
Religion Diocesan Learning Standards 
The Catholic Schools of the Diocese exist to participate in the teaching mission of Jesus Christ and His Church. Our K-12 Religion Curriculum 
provides a coherent, sequential, and comprehensive formation designed to nurture the intellect, transform the heart, and cultivate a lifelong 
commitment to living out the Gospel. Anchored in the National Directory for Catechesis and the Catechism of the Catholic Church, this curriculum 
prepares students not only to know their faith, but to live it authentically in service to God and neighbor. 

Core Pillars of Formation 

●​ Knowledge of Faith (KF): Guiding students to understand the mystery of God, Salvation History, Sacred Scripture, and Sacred Tradition so 
they can articulate the Catholic faith with clarity and confidence. 

●​ Liturgical Education (LE): Fostering reverence for the Sacraments—especially the Holy Eucharist as the source and summit of Christian 
life—and equipping students to participate fully, consciously, and actively in the Church’s liturgical celebrations. 

●​ Moral Formation (ME): Cultivating a well-formed conscience rooted in the teachings of Christ, helping students develop virtue, respect 
human dignity, and make moral decisions that reflect Catholic Social Teaching. 

●​ Teaching to Pray (TP): Inviting students into a personal, transformative relationship with God by introducing them to the rich prayer 
traditions of the Church, including personal, communal, vocal, and meditative prayer. 

●​ Education for Community (EC): Nurturing a spirit of Christian fellowship and parish involvement, teaching students to live in unity with one 
another, forgive generously, and support the broader ecclesial family. 

●​ Missionary Initiative (MI): Inspiring and equipping students to live as intentional disciples who share the Gospel through word and deed, 
advocating for justice and serving the poor and vulnerable. 

Through every stage of development—from early childhood through young adulthood—students are called to recognize that they are personally 
known, loved, and redeemed by God. This curriculum invites every learner to respond to Christ's call to holiness, discovering their unique vocation 
as witnesses to the Gospel. 
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THIRD GRADE 
Standard Categories: 

●​ Knowledge of Faith (KF) 
●​ Liturgical Education (LE) 

●​ Moral Education (ME) 
●​ Teaching to Pray (TP) 

●​ Education for Community (EC) 
●​ Missionary Initiative (MI) 

 

Key Concepts of ‘Circle of Grace’: 

●​ God is "Present" because He desires a relationship with us. 
●​ God helps us know what belongs in our Circle of Grace. 
●​ God helps us know what does not belong in our Circle of Grace. 
●​ God helps us know when to ask for help from someone we trust. 
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CODE CATEGORY STANDARD CATECHISM 
REFERENCE 

Lumen 
Standards 

Knowledge of Faith (KF) 
 In 3rd through 5th grade, students move from foundational stories to understanding the structured story of Salvation History. They deepen their knowledge of 
the Bible, learning how the Old and New Testaments connect around the promise of a Savior. Students explore the mystery of the Holy Trinity, the Creed, and 

the life of the Church, building a solid intellectual foundation that helps them explain why Catholics believe what they believe. 
3.KF.1 Knowledge of Faith 1. Identify ways God is loving, kind, and merciful. 1440-1442 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.KF.2 Knowledge of Faith 2. Give examples of how everything in creation tells us of God. 317; 337 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.KF.3 Knowledge of Faith 3. Cite a variety of names of God (e.g., Lord, Yahweh, and 

Creator). 
210-211; 213-214; 231 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.KF.4 Knowledge of Faith 4. Explain how we model our lives after Jesus. 2609; 422; 437 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.KF.5 Knowledge of Faith 5. Recall that Jesus came to bring about the Kingdom of God. 541-554; 709 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.KF.6 Knowledge of Faith 6. Demonstrate by word and actions that the Holy Spirit is part of 

our lives. 
2003; 1695; 1769 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.KF.7 Knowledge of Faith 7. Cite Mary as the perfect example of discipleship. 829; 148-149 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.KF.8 Knowledge of Faith 8. Explain that the Creed tells us about the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 
190-191 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.KF.9 Knowledge of Faith 9. Describe the Bible as inspired by God and written in human 

words. 
106-107 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.KF.10 Knowledge of Faith 10. Explain that God calls all people to salvation. 851 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.KF.11 Knowledge of Faith 11. State that the Holy Spirit was sent to the Church on Pentecost. 696; 731 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
Liturgical Education (LE)  

Students actively prepare for and celebrate the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion (or deepen their understanding of them 
post-reception). They learn the main parts of the Mass, the meaning of liturgical colors and symbols, and the dynamic rhythm of the Liturgical Year. Learners 

begin reading and reflecting on the Sunday Scripture readings, connecting the mystery of Christ’s life to the Church's ongoing worship. 
3.LE.1 

3.LE.1.A 
3.LE.1.B 

Liturgical Education 1. Name the seven sacraments. 
A.​ Describe the sacraments of initiation, vocation, and healing. 
B.​ Describe grace as a gift given to us in all sacraments. 

1113; 1117 
1434-1435 

1084; 1127; 1131 

2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

3.LE.4 
 

3.LE.4.A 

Liturgical Education 4. Explain the celebration of the Eucharist as the center of the 
Church’s life. 

838; 1398-1401 
 

1178; 1183; 1418 

2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
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A.​ Adore Christ by making visits to the Blessed Sacrament. 

3.KE.6 Liturgical Education 6. Describe the three degrees of Holy Orders: bishop, priest, and 
deacon. 

875 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

3.LE.7 
3.LE.7.A 

Liturgical Education 7. Recognize the liturgical year has many seasons. 
A.​ Name traditional symbols of the liturgical season. 

1163-1178 
1168-1171 

2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

3.LE.8 Liturgical Education 8. State that Christians are called to pray always. 2633 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

3.LE.9 Liturgical Education 9. Summarize the Assumption, Visitation, Presentation, and 
Immaculate Conception of Mary. 

966; 490-493; 717 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

Moral Formation (ME)  
This phase focuses on developing a mature Catholic conscience. Students study the Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes, and the Works of Mercy as practical 
guides for daily living. They explore the dynamic between free will, sin, grace, and forgiveness, learning how practicing virtue helps them resist temptation, 

make responsible choices, and treat every human person with dignity. 
3.ME.1 Moral Education 1. Describe how the Ten Commandments teach us how to love God, 

ourselves, and others. 
2061; 63 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.ME.2 Moral Education 2. Define ‘Communion of Saints’. 946-962; 1331 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.ME.3 Moral Education 3. Explain how everyone is created in God’s image; every life is 

sacred. 
1934 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.ME.4 Moral Education 4. Cite that God promises eternal life to all people who love God 

and live the Ten Commandments. 
1472; 1130 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.ME.5 Moral Education 5. Identify the family as being called the ‘domestic church’. 1655-1658; 1666 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.ME.6 Moral Education 6. Explain the meaning of God’s mercy. 277; 1441 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.ME.7 Moral Education 7. Recognize the Church has precepts, laws that give us rules for 

living the Christian life. 
2041 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.ME.8 Moral Education 8. Demonstrate how to care for one another within the Circle of 

Grace framework. 
OCYP materials 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
Teaching to Pray (TP) 

 Students expand their prayer lives beyond memorized prayers into personal, interactive dialogue with God. They learn diverse Catholic spiritual practices, 
including the Rosary, the Stations of the Cross, short mental prayer, and praying directly with Sacred Scripture (Lectio Divina). Quiet times of Eucharistic 

Adoration and guided reflections help students listen for God's voice in their daily lives. 
3.TP.1 

3.TP.1.A 
Teaching to Pray 1. Define the meaning of prayer. 

A.​ Model the kinds and forms of prayer. 
2559-2565 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

3
rd

  Grade Religion                                                                                                                                                                                               Coding Standards: Grade Level Number. Category Abbreviation. Standard Number. Underlying Standard Capital Letter.  Exemplar: K.OA.1.A 

Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, August  2026 



3.TP.2 Teaching to Pray 2. Name the statements of the Apostle’s Creed. 194; 196; 2558 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

3.TP.3 Teaching to Pray 3. State the Prayer to the Holy Spirit. 2670-2672 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

3.TP.4 Teaching to Pray 4. Pray and model the rosary prayer. 2644; 2663; 2684 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

3.TP.5 
3.TP.5.A 

Teaching to Pray 5. Name the mysteries of the rosary. 
A.​ Describe how they honor Jesus through Mary. 

971; 2678; 2708 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

Education for Community (EC)  
Learners explore what it means to be active, contributing members of the parish community and the universal Church. They study the lives of the Saints as 
real-life role models of holiness and community building. Students practice resolving conflicts peacefully, practicing genuine forgiveness, and treating their 

school, home, and parish environments as places of Christian fellowship and mutual support. 
3.EC.1 Education for 

Community 
1. Explain by word and action how the Church serves others. 783; 1754; 1778 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.EC.2 Education for 

Community 
2. Describe the leaders of the Church. 1547; 1562-1566 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.EC.3 Education for 

Community 
3. Define the Church as the People of God. 781-786 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.EC.4 Education for 

Community 
4. Explain how life in a family guides us to do God’s will. 2223; 2225 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.EC.5 Education for 

Community 
5. Describe the diverse roles of members in a community. 873-874; 947 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.EC.6 Education for 

Community 
6. Define stewardship as caring for all things given. 783; 373 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
Missionary Initiative (MI) 

 Students realize their baptismal call to be active disciples in the world. They examine the principles of Catholic Social Teaching—such as care for the poor, 
solidarity, and stewardship of creation—and put them into practice through structured service projects. Learners develop the skills and confidence to share their 

faith, stand up for justice, and serve those in need within their local communities. 
3.MI.1 Missionary Initiative 1. Recognize all people are equal in God’s eyes. 1907; 1929-1933 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.MI.2 Missionary Initiative 2. Identify the marks of the Church. 811 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.MI.3 Missionary Initiative 3. Describe some of our ancestors and their call to holiness and 

mission. 
954-957 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
3.MI.4 

3.MI.4.A 
Missionary Initiative 4. Define the words justice and service. 

A.​ Give examples of justice and service. 
1807; 1697; 1754 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 

2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

3
rd

  Grade Religion                                                                                                                                                                                               Coding Standards: Grade Level Number. Category Abbreviation. Standard Number. Underlying Standard Capital Letter.  Exemplar: K.OA.1.A 

Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, August  2026 



3.MI.5 Missionary Initiative 5. Describe how Christians are responsible for the care of one 
another. 

783 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

3.MI.6 Missionary Initiative 6. Show responsibility for helping with work in our homes and 
church. 

1653; 852 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 
2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 
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