 

H. Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs 

and choose between them depending on what is to be modified. 

I. Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 

J. Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Usage & Grammar, 

Sentence Structure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IS2, IS3 

7.1 

3.L.2 

 

3.L.2.A 

3.L.2.B 

3.L.2.C 

3.L.2.D 

3.L.2.E 

 

3.L.2.F 

 

 

3.L.2.G 

Language 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Capitalize appropriate words in titles, names, and places. 

B. Use commas in addresses. 

C. Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 

D. Form and use possessives. 

E. Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied 

words and for adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, 

cries, happiness). 

F. Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, 

position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful 

word parts) in writing words. 

G. Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as 

needed to check and correct spellings. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Usage & Grammar, 

Sentence Structure 

IS2, IS3 

7.1 

3.L.3. 

 

Language 3. Mindful of the Truth and its beauty, use knowledge of language and its 

conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

IS2, IS3 

7.1 
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3.L.3.A 

3.L.3.B 

 

3.L.3.C 

A. Choose words and phrases for effect. 

B. Recognize and observe differences between the conventions of 

spoken and written standard English. 

C. Write legibly. 

Appropriate Expression 

3.L.4 

 

 

3.L.4.A 

 

3.L.4.B 

 

3.L.4.C 

 

3.L.4.D 

Language 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly 

from a range of strategies. 

A. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 

B. Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known 

affix is added to a known word. (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, 

comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat) 

C. Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown 

word with the same root (e.g., company, companion) 

D. Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to 

determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Usage & Grammar 

 

IS2, IS3 

7.1 

3.L.5 

 

3.L.5.A 

 

3.L.5.B 

 

3.L.5.C 

Language 5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

A. Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases 

in context (e.g., take steps). 

B. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., 

describe people who are friendly or helpful). 

C. Distinguish shades of meaning among related words that describe 

states of mind or degrees of certainty (e.g., knew, believed, 

suspected, heard, wondered). 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Appropriate Expression 

 

IS2, IS3 

7.1 

3.L.6 Language 6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general 

academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that 

signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we 

went looking for them). 

8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 9.1 

Assessed 

Appropriate Expression 

 

GS1, GS4 

7.1 

 


