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Social Studies Diocesan Learning Standards 

Social Studies in the Catholic school is the systematic study of human relationships, historical experience, and global stewardship illuminated by the 

light of the Gospel. Grounded in the truth that every human person is created in the image and likeness of God (Imago Dei), our curriculum forms 

students to evaluate society through the lens of faith, reason, and moral responsibility. Through the integrated disciplines of Social Studies, students 

learn to see human culture and history not merely as static facts, but as the unfolding story of God's creation and redemptive grace. 

Core Disciplinary Categories 

History (H) 

Approached as the narrative of human experience, history is studied with intellectual rigor, honesty, and moral clarity. Students engage primary 

sources and examine the accomplishments, struggles, and fallen nature of humanity across time, recognizing the profound impact of the Church in 

shaping culture and learning to discern God’s presence throughout human events. 

Geography (G) 

Grounded in the stewardship of creation (Laudato Si'), geography explores the spatial relationships between land, culture, and resources. Students 

examine how physical environments shape human communities and cultivate a deep sense of responsibility for preserving the Earth as our common 

home. 

 

Economics (E) 

Evaluated through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching, economics studies how societies manage resources to satisfy human needs. The curriculum 

emphasizes the dignity of work, the moral dimensions of financial decisions, economic justice, and a preferential option for the poor and vulnerable 

over unbridled materialism. 

 

Civics & Government (CG) 

Rooted in the concept of Faithful Citizenship, civics prepares students to participate actively, ethically, and responsibly in civic life. Students study 

governmental structures, rights, and responsibilities, learning to apply principles of solidarity, subsidiarity, and the protection of human dignity to 

advance the common good. 

Behavioral Sciences (BS) 

Drawing from psychology, sociology, and anthropology, the study of human behavior explores how individuals, families, and cultures interact. 

Students analyze human relationships through the truth of the Imago Dei, fostering empathy, moral reasoning, and a deep respect for the sacred 

dignity of every individual across diverse human societies. 
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THIRD GRADE 

Standard Categories: 

• History (H) 

• Geography (G) 

• Economics (E) 

• Civics & Government (CG) 

• Behavioral Sciences (BS) 

K-12 Inquiry Skills: 

• Construct compelling questions 

• Construct supporting questions 

• Gather and evaluate sources 

• Develop claims and use evidence 

• Communicate and critique conclusions 

• Take informed action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 



CODE CATEGORY STANDARD Newman and 

Lumen 

Standards 

Civics and Government 

Rooted in Catholic Social Teaching and the pursuit of the common good, the Civics and Government curriculum prepares K–8 students to 

become ethical, faithful citizens. Students learn that governance and laws exist to protect human dignity, foster justice, and serve the 

community. 

Primary students (K–2) explore rules, authority, and responsibility within their families, classrooms, and parishes. Elementary grades (3–5) 

examine local, state, and national government structures, fundamental rights, and the duties of citizenship. Middle school students (6–8) 

study the U.S. Constitution, the three branches of government, the democratic process, and the principles of solidarity and subsidiarity. 
Through this continuum, students learn to participate charitably and responsibly in civic life, advocating for a just and peaceful society. 

 Scripture: 

 

 

Examples: 

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ. (Philippians 3:20) 

 

Activities: Recognize problems within the school, Church, and community and 

                respond as a good Catholic to participate in problem solving. 

                Study and follow the Virtues 

Saints: Saint Thomas More, Patron Saint of Political Leaders; Martin de Porres, The 

            Patron Saint of Charity and Justice, St. John Henry Newman, St. Thomas 

            Becket, St. Lawrence, St. Joan of Arc – symbol of patriotic unity 

 

3.CG.1 

 

 

3.CG.1.A 

Civics & 

Government 

1. Discuss and explain responsibilities of citizens including respect for the rights of 

others, paying taxes, voting, working for social justice, volunteering, stewardship 

parallel to the responsibilities of being a good Catholic. 

A. Examine how individual rights are protected within our state.   

GS1, GS3, IS1, 

IS3, IS7, IS8, 

DS5, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

3.CG.2 

 

3.CG.2.A 

 

3.CG.2.B 

3.CG.2.C 

Civics & 

Government 

2. Understanding citizenship and our role in the Church, describe how people in the 

community and state work together to achieve common goals. 

A. Explain how governments balance individual rights with common good to solve 

problems in the local community and state. 

B. Take part in a constructive process or method for resolving conflicts.  

C. Analyze peaceful resolution of disputes by courts or other legitimate authorities, 

such as parents, teachers, principals, etc. 

GS1, GS3, IS1, 

IS3, IS7, IS8, 

DS3, DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

3.CG.3 

 

 

3.CG.3.A 

Civics & 

Government 

3. Understanding the teachings of the Catholic Church, identify reasons why cities make 

laws and ordinances. 

A. Explain and give examples of how laws and rules are made and changed within 

a community. 

GS1, GS3, IS1, 

IS3, IS7, IS8, 

DS5, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

3.CG.4 

3.CG.4.A 

Civics & 

Government 

4. Introduce the Declaration of Independence. 

A. State the main purposes of the Declaration of Independence. 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 
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3.CG.5 

3.CG.5.A 

Civics & 

Government 

5. Introduce the Missouri constitution and its Bill of Rights.  

A. State the major purposes of the Missouri Constitution. 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

3.CG.6 Civics & 

Government 

6. Explain how the National Anthem symbolizes our nation.  7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

3.CG.7 Civics & 

Government 

7. Introduce and define the functions of the three branches of government. 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

History 

Rooted in the understanding that history reflects the unfolding of God’s redemptive plan across time, the K–8 History curriculum forms 

students to evaluate human events with intellectual rigor, moral clarity, and charity. Students study the achievements, struggles, and fallen 

nature of humanity, recognizing the dignity of every person and the profound role of the Church in shaping culture. 
By discovering the connections between past and present, students learn to discern truth, exercise historical empathy, and appreciate their shared 

responsibility in building a virtuous future. 

 Scripture: 

 

 

Examples: 

He causes the changes of the times and seasons, establishes kings and deposes them. He 

gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who understand. (Daniel 2:21) 

 

Scripture: The Ten Commandments, The Sacraments 

Catholic Holidays and Traditions: Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, Ascension of 

                                                     Jesus, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, All 

                                                     Saints’ Day, Lent, Advent, Lent, Sign of the Cross, 

                                                     Prayers, Religious artifacts 

Saints: Saint Bede the Venerable- Patron Saint of Catholic Scholars, St. Lawrence – 

            Patron Saint of Archivists, Librarians, and keeper of records, St. Helen of 

            Constantinople – Patron Saint of Archaeologists, St. Luke the Evangelist – 

            historian of the early Church 

 

3.H.1 History 1. Define migration and immigration. 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

3.H.2 

 

3.H.2.A 

History 2. Recognizing Jesus in people, introduce Westward Expansion (e.g., Lewis and Clark, 

Sacagawea, pioneers). 

A. Evaluate the impact of westward expansion on Native Americans. 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS2, IS6, IS7, 

DS1 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

3.H.3 History 3. Searching for Jesus in events that formed our world, describe the importance of the 

Louisiana Purchase and the expeditions of Lewis and Clark. 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS2, IS3, IS5, 

IS6, IS7, IS9, 

DS1, DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

3.H.4 

3.H.4.A 

3.H.4.B 

History 4. Introduce the role of the Civil War as a catalyst for change. 

A. Discuss the causes and consequences of the Dred Scott decision on the nation. 

B. Describe the consequences of the Civil War, including on education, 

transportation, and communication.  

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS5, IS6, IS7, 

IS10, IS12, DS1 
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7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

3.H.5 History 5. Recognizing Jesus in people, describe the contributions of people who have 

influenced and shaped the modern world (i.e. Martin Luther King, Jr., Susan B. 

Anthony, Mother Theresa, and Mahatma Ghandi). 

 

 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS3, IS5, IS6, 

IS7, IS8, IS9, 

IS11, IS12, DS1, 

DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

3.H.6 

3.H.6.A 

3.H.6.B 

 

3.H.6.C 

History 6. While studying historical events and finding Jesus in these events, students will: 

A. Compare and contrast events that happened at the same time. 

B. Compare and contrast conflicting historical perspectives about a past event or 

issue. 

C. Develop a claim about the past based on cited evidence. 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS2, IS3, IS6, 

IS7, IS9, IS10, 

IS12, DS1, DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

3.H.7 History 7. With guidance and support, select and analyze primary and secondary social studies’ 

sources to determine importance. Understand the lives of the Saints and their 

contributions to the Catholic Church and our faith. 

GS1, GS2, IS1, 

IS3, IS6, IS8, IS9, 

IS11, DS1, DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

3.H.8 

 

3.H.8.A 

 8. Incorporating the history in our Catholic Church, create and use artifacts to share 

information on social studies’ topics. 

A. Use visual tools and informational texts to interpret, draw conclusions, make 

predictions, and communicate information and ideas.  

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS3, IS4, IS6, 

IS9, DS1, DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

3.H.9 

3.H.9.A 

History 9. With Christ in our hearts, identify facts and opinions in social studies topics. 

A. Identify point of view in social studies topics. 

GS2, IS1 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

3.H.10 

 

3.H.10.A 

History 10. Use steps in a process to investigate a social studies question.  

A. Present research to an audience using appropriate sources. 

GS3, IS1, IS3, 

IS4, IS12, DS5 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

Economics 

Evaluated through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching, the K–8 Economics curriculum teaches students how individuals and societies 

manage resources to meet human needs. Students learn that economic decisions carry a moral responsibility—placing the dignity of the 

human person, the sanctity of work, and care for the vulnerable above mere material gain. 
Through this continuum, students develop practical stewardship skills, an understanding of ethical consumerism, and a commitment to using economic 

life in service of the common good. 
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 Scripture: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples: 

People and priests shall fare alike: servant and master, Maid and mistress, buyer and 

seller, Lender and borrower, creditor and debtor. (Isaiah 24:2) 

 

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which a person finds and 

hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. (Matthew 

13:44) 

 

Saints: Saint Matthew the Apostle- Patron Saint of Financial Matters, St. Bernardino 

            of Siena – systemizer of scholastic economics, St. Michael the Archangel – 

            Patron Saint of Bankers 

 

3.E.1 

3.E.1.A 

3.E.1.B 

3.E.1.C 

Economics 1. Being a good steward define natural, capital and human resources. 

A. Define economy. 

B. Explain supply and demand. 

C. Conduct a personal cost-benefit analysis. 

IS1, IS7, DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

3.E.2 

 

3.E.2.A 

Economics 2. Recognizing Catholic beliefs, identify how people use natural resources, human 

resources, and physical capital to produce goods and services. 

A. Use historical examples to describe how scarcity requires a person to make 

choices. 

GS3, IS1, IS7, 

DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

Geography 

Grounded in the Christian duty of stewardship (Laudato Si'), the K–8 Geography curriculum teaches students to explore the spatial 

relationships between land, climate, culture, and human society. Students learn to view the Earth as God’s sacred creation, fostering a sense 

of wonder, environmental responsibility, and appreciation for the diversity of human cultures. 

Through this learning path, students develop geographic reasoning and a spirit of global solidarity, recognizing that all human beings share 

a common home and a collective responsibility to care for it. 

 Scripture: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples: 

The Lord God then took the man and settled him in the garden of Eden, to cultivate and 

care for it. (Genesis 2:15) 

 

But to you I have said: You shall take possession of their land. I am giving it to you to 

possess, a land flowing with milk and honey. I, the Lord, am your God, who have set 

you apart from other people. (Leviticus 20:24) 

 

Saints: St. Albert the Great – Patron Saint of Natural Sciences, including Geography, 

            St. Francis of Assisi – Patron Saint of Ecologists 

 

3.G.1 

3.G.1.A 

3.G.1.B 

3.G.1.C 

Geography 1. Construct maps using symbols to represent human and physical features. 

A. Locate the regions of the United States. 

B. Name the states of each region of the United States. 

C. Locate physical and human features on a map, globe, illustrations or images. 

• Physical: (i.e., ocean, continent, river, lake, mountain range, valley, volcano),  

GS1, IS3, DS3, 

DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 
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• Human: (i. e., equator, North and Southern Hemispheres, North and South 

Poles) 

3.G.2 

 

3.G.2.A 

Geography 2. Describe and use absolute location on political and physical maps using the following 

elements: alpha-numeric grids, title, compass rose, symbols, legend, scale. 

A. Construct a map of a familiar place ( e.g., home, neighborhood, your church, 

Biblical or fictional place) that includes a title, compass rose, symbols, and 

legend. 

GS1, IS3, DS3, 

DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

3.G.3 

 

3.G.3.A 

Geography 3. Applying Catholic social teaching, describe major factors that impact human 

populations. 

A. Describe how changes in communication and transportation technologies affect 

people’s lives.  

GS1, IS3, IS12, 

DS3, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

Behavioral Sciences 

Grounded in the foundational truth that every person is created in the image and likeness of God (Imago Dei), the K–8 Behavioral Sciences 

curriculum introduces students to the study of human behavior, culture, and social relationships. Drawing from elementary concepts of 

psychology, sociology, and anthropology, students learn to understand themselves and others within the context of family, Church, and 

community. 

3.BS.1 Behavioral 

Sciences 

1. Being respectful and understanding that everyone is a child of God, identify how 

various cultures exchange different, values, beliefs, and experiences. 

GS3, IS1, IS7, 

IS8, IS11, DS1, 

DS2, DS3 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

3.BS.2 Behavioral 

Sciences 

2. Explain the impact of missionaries on the growth of our nation (schools, hospitals, 

orphanages). 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS7, IS8, 

IS11, IS12 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 

3.BS.3 Behavioral 

Sciences 

3. With Christ in our hearts, describe the effects, opportunities, and conflicts that 

happened when people from different social groups came into contact with each other. 

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS3, IS7, IS8, 

IS9, IS10, IS11, 

DS1, DS2, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

3.BS.4 Behavioral 

Sciences 

4. With the Holy Spirit guiding our actions towards others, compare and contrast the 

treatment of a variety of demographic groups in the past and present.  

GS1, GS2, GS3, 

IS1, IS3, IS7, IS8, 

IS9, IS10, IS11, 

DS1, DS2, DS6 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

7.4 

 


